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With respect to unity of invention:

Document 1: WO 2013/018903 A1 (Horiba Stec Co., Ltd.), 07 February
2013 (07.02.2013), fig. 4 to 5; paragraphs [0011] to [0012], [0027],
[0041], [0107] to [0109] & US 2014/0165841 Al, fig. 4 to 5; paragraphs
[0012] to [0013], [0028], [0084], [0148] to [0150]

Claims are classified into the following two inventions.

(Invention 1) claims 1-6

Claims 1 to 6 are classified into Invention 1 because the claims have
a technical feature, i.e., “a connection for connecting separation column
storage holders to each other.”

(Invention 2) claims 7-12

Claims 7 to 12 have a technical feature common to claim 1 classified
into Invention 1, i.e., “the connecting” of separation column storage
holders to each other.

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make a contributionover thepriorartinthe light of the contents disclosed
in the document 1.

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between these inventions.

In addition, claims 7-12 are not dependent on claim 1.

Further, claims 7-12 have no relationship such that these claims are
substantially same as or equivalent to anyclaimclassified into Invention
1.

Consequently, claims 7-12 cannot be classified into Invention 1.

Then, claims 7 to 12 are classified into Invention 2 because the claims
have a special technical feature, i.e., “a Z-axis stage for transporting,
in a direction orthogonal to a longitudinal direction, a plurality of
separation column storage holders connected detachably to each other
ataconnectionprovidedontwosidesparallel tothe longitudinal direction
of a stored separation column, and a Y-axis stage for holding each of
a first fitting to which an upstream pipe is secured and a second fitting
to which a downstream pipe is secured, the Y-axis stage being driven
toward and away from the separation column transported by the Z-axis
stage to an analysis line position.”
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