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upwardly from, as a continuation of, a short ver 
tically disposed section | 6 which extends from 
the upper edge of the backing plate 10. A front 
section !8 extending downwardly from the up 
per edge of the back Section fT, in substantially 
parallel relation thereto, forms a front face for 
the clamp. According to the invention the front 
Section i 8 presses against the back section 67 
With a reSilient force which enables it to yield 
ingly retain an identification tag Such as ShoWn 
at 9. 
Extending downwardly and forwardly from 

the lower edge of the front window section (8, in 
Spaced Substantially parallel relation to the back 
ing plate Í8, is a Short Spacing tab 28. "This tab 
iS an important feature Of the invention and, as 
nay be observed in Figure 4, has three distinct 
functions, namely: in cooperation With the Spac 
ing element f4 to insure Separation between di 
viders; to forwardly deflect sheet material in 
Serted between adjacent dividerS, to thereby pre 
vent interference with material previously filed; 
and to facilitate the relea,Se Of preSSure between 
the adjacent sections i i and i 8 of the tag cl3:mp 
for inserting and removing tags 19. Asis shown 
clearly in Figure 3, the tab · 20 may be lifted ug 
Wardly while pressing downwardly upon the Op 
section 2 : of the tag clamps to thereby separate 
the front and back Sections 7 and 8. Relea.5e 
of the tab 20, of course, permits the section i ? 
and i 8 to return to their normal positio:h to 
yieldingly retain the tag 19. It Should be noted 
that only the top of the tag clamps is enclosed 
So that Substantially any Size or shape of iden 
tiíication tag nay be retained therein. 
In normal use, my dividers are guided ky a 

plurality of rods {3 which extend longitudina!ly 
along a filing drawer or tray 22 in Spaced par 
allel relation to the bottom 23 thereof, and which 
are adapted to loosely and Slidably eingage the 
apertures 2 provided in the dividers. The in 
dividual divide?S are re?ained in their nOfinal 3:1)- 
gularity disposed position by the coaction of the 
IrodS : 3 and apertureS |?, The tab 28 and 5:3€ 
ing element i 4 serve as SpacerS to insure a min 
i?num amount Of Separation between divide:S. 
i prefer that the dividerS be piaced with identi 
fication WindowS On alternate SideS to facilitate 
observation and to permit them to be more e3S 
ily grasped. 
When in Serting papers into the file a divider 

is draWn forward until the Supporting eleiment 
. & engages the underside of the guide rods #3, 
WhereUpon the divider iS held in a Substantia: 
vertical position, leaving a considerable Vacancy 
in Which to insert the paper. AS explained pre 
ViOU1Sly, the paper in Serted is prevented froín en 
gaging the edges of paperS previoti Sly íiled by 
1'eaSOIn Of the guiding function perforned by tine 
tab 28. ft is therefore necessary to nerely drog 
the paper into position and release the verticaily 
retained divider to complete the operation. it 
should be understood, that since the papers be 
ing inserted are prevented from engaging pa 
pers previously filed at any point near their up 
ger edges, all papers Will automatically be filed 
in the Order of their insertion UnleSS Specia! ef 
fort is made to do otherwise. It Should be fur 
t:er apparent that the Operation of inseiting 
paperS between dividerS may be accomplished 
While u Sing only One hand since the papers nay 
easily be dropped from the same hand which is 
USed to draW back the divider. 

Figures 5-7 show a second embodiment of Iny 
invention, Which, as the first, is formed of a 
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4 
single piece of clear plastic. My second embodi 
ment comprises a flat base Section 38 which is 
apertured at 3 l and 32 to receive retaining boltS 
33 which are adapted to secure the base 38 to a 
filing tray or drawer 34. Extending upwardly 
and rearwardly from the base section 39 is a sup 
porting section 35, from which extends upward!y 
a backing plate 36. The central upper portion 3:3 
of the backing plate 36 formS the back Seci:ion 
Of a tag clamp While a front section 3í thereof 
extends down Wardly from the upper edge of the 
central portion 40 in substantially parallel rela 
tion thereto. Asin the first embodiment the front 
Section of the tag clamp is adapted to bear 
against the central portion 49 to thereby yield 
ingly retain an identification tag 38 inserted 
therebetween. A tab 39 extends downwardly and 
forwardly from the lower edge of the front clamp 
Section 37 and Serves in this embodiment to de 
fiec? papers being inserted away from the upper 
edges of papers already filed, and as a nieans of 
relieving the pressure between the front claring 
section 3i and the adjacent portion 48 of the 
backing plate 36 to thereby facilitate insertio:h 
O? renoval of tagS 38. 
The use of the second embodiment of my in 

vention is Somewhat different from that of the 
first in that the dividers are permanently secured 
in One position. A minimum separation is in 
sured by the base sections 30 which act as Spacers. 
Greater Spacing may, of course, be utilized ií de 
Sired. The filing operation using the second em 
bodiment of my invention is somewhat simpler 
than that using the first since it is not necessary 
to draw back a divider before inserting a paper, 
but, as explained, the first embodiment may be 
Spaced aS deSired. The particular requirements 
of the application should, therefore, govern the 
embodiment which may be most advantageously 
Lutilized. 

It Should now be apparent that I have pro 
Vided certain improvements in the design and 
COnStruction of file dividers which accomplish the 
objects initially set out above. Of primary im 
portance is the utmost simplicity of the articie 
ibeing readily constructed of a singlesheet of pref 
erably clear plastic material-while yet providing 
an article which is of substantially improved 
characteristics. I have found the spacing and 
guiding lip (20 in Figure 2 and 38 in Figure 6) in 
combination with the rearwardly inclined body 
portion i 0 or 35-36 to be of great utility in main 
taining the filing spaces in readily accessible 
condition at all times, and facilitating the Sequgein 
tial filing of papers and slips which nay be 
crumpled, and im permitting instant visual ver 
ification of the spaces or pockets during filing 
or Sorting operations. 

It Should be understood that certain novel fea 
tures of the invention are retained even tºhough 
the file dividers be nade of opaque material, 
but by making the dividers of tough resilient and 
transparent plastic materials certain additional 
advantages accrue as, for example, the ability to 
read indicia directly through the material of 
the tag retaining clamps and the greater visibility 
of the slips or papers housed in the file. Also, 
Such plastic materials require no finishing but 
have aminherent Smooth surface which facilitates 
sliding movement of paper sheets between and 
on them. Such material also has the low co 
ficient of friction, thus facilitating the sliding of 
the dividers along the mounting rods in the first 
described embodiment. - 

While in the normal use of the embodiments. 
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ilustrated the respective stacks of filed slips are 
arranged So that the Slips last filed are on top, 
it Should be readily apparent that by Simply using 
the file assembly from the opposite or right end 
as viewed in Figures 4 and 7 the Slips will be ar 
ranged so that the first filed will be on top of the 
Stacks. This result is often desired as in Sorting 
bank checks, for example. In normal use, hoW 
ever, the file assemblies will be used from the 
left end aS Viewed in FigureS 4 and 7 to facilitate 
the viewing of the material previously filed. 
The above Specifically described embodimentS 

of the invention Should be conSidered as illustra 
tive only as obviously many changes maybe made 
therein without departing from the Spirit or 
scope of the invention. Reference should there 
fore be had to the appended claims in determin 
ing the Scope of the invention. 
What I claim iS: 
1. A file divider comprising as elements there 

of a flat backing plate normally disposed in rear 
wardly inclined relation, a guide strip · depend 
ing downwardly from the lower edge of Said back 
ing plate, said guide strip having a plurality of 
spaced apertures adapted to slidably engage Suit 
able guide rods, a horizontally disposed Spacing 
element extending rearwardly from the lower 
edge of Said guide strip, said Spacing element be 
ing operative to engage an adjacent divider to 
thereby insure minimum separation therebetween 
and said spacing element being adapted to en 
gage guide rods to thereby limit the degree to 
which said divider may be tilted on said guide 
rods, a vertically disposed tag clamp extending 
upwardly from the upper edge of Said backing 
plate, said clamp comprising a back section and 
a translucent front section depending from the 
upper edge of said back section and adapted to 
bearthereagainst, a spacing tab depending doWn 
wardly and forwardly from the lower edge of said 
front section, said Spacing tab being operative to 
insure minimum separation between adjacent di 
viders, and said spacing tab being further Opera 
tive to forwardly deflect material being inserted 
between said adjacent dividers. 

2. A file divider comprising aS elementS there 
of a flat backing plate normally disposed in 
Irearwardly inclined relation, Said backing plate 
having a plurality of spaced apertures along its 
lower edge to slidably engage guide rods, a hori 
zontally disposed spacing element extending 
rearwardly from the lower edge of said backing 
plate below said apertures, said Spacing element 
being operative to engage an adjacent divider to 
thereby insure minimum separation therebetween 
and to engage said guide rods to limit the degree 
to which said divider may be tilted on said guide 
rods, a tag clamp positioned substantially at the 
top of said backing plate and comprising front 
and back elements adapted to apply pressure 
to an object inserted therebetween, a separating 
tab depending downwardly and forwardly from 
the lower edge of said front element, Said tab be 
ing operative to provide minimum Separation be 
tween adjacent dividers and to forwardly deflect 
material being inserted between said adjacent di 
ViderS. 

3. A file divider formed of sheet-like material 
and comprising as elements thereof a rearwardly 
inclined body portion having a horizontally ex 
tending leg at its lower edge to effect horizontal 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

6 
spacing of a plurality of such díviders when 
mounted in parallel relation in a filing drawer 
Or the like, a tag clamp positioned on the top 
edge of said body portion and comprising a back 
element and a translucent front element adapted 
to apply clamping pressure to a tag positioned be 
tween said front and back elements, and a sepa 
rating tab depending downwardly and forwardly 
from the lower edge of Said front clamping ele 
ment, said separating tab being adapted to for 
wardly deflect sheet material when inserted ver 
tically downward to filing position in front of Said 
divider, 

4. Apparatus according to claim 3 further char 
acterized in that said body portion comprises a 
lower section which is rearwardly inclined at a 
Substantial angle and a rearwardly inclined upper 
Section which is inclined at a lesser angle, the ar 
rangement being Such that cards and other sheet 
like objects which are deposited vertically be 
tween adjacent parallel dividers each have their 
lower edge diverted forwardly and are thus de 
posited in a rearwardly inclined stack with the 
las? filed card or object always on the top of 
the Stack. 

5. A file divider formed of Sheet-like material 
and having a horizOntally disposed base Section 
adapted to be rigidly secured to the bottom wall 
of a filing drawer and the like and forming meanS 
to control the spacing of a plurality of dividers 
in said drawer or the like, a body portion extend 
ing upwardly and rearwardly from one edge of 
Said base section, a tag clamp positioned along 
the top edge of said body portion and having a 
front element overlying a rear element to apply 
yielding retaining preSSure to a tag clamped 
therebetween, and a deflecting tab depending 
downwardly and forwardly from the lower edge of 
said front clamp element and operative to defiect 
forwardly a card or other sheet-like object being 
inserted vertically into position in front of Said 
body portion, said tab also serving as a hand 
grip member to facilitate the opening of said tag 
clamp. K 

6. A file divider comprising as elements thereof 
a flat horizontally disposed base section, said 
base section having apertures therein adapted 
to engage bolts or other suitable retaining means, 
an angularly disposed backing plate extending up 
wardly and rearwardly from said base section, a 
tag clamp comprising a translucent front section 
depending downwardly from the upper edge of 
said backing plate in substantially parallel rela 
tion thereto and adapted to apply pressure there 
to to thereby yieldingly retain an object inserted 
therebetween, and a tab depending downwardly 
and forwardly from the lower edge of Said front 
section and adapted to forwardly deflect sheet 
material inserted between adjacent dividerS. 
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