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57 ABSTRACT 
A balancing toy includes a post and an integral ring at 
the upper end of the post which captures an elongated 
balloon which extends generally at 90° with respect to 
the post. The balloon provides attraction to the young 
users of such a toy and facilitates balancing of the 
post. The large surface area and light weight of the 
balloon create resistance to movement of the post 
through the air and also provide a visible indicator to 
the user of the extent of deviation of the post from a 
plumb position. 

3 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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1. 

BALLOON BALANCING TOY 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The invention provides a balancing toy which is at 

tractive and interesting to use as compared with merely 
the balancing of a stick on one's finger. In addition, the 
use of a loop at one end of the post which captures a 
balloon which is inflated in place, provides enhanced 
balancing capability for the user because of the large 
surface area of the balloon which resists movement of 
the post from a plumb balanced position. The negligi 
ble gravity of the balloon does not materially raise the 
center of gravity of the post and thus does not affect the 
balancing property of the toy. The balloon desirably in 
cludes marking or indicia centered intermediate the 
ends of the balloon to enable the balloon to be centered 
in the ring. The balloon also desirably includes arrows 
which are positioned at a location where they are visi 
ble to the child when the post, for instance, is being bal 
anced on the forehead or nose. One arrow can be white 
and the other black and thus, when the post tilts in one 
direction, the observed arrow will indicate the direc 
tion of deviation from plumb to cause the user to make 
the appropriate bodily movement to compensate for 
the deviation. The post also can be provided with a rub 
ber button at the lower end for the comfort of the user. 
The larger and heavier the button, the lower the center 
of gravity will be in the post, and the easier it will be to 
balance the post. 
Further objects and advantages of the present inven 

tion will become apparent from the following disclo 
Sule. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the balancing toy of 
the invention supported on a finger. 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the balancing toy of 

the invention supported on the nose. 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the invention balanced 

on a forehead. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Although the disclosure hereof is detailed and exact 
to enable those skilled in the art to practice the inven 
tion, the physical embodiments herein disclosed merely 
exemplify the invention which may be embodied in 
other specific structure. The scope of the invention is 
defined in the claims appended hereto. 

In the drawing, FIG. 1 shows a post or column 10. 
The post 10 can be a hollow or solid plastic tube or rod. 
A 30' tube has provided good results. A rubber or 
plastic button 12 at the lower end 14 can be provided 
for the comfort of the child. The upper end of the post 
is provided with a ring or loop 16 which can be inte 
grally formed with the post 10. The post should inter 
sect the ring along a diametral line. In practice, a ring 
of a diameter of 2% inches has provided satisfactory re 
sults. 
The purpose of the ring is to capture and secure in 

place a transverse inflatable member 18 such as a bal 
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loon. The balloon has very minimal weight or gravity 
and thus does not raise the center of gravity of the post 
10. The size of the button 12 also can be varied with a 
large heavy button 12 resulting in a lower center of 
gravity, for instance, at point 20 (FIG. 1), and a smaller 
button 12 providing a center of gravity at 22. Consider 
ation also can be given to having the weight of the but 
ton equated with the weight of the ring to minimize the 
displacement of the center of gravity which occurs as 
the result of the presence of the ring. 
The balloon 18 has several functions. A prime func 

tion from the standpoint of interest of the child is the 
attractive appearance of the balloon, the bouncing that 
occurs when the balancing toy falls, and the adaptabil 
ity of use of various colored balloons of various sizes. 
A balloon of 30' in length has provided good results. 
In addition, the balloon makes the post easier to bal 
ance. The large surface area of the balloon acting 
through the lever arm distance L resists deviation of the 
post from the stable equilibrium plumb position. Al 
though a round balloon captured in the loop would pro 
vide some resistance or sail effect, there would be no 
appreciable lever arm to provide a moment of force 
about the loop which retards movement of the post 
from the plumb position. 
FIG. 2 shows a modified embodiment of the toy in 

which the ballon is provided with one or more center 
ing lines 24 which facilitate anchoring the balloon in 
the center position in the ring to minimize any imbal 
ance which might otherwise be caused. In addition, 
FIG. 2 shows a balloon which is provided with an arrow 
26 and an arrow 28. The arrows 26 and 28 can be dif 
ferent colors to provide a physical response signal to 
the user which quickly indicates the deviation from 
plumb of the post to cause a corrective response. 
The post 10 is in stable equilibrium or plumb when 

the center of gravity 22 of the post is within a vertical 
or plumb line 30. When the post tips so that the center 
of gravity 22 is as shown in FIG. 2 outside of a vertical 
line 30, the post will be tipped to the dotted line posi 
tion and the arrow 26 will be in an inclined position in 
dicating that corrective response is required. 
The balancing toy of the invention, in addition to 

providing a harmless toy, also is intended to teach vi 
sual body coordination. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A balancing toy comprising an elongated post, a 

ring at one end of said post, and an inflatable member. 
having a longitudinal axis substantially greater than its 
transverse axis centered in said ring and captured by 
said ring. 

2. A balancing toy in accordance with claim 1 in 
which the inflatable member is an elongated balloon 
which is provided with centering indicia to facilitate 
centering of said inflatable member in said ring. 

3. A balancing toy in accordance with claim 1 in 
which the inflatable member is a balloon and in which 
indicia visible to the user is imprinted on said balloon 
to indicate deviation of said post from plumb. 
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