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* GARMENT BAG 

Ralph B.Smith,Lakewood,Ohio,assignorto Na? 
tion&l Carbon Comp?ny,Ino.,? corporation of 

Applic&tion June3,1942,8erla No.445,585 
(Cl?206??) - ?Clatm8, 

This invention relates to garment b8g88nd 
moreespecialyto animprovedsupportingframe 
forSuch b8gs? - 

It has been customary to employ wire frames 
8ndthe ]ike for Supportng8,number ofg8rment 
hangers,andtoenclose andprotectsuchgarment 
hangers,andthegarments thereon,With8 fabric 
or other coveringSupported bythe frame?The 
preSent inVention proVides an improVed frame 
permittngthegarment bagto becolapsedsoas 
t00CCupy8 minimumamount ofSpace?Thepres entinVention8ls0providessimplerandmoredur 
able Support for the top and bottom portions of 
the bag? - 

The principal objects of the presentinyention 
8re:to proVide animprovedframe for Support 
ing a garment bag;to provide 8 top spreader 
frame for a garment bag that is of simpified 8ndmoredurableconstruction;toprovideinsuch 8Spreaderframepartsthataresorelativelymov 
able that the frame may be foidedinto a more 
Compact unit;8nd to providea bottom Spreader 
frame of improved and simplified construction 
that WillWithstandharduSage,These8ndother 
objects ofthe presentinvention wilbecomeap parentfromthefolowingdescrptionandtheac Companyingdrawing disclosingatypicalembod 
ment ofthepreSent invention? - 
Inthe drawing,Fig,1isa perspective view of 

,agarment bagwith parts broken awaytoius 
trate portionsofthe frame; 
Fig.2isanenlargedcross-sectionalviewtaken 

on the line2?2of Fig,1;and, - 
Fig,3is Bn enlarged croSS-sectionalView taken 

on theline3?3of Fig.1,with acentra1portion remoVed? 
Generally Speaking,theinvention comprisesa 

topspreaderframeF1ocatedatthetop of8gar mentbagG,aboutwhichframethebagisdraped, 
Ahanger bar Bispivotedtotheframe F sothat thebarmaybeswungupwardyintosubstantialy 
the plane of the frame andofthetop of the bag. 
One ormoresupportinghooks Hareswiveledto 
the bar Bsubstantialyin the plane of the bar 
sothatthe hookorhooksaisomaybeswungto 
lieinthe plane ofthe frame and fatagainst the 
top ofthe bagwhentheframeisinthe colapsed position?AbottomSpreaderframeSimpartsthe 
destred contourtothe lower portion ofthe bag 8ndenablesthe bottomtosupportrelativelyheaVy 
objectS. ?· 

Thetop spre8der frameF°Comprises afatloop 
fT formed of a single length of wireimparting 
thedestredshapetothetopofthe bagG,Pref erabytheloop?isrectanguarinshape,the 

1ength beingslghtyinexcess ofthe1ength of8 
conventional coat hanger,and the Width betng 
Suficlent to accommodate 88 many h8ngers 8S 
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desired?The frame F is provided With two 
8Hgnedeyelets 81oc8ted on Opposite SideSOf the 
frame Blong 8n 8xis cloSely adjacent the plane 
of the loop #T?Eacheyeletis formed by8 single 
invertedturninthe Wire0fthe 100p fT8t8,point 
preferably at the middle of the long Side of the 
1oop,The 1oop fT and the eyelets 18thus may 
be composed of a single piece of wire,the ends 
of which may betwisted or welded together,for 
example,8t oneend of the loop,The frame P 
fits inslde of the bagGadjacent t0thetOpthere 
of and lies in 8 horizontal plane with the top 
edge8 of the bagresting8gainst the frame and 
theeyeletssightybelowtheplane oftheloop? 
The hanger bar Bisloc8tedWithinthe confines 

of the frame Pand,When in use,depends there 
from on pivots freeto Swing about the axis of 
the eyelets 18?The bar B preferably comprises 
8,single 1ength of wire,bent into substantialy 
U-shape toprovide acentral horizontalrod 25, 
two spacedvertical arms24,8nd two outwardly 
projectinghorizontalends19for Securingthe bar 
Btothe frame F,Theterminals oftheends19 
·8re bent around the lower part of the respective 
eyelets 18 to form eyes 2f,8s best seenin Fig,2, 
thereby pivotally and permanently Securing the 
bar Btothe frameP,Whenthe bar Bisswung ? 
through 8,90°8rc in either direction from its 
suspended position,the eyes 21engage the loop 
1T at portions thereof adjoiningthe eyelets 18, 
and therebylimit further moyement of the bar 
Bafterthelatterisfoldedtole closeto andsub 
Stantialy in the Same.plane With the frame F. 
?ach of thearms24iscoiledinto a verticalhelix 
1ocatedatthejunction points oftheends 19and 
the arms24,therebyforming8Socket23foreach 
of the normally vertical Stems or lower ends22 
ofthetW0SuSpendinghooks H,The axis ofeach 
socket 23isparalelto8nd8djacent to theinner? 
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Side of its 8SS0ciated arm 24,With the axes of 
the two Sockets in the central plane of the bar 
B,sothatthe weight of thegarmentsonthe bar Bistransmitteddirectlythroughthearms24and 
Sockets23 tothe hooks H,8nd Sothateach hook 
m8y be swiVeled about the 8xis of its stem into 
the plane of bar B,as shown by broken1inesin 
Fig.2,whenthe deviceisto befolded?Ahanger 
holder orrod25is1ocated betweenthearms24 
and may be bent to provide notches along its 
length for Supporting C08t hangers in mutually 
Spacedrelation, · 



2 
Each8ocket23 is fxedon the bar B,8nd m8y 

consist of 8 single turn of?wire but preferably 
comprises substantialy two complete turns to 
provide a more8tableswiVel connectionforeach 
stem22?By forming the Sockets23 of slightly 
1ess thantwoturns,thearms248re ofsetslight 
Iy from the ends 19,Which ofset88re usefulfn 
1ocatingthe lower portion of the U-shaped bBr 
Bsubstantlaiyexactiyinthe plane of the frame 
Pwhenthe bar Bis swungupwardyuntlthe 
arms24arealignedwiththeloop f7? 
The end of each stem 22 is UpSet8djacent its 

1ower end,8s by forming8 fange268tthe lower 
endof the stem;andoutwardyextendngears 
218restruckfromeach stem 22B short dstance 
8boVe the fange 26,best Shown in Fig.2?The 
flange 26 and the ears 27-on each stem 228re 
10catedadjacent oppositeends of8 Socket2$8nd 
thus permanently connect each hook H to the 
bar Bbutpermiteach hooktoswivelabout the 
8xisofitsretainingSocket23? 
,Asshown in the dr8Wing,the gBrment bag G 
comprises8,substantialyair-tightand dustproof 
fabricenclosure consistingof atop?f,depending 
side Walls 12,8nd8 bottom f3,The bag G may 
consist of paper,Cellulose derivatiVes,WoWen 
fabric,orsimiarsheet material,but preferablyis madeofrelativelyheavysyntheticsheetmaterial, 
such as plastlcized Winyl resin sheets,known in 
the trade as“Krene”fabric,Asidefastener 4 
of conventionaldesign mayextendalongaslit 10 
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running1engthwse ofoneofthesdes f2toalow 
access to the bag,while providng a relativeiy? 
dustproof and air-tight joint when inthe closed 
position,The bag preferablyisreenforcedalong thetopandsideedges458sby8Sutablebtndng? 
tape 16 stitched or otherwise secured along?the° 
adjoining parts So asto proVide 8 Substantialy 
8ir-tight Seal,A Washer or ferrule 28 may be 
cemented or otherwise secured to the top f 
about the aperture 29 throughWhicheach hook 
H projects,soastoreenforcethetop ofthe bag 
against wear,andto proyide8 bettersealforthe 
bag? - - · 

Tt iscustomary with garment bags of thetype 
herein-dsclosed,to place shoes,containers of moth-deterrent,andotherrelativeyhe8Vyobjects 
in the bottom of the bag?Unless suitable pre-· 
caution istaken,the bag maynot safey with 
stand theweight of these objects,andif ponted 
shoes or similar articlesare dropped carelessly 
into the bottom,they may tear the bag and 
shortenitsusefullife?Asshownin Figs.1and3, 
8,bottom spreader frame S is provided to hold 
the bottom of the bagin its proper shape 8nd 
tosuitably reenforce thesameso asto withstand 
greaterweight?Theframe S preferably hasthe 
configuration desired for the lower section of 
the bag,e,g,rectangular,and may Consist of 8 
Hght-weightfat wireloop3f ofthesamegeneral 
typeandsize asthe1oop f7.,The loop31is pro 
Vided with one or more reenforcing Webs Which 
may be sewed or otherwise secured thereto? 
Preferably such Webs Comprise 8 reenforcing 
sleeve 32 formed Offabric or other like material 
that extends completely about the loop 3f in 
tightly stretched Condtion So as to prOVide a 
doubleWebreenforcementforthebottom 13?The sleeve32maybeformed bysewingasection of” 
fabric into an open-ended b8gjust1arge enOUgh 
to receive theloop3?,so8s tostretchthe sleeve 
acrossthe1oop. Theopen end ofthesleevemay 
be closed bystitching or cementing when in as? 
sembledpostion Whenheavyobjectsareplaced ordroppedintothegarmentb8gG,thereenforced 
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frgme 8 supports the1oad by dstributingthe 
Weight throughout the entire bottom of the bag? 
The improved frame and bagmay be qulckly 

andeasily folded compactly into a,fat package 
forshtpplngor otherpurposes,Thefoldngoper 
ation ts accomplished by removing the garment 
bagfrom the Supportingrod R,Withdrawingthe 
garment holders from the bag,8nd8Wivelingthe 
hooks H t0the dotted line position,88shown in 
Fig.2sothat they1iesubstantially in the plane 
of thehangerbar B?Then,byusingthe hook888 
handles,boththe hooks Handth?bar Bmaybe 
swung 90°in either drection aboütthe axis of 
the ends f9 substantally into the.plane of the 
topff,andof the loop T?The entiretop frame 
of the b8gG then lies completeyflat,With the? 
sldefastener 141eft sightly open atthe topto 
8lowforthe escape of entrapped air,the b8gis 
foldedupprogressivelyfromthebottom untf11ts 
8ide88re Wrapped about the frame 8 and unti1 
thelatteriesfat8gainsttheframe Pandtop11? 
Althoughthe preferredform of the inVention is 

dsclosed herein in detai,it Wilbe apparent to 
thoseskiledintheartthat Various modfications 
arepossible without departngfrom the principles *theinventionorsacrificingitsadvantages, 

??lam: 1,Agarment bagframe comprising8spreader 
frame haVing tWo Oppostely dsposedeyelet81o 
catedalonganaxis closey adjacent the plane of 
saldspreaderframe;8 hangerbar havingtermi 
nals extendngthroughsaid eyelets andthereby 
pivotally connectingsald bartosaidframe,Said baralsohaVingtwosockets fxedinspacedapart 
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relation onsaidbarrespectivelyequidstantfrom 
saideyelets andterminalsWith 8xessubStantialy 
1ntersectingsaideyelet axis,and disp0Sed tranS 
Verselytosaid eyelet axis,said bar alsohaving 
8,portion thereof shaped to provide agarment 
hangerroddependingfrom SaidsocketsandleaV 
,tnga clear spacetherebetween;and a par of 
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suspendnghooksseveralysecuredinSaidSockets 
butfreetoswivelrelativelythereto,al parts of 
said hanger bar yingin substantialythe Same planeforpivota1movementaboutsaideyeletaxis, 
andtheswivelaxis of said hooksbeing dSp0Sed 
insaid plane andtransverseyto Said_axis,the 
construction and arrangement being Such that 
said hanger bar with its dependng hanger rod 
andsaid hooks maybepostioned to leinsub 
stantialy the same plane with Said Spreader 
frame? - 2.A garment bag frame Comprising a top 
spreaderframeformedofafat1oop of wire haV? 
ingtwooppositely disposed eyelets ocated along 
,anaxiscloseyadiacent the plane ofsaidSpreader 
frame,saidspreader frame beingadapted to le 
horizontaly withinsaid bagat the top thereof; 
a hanger bar within said loop and comprising B 
generaly U-shaped wire,the ends of whichex tendthroughsaideyeletsandtherebyarepivoted 
tosaid1oop about a horizontal axissubstantially 
in the plane of S8id loop,and the bottom gen? 
eraly horizontalpart ofthe U-shaped wire being 
Bent to provide notches for supporting the Coat 
hangersin mutualy spaced relation;a pair of 
hookseach havingaverticalStem;andapair of 
verticalsocketsrespectiveyequidistant fromsaid 
eyelets and terminals with 8xisin the plane of 
said1oop andswivelyreceiving Said stems,Said 
socketseach comprisingat least oneturn of the 
wireformingsaidbar,and beinglocatedSubStan 
tialyintheplane ofsaidhangerbarand having 
itsswivelaxisdsposed transverseiytoSaid hori 
Zontalaxis,wherebysaid hookmaybeswiveled 
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into the plane of Said bar,and Said bar Withits 
hookssoswiveled maybepivotedWithinSaideye 
lets to lie subStantially in the Same piane with 
thespreaderframe, - 

3?A garment bag frame COmprising a,top 
spreader frame formed Of a,Wire bent int0gen 
erallyrectangularformandadaptedto extendin 
a horizontalplaneatthetop of Said bag;eyelets 
formed bySaid wireatmidpoints of theopposite 
sides of Said frame;a depending hanger bar of 
Wireextending betWeen Said Opposite SideS,Said 
barincluding horizontalportionsextendingin 
Wardly from Said eyelets,arms depending from 
Said portions,anda horizontal rod joining Said 
arms,Said hanger bar being free t0 SWing Up 
Wardyabout Said portions SubStantiallyinto the 
plane of Said Spreader frame;and SUppOrting 
hooks,each hookhaVinga VerticalstemswiVelled withinahelicalsocketformedbyatleastoneturn 
of the Wire formingsaid bar,such Sockets being 
formedat theinner ends of Said p0rtions. - 
4?Agarment bagframe as claimedin claim3 

Wherein each Socket Comprises SubstantialytWo 
complete turns of said wire,and wherein each 
Stem is upSet adjacent both ends of its Socket 
toretaineachsteminitSS0cket? 
5.Agarment frame as claimed in claim 3 

Wherein saideyelets comprise a,single inverted 
turn of the WireformingSaidSpreaderframe,and 
said respective arms are ofset slightly relative 
tosaid portionSto locate Saidarms and Saidr0d 
close to the plane of Said frame when Said bar 
isswungupwardly. - 

6?Agarment bagframe comprisinga flat and 
substantially rectangular Wire loop having tWo 
axially aligned eyelets formed in two opp0site 
sidesthereofandofsetslightlyfrom the plane of 
Said loop;a,Substantialy U-shaped hanger bar 
consisting of a,single length of wire havingits terminalsbentlateralyawayfromeachotherand 
extendingthrough Saideyelets and bent t0form 
eyes for pivotally connecting Said bar to Said 
frame;thesides of the U-shape of Said bar also 
forming8 pair ofarms connectedtOgether bythe 
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3 
bottom of Said U-shape portion ofsaid barWhich 
providesarodforsupportinggarment hangers; 
each of Said arms haVing 8,coiled portion pro 
Viding a Socket;anda pair of suspending hookS 
COnnected toSaid bar,each of Said hooks haVing 
8 stem extendinginto,andretainedin but turn? 
able relativelyto,One of Said Sockets,Said arms, 
rodportion,andSockets of Said hanger bar ying 
insubstantialythesame planeastheterminals 
thereof,andthe axes of the stems of Said hooks 
extendingtransverSelytothe axis of Saidtermi? 
nals,the construction and arrangement being 
such thatsaid hooks may beturned toliein the 
plane ofsaid barand Saidbarand the hooksCon? 
nected thereto may be Swung So that both Said 
bar andsaid hookswillie cloSelyadjacent to and 
in substantialythe Same plane as Saidloop. 
7?Incombination,8garment b8gcomprisinga 

top spreader frame formed of8 rectangular 100pT 
of wireadapted to lie in a horizontal plane;8 
protective covering havingtop and side portions 
drapedoversaidtopspreaderframe with Saidtop 
resting against Said frame;a,U-shaped hanger 
bar of wire extending between opposite sides of sadframeandpivotedtheretoaboutahorizontal 
axis 1ocated substantiaily in the plane of Said 
frame,wherebysaid hanger bar maySwinginto 
substantially the plane of said frame; a Sup 
porting hookextending from Said hanger bar 
throughanapertureinsaidtop;a SWiVelCOnneC 
tion betweensaid hookandsaid hanger bar,Said 
connection comprising a Socket formed of Wire 
turns of said bar,lying in the Central plane of 
said U-shaped hanger bar,and being cloSely ad? 
jacent the plane of said spreader frame,the 
1ongitudinalaxis ofsaid Socket being perpendiCu 
1ar tothe plane of saidspreader frame;8,stem 
atthe1owerendof said hooksecured within Said 
socket but rotatable relatively thereto;and an 

40elastic washerreenforcingsaidapertureand haV 
ing an opening therein snugly fitting Said eX? 
tending portion,forpermittingsaid pivoting and 
swiveling while preserving Saidair-tightneSS? 

RALPH R,SMTTH? 


