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"~ To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, PRESBURY WEST, of

the city and county of Worcester and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Cards for Social
Games; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description

thereof, sufficient to enable others skilled in-

the art to which my 1nveut10n belongs to make
aud use the same.

The accompanying illustrations represent
groups or books of cards constructed in ac-
cordance with my invention.

The nature of my invention conslsts in a
series of cards for social games, illustrated
with portraits of distinguished or noted per-
sons, said portrait-cards being arranged in
books or groups of cards, which are classed,
numbered, or designated according to the ti-
tle, profession, or ocecupation of the persons
whose portraits are borne upon the cards of
the respectwe groups.

This invention will be clearly understood by
reference to the accompanying 111ustra,t10n§,
Sheets 1 and 2, wherein are shown two books
of cards, designafced by the class-headings
“Humorists” and ¢ Novelists,” the same being
a portion of a pack composed of different
classes of authors or persons connected with
literature.

In the present 1ustance the books are formed

" with four c¢ards; but a greater or less number
may be used as a book, if preferred.

Che portraits are shown in connection with
the 'names of the persons associated in the
same class, those on Sheet 1 being designated
by nom de plwme, and those on Sheet 2 by
the true name of the persons.. The profession

- orclass-designation .is printed at the top of the
card. The name of the person whose portrait
is borne upon the card is also at the top, while
beneath the portrait are the names of the per-
~ sons whose portraits are borne on the other
cards which belong to the same book. This
is the preferable arrangement; although the
matter borne upon the cards may, it desired,
be differently arranged or designed, and more
or less printed matter be used in connection
with the portrait without departing from

the nature of my invention; also, when de- -
sired, the classes or books may be numbered -
as 1, 2 3, 4, &c.

A sufﬁclent number of books or classes are
employed to form a pack of the requisite num-
ber of cards, more or less—in the present
thirty-two—and the game may be played as
follows, viz:

The cards, being fust shuffled, are dealt to
the several phyers After the distribution
the player at the left of the -dealer begins the
game by ealling upon any other player for
some card needful to complete a book, one or
more cards of which he holds in his hand. He
continues thus to call until he misses or fails
to receive a card called for, when the next
player to his left takes the turn, and calls in
similar manner. The books are stacked upon
the table as soon as complete—that is, all
cards of a book together—and a player hav-
ing thus stacked the greatest number of books
at the end of the game’is deemed the winner.

Other methods of playing these cards may
be employed, as I do not confine thelr use to
any pdrmcular game.

Different packs of cards may also be made
to contain portraits of different classes of per-
sons, and the packs designated by a general
class-name, as,forinstance, “Royalty,” ¢“States-
men,” *“Americans,” “Authors,” &c., the books
under these headings or packs being classed,
respectively, as, iror Royalty pack, Emperom
Kings, Queens, Princes, &ec.; for a ‘Statesmen
pack, Presidents, Senators, Governors, &c.;
for Americans pack, New Englanders, South-
erners, Californians, &c.; for Authors’ pack, as
herein shown, with othels

By the employment of personal portraits,

‘as herein deseribed, not only is the game

made more interesting and instructive, but
the children or others who play become famil-
iar with the personal appearance of those
whose portraits are shown; and, being thus
familiar, they more readily remember incidents
and anecdotes connected with the life, history,
or works of such persons, while all matter or
history, wherever found, relating to such in-
dividuals, is read or accepted with greater in-
terest and with a better understanding than
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could be attained without such familiar men-
tal association.

The method of classing the portraits in
groups or books by rank, occupation, or pro-
fession is also of great service in-assisting the
memory regarding the services and positions
of the respective persons, and the relative

-merits of their works.

Having described my improvements in cards
for social games, what I claim therein as new
and of my invention, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

A series of cards for playing the game of

authors, herein described, -consisting -essen-
tially of cards having upon their faces por-
traits of distinguished writers, and provided.
also with the generic name of the class of
writers to which the persons belong, their fic-
titious and real names, together with the
names of the other authors of their class in
the pack, substantially as set forth.

PRESBURY WEST.

Witnesses:
CHAS. H, BURLEIGH,
FrANCES L. WEST.




