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concept in order that the group of inventions may satisfy the requirement
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Continuation of Box No. II of continuation of first sheet(l)

There must exist a special technical feature so linking a group of
inventions of claims as to form a single general inventive concept in
order that the group of inventions may satisfy the requirement of unity
of invention. The group of inventions of claims 1-12 is linked only by
the technical feature defined in claim 1.

This technical feature, however, cannot be a special technical feature
since it is disclosed in prior art documents such as JP 2001-148434 A
(Kabushiki Kaisha Nyuheiro), 29 May, 2001 (29.05.01), Figs. 20, 34 and
JP 2002-170891 A (Halo LSI Design & Device Technology Inc.), 14 June,
2002 (14.06.02), Fig. 5.

Consequently, there is'no special technical feature so linking the
group of inventions of claims 1-12 as to form a single general inventive
concept. Therefore, it appears that the group of inventions of claims
1-12 does not satisfy the requirement of unity of invention.

Next, the number of groups of inventions defined in the claims of
this international application and so linked as to form a single general
inventive concept, namely, the number of inventions will be examined.

Concerning the inventions of claims 1-12, since the technical feature
of claim 1 cannot be a special technical feature, the claims 1-12 contain
five groups of inventions: the inventions of claims 1, 2; the inventions
of claims 3, 4; the inventions of claims 5-10; the invention of claim
11; and the invention of claim 12. :

Claims 5-10will be further examined indetail. Claims 5-10are linked
only by the technical feature defined in claim 5. The technical feature
of claim 5, however, cannot be a special technical feature since it is
disclosed in the above-mentioned prior art documents. Consequently, the
claims 5-10 define four groups of inventions: the inventions of claims
5, 6; the invention of claim 7; the invention of claim 8; and the inventions
of claims 9, 10. :

Therefore, this international application is considered to contain
eight groups of inventions: the inventions of claims 1, 2; the inventions
of claims 3, 4; the inventions of claims 5, 6; the invention of claim
7; the invention of claim 8; the inventions of claims 9, 10; the invention
of claim 11; and the invention of claim 12.
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