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9 Claims. 
This invention is directed to ornamentation 

suitable for the surfaces of chests, cigarette boxes, 
tables, and numerous other containers and fur 
niture. 
The essential object of the invention is to pro 

vide an ornamental surface from a multiplicity 
of elements of similar form which may be ar 
ranged in innumerable designs, Which pieces be 
cause of their form and other characteristics 
produce certain novel and pleasing effects (inde 
pendent of the general design in which they are 
arranged). 
For the purposes of the invention I employ 

small oblong pieces of materially greater length 
than cross-section. Matchsticks are admirably 
suited to my purpose because of their size and 
shape, but of course other pieces of generally sim 
ilar shape to matchsticks, whether of Wood or 
other material may be equally well employed. 
For purposes hereinafter to be explained the 
pieces may be provided with ends of contrasting 
color to their main body portion. This is an in 
portant feature of the invention although Cer 
tain pleasing effects utilizing the basic principles 
of the invention may be obtained in its absence. 
I make no broad claim to the idea of employ 

ing a multiplicity of pieces to form a composite 
surface since mosaic work, inlay Work and mar 
quetry are well known in many variations. How 
ever, by reason of the character of the elements 
above described I am able to obtain certain novel 
and pleasing surface effects which are readily 
distinguishable from prior forms of Surface Orna 
mentation. 

Figs. 1 through 5 of the drawing are fragmen 
tary representations illustrating the practice of 
my invention, the same general principles of con 
struction being employed in each, but a different 
design being illustrated in the Separate figures. 
Fig. 6 is a perspective fragmentary view of a box 
with several of its surfaces ornamented accord 
ing to the present invention. Fig. 7 illustrates 
the type of piece employed for the purposes of the 
invention. 
As indicated in Fig. 7 the pieces used are of 

relatively small cross-section, preferably Square, 
and having a materially greater lengthWise di 
mension. The end portion a will preferably be 
of contrasting appearance to that of the main 
body portion b. Such contrast may be produced 
by charring the ends, leaving the body portions 
in their natural state. The ends, however, may 
be treated in Some other Way to produce the con 
trast. A series of the elements when arranged 
end to end will produce narrow stripes which 
are transversely interrupted at recurrent inter 
vals at the joints between the different pieces. 
The elements may be also arranged in side by 
side relation, either parallel to or diagonal to the 
edge of the Surface. Which they are to Ornament, 

(C. 41-34) 

and in any such case the lines between the ad 
jacent pieces will give the composite surface a 
striated effect in a direction lengthwise of the 
pieces. It is contemplated that the pieces in any 
event be of relatively small proportions So that 
a multiplicity will be employed in Surfacing even 
a relatively small area. 
In Fig. 1 a multiplicity of the pieces are ar 

ranged between two border strips () and . All 
of the pieces extend in the same direction and 
form a continuous series of parallel roWs. The 
striated effect is interrupted at recurrent inter 
vals by the joints between the abutting ends of 
the matches in each row. By staggering the 
joints between the ends of the pieces in adja 
cent rows the composite surface formed is given 
the appearance of coarsely grained Wood. Such 
effect is quite pronounced where, as shown, the 
pieces at at least one end are charred or other 
Wise made to contrast with their main body por 
tions. 
In Fig. 2 the pieces are arranged in side by 

side relation, and extending diagonally to the 
edge of the surface which here is constituted by 
the border piece 2. The pleasing appearance is 
further enhanced by using pieces with darkened 
ends. The contrasting end of one piece may be 
oppositely disposed to the darkened end of the 
next piece. By reason of the angular relation of 
the assembled pieces it may be desirable to bevel 
the ends at the extremity of the surface where 
they meet the border strip 2. This is not en 
tirely necessary, but can easily be done because 
of the Small dimensions of the pieces. 
In Fig. 3 a design is formed by arranging the 

pieces in different areas to extend at an angle to 
each other. In the area generally indicated by 
the numeral 3 the pieces are arranged in con 
tinuous rows with the joints between the ends 
of the pieces in each roW Staggered. The air 
rangement in such area is much the same as in 
Fig. 1 except that pieces of somewhat shorter 
length are employed. Inset in the area 3 is a 
geometrical design formed by two series of pieces 
4 and f 5 in which the respective rows of pieces 
are oppositely inclined to the direction of the 
rows in area f3. A pleasing effect can be ob 
tained along the meeting line of the pieces in 
areas 4 and 5 through the contrast between the 
ends and the body portions. 
In Fig. 4 is illustrated the effect produced by 

inlaying an ornament 6 of different character in 
a Surface composed of pieces generally designated 
by the numeral f, and bordered by a strip. 8. 
The arrangement of the pieces appear somewhat 
different from that shown in Fig. 1, although the 
arrangement is essentially the same. The differ 
ence in effect is due to the fact that in Fig. 4 a. 
closer stagger is employed between the end joints 
of the pieces in adjacent rows, ; 
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In Fig. 5 are illustrated two adjoining panels of 

different design set off by a frame 9. In the left 
hand panel generally designated by the numeral 
20 the pieces employed are only half the length 
of that illustrated in Fig. 7, and employed in cer 
tain of the previous figures. Such pieces are ar 
ranged in adjacent vertical rows with merely a 
slight stagger between the joints at the ends of 
the pieces in adjacent rows. This results in a 
Series of diagonally extending lines or are en 
hanced by the contrasting appearance of the 
ends of the pieces to their body portions. In the 
right hand panel 2 a border 22 is formed imme 
diately adjacent the frame 9 by several rows of 
pieces, and within the border is a series of di 
agonally extending pieces, the end of the pieces in 
each row meeting along the common line 23. The 
right hand panel 2 illustrates the effect obtained 
by employing pieces having plain ends, and addi 
tionally illustrates plain pieces in Combination 
with pieces having contrasting ends. 

It Will be evident that a great variety of de 
signs may be produced within the Scope of the in 
vention, and those here illustrated and described 
are merely illustrative. 
To further illustrate the invention I have 

shown in Fig. 6 the same applied to a box, Several 
different forms of design being employed. The 
box is indicated as having a main body portion 
24, and provided with a removable top 25. The 
side of the box proper and the side of the top are 
similarly decorated by having secured thereto a 
composite surface of pieces extending in a verti 
cal direction. No surrounding frame is employed 
and pieces extend to the very edge of the box 
portions. With such an arrangement the pleas 
ing appearance may be enhanced by rounding off 
the edges of the pieces as indicated at 26 and 2. 
The upper surface of the box top has a border 

strip 28 providing a depression in which accord 
ing to the invention pieces are assembled as an 
inlay. The arrangement of pieces is Substantially 
that shown in Fig. 1. The striated and grain ef 
fects are apparent at both the top and the side of 
of the box. In practicing the invention the general design 
to be employed will first be decided upon, and 
this will in part be determined by the size and 
character of the article to be decorated. It may 
be desired to cover the entire surface of an article, 
or again it may be desirable to recess the surface, 
or provide a grill or frame of strips forming re 
cesses in which the pieces can be inlayed. An ad 
hesive will be applied to the Surface and the 
pieces then assembled in the desired design. 
Where, as preferably, the pieces are to include 
contrasting ends such treatment will ordinarily 
be carried out preliminarily. After the adhesive 
has dried so that the pieces are firmly bonded to 
the surface, a coating of varnish Or lacquer can 
be applied. The striated and grain effects will 
appear to best advantage where a clear or rela 
tively light colored coating material is used. 
...What I claim is: 
1. Ornamental panelwork formed of a plurality 

of Small wooden pieces of greater length than 
cross-section secured in a SSembled relation to a 
base, said pieces having charred ends which give 
a grain effect to the exposed surface presented 
by the composite of the pieces. 

2. Ornamental panelwork formed of a plurality 
of Small oblong pieces of materially greater length 
than cross-section secured in assembled relation 
to a base, said pieces having an integral end por 
tion of contrasting color. to the main body portion 

2,093,831 
arranged to give a grain effect to the exposed 
Surface presented by the composite of the pieces. 

3. Ornamental panelwork formed of a plurality 
of Small oblong pieces of Substantially greater 
length than cross-section Secured to a base, said 
pieces having charred ends and being arranged 
Side by side and end to end to present a com 
posite surface which is given a grain effect by 
the charred ends of the pieces. 

4. Ornamental panelwork formed of a plurality 
of Small thin oblong pieces of greater length than 
CrOSS-Section Secured to a base, Said pieces having 
an end portion integral with the main body por 
tion and of contrasting color to the main body of 
the pieces, and being arranged in side by side 
relation to form parallel rows having a plurality 
of pieces aranged end to end in each row and 
providing a striated grain effect lengthwise of the 
OWS. 
5. Ornamental panelwork comprising a base 

member having a composite surface section se 
cured thereto, said surface section being com 
posed of a mass of matchsticks having charred 
ends arranged in side by side and end to end re 
lation, Said matchsticks so positioned in relation 
to each other that the charred ends of the sticks 
appear at Scattered intervals throughout the sur 
face as a grain effect. 

6. Ornamental panelwork comprising a base 
member having a composite surface section se 
cured thereto, said surface section being com 
posed of a mass of matchsticks having ends of 
contrasting color to the main body portion and 
arranged in side by side and end to end rela 
tion, said matchsticks being so positioned in re 
lation to each other that the contrasting ends 
of different sticks are spaced one from another 
and appear at Scattered intervals throughout the 
Surface as a grain effect. 

7. Ornamental panelwork comprising a base, 
a plurality of matchsticks arranged side by side 
in parallel rows and with a plurality of match 
Sticks arranged end to end in the rows mounted 
On the base, the composite surface formed by the 
matchsticks through the arrangement of the 
matchsticks being given a wood grained effect 
l'Unning in a direction lengthwise of the rows. 

8. Ornamental panelwork formed of a plurality. 
of miniature thin oblong pieces only a fraction 
of an inch in Cross-section, and of the propor 
tions of a matchstick secured to a base and 
forming a composite surface, said pieces being 
arranged in a plurality of parallel rows with the 
pieces in each row disposed end to end, and 
With the pieces in one row in side by side rela 
tion with the pieces of the next row, the com 
posite surface by reason of the size and arrange 
ment of the pieces having the appearance of 
Coarse-grained Wood. 

9. Ornamental panelwork formed of a plurality 
of miniature thin oblong pieces only a fraction 
of an inch in Width and of the proportion of a 
matchstick Secured to a base and presenting a 
Composite Surface, said pieces being arranged in 
side by side relation to form parallel rows with 
a plurality of pieces arranged end to end in each 
row, the pieces in different rows being partially 
offset lengthwise from each other so that the 
break line in one row formed by the meeting of 
the ends of the pieces are staggered to the break 
line of an adjacent row, the composite surface 
by reason of the proportion and arrangement of 
the pieces simulating the appearance of coarse 
grained Wood. 
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