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This invention relates to a garment sup-
porting device, and particularly to a trouser
supporting device, and has for an object to
provide a device of the character specified
particularly adapted for use in supporting
trousers in a stretched and correctly shaped
condition to permit the same to be cleaned
by either the well known dry or wet methods
commonly employed by tailors, laundries
and cleaning establishments, without injur-
ing the fabric or shrinking the same. The
garment, supporting device is also capable
of use in restoring shrunk garments to their
normal or original condition.

To these ends the garment supporting
device is provided with gripping members
capable of being inserted down into the in-
terior of the trousers, and adapted to engage
and grip the same to the waist portion and
at each leg portion thereof. The gripping
members are arranged to be capable of rela-
tive movement to produce the desired stretch
in the fabric of the trousers, and they may
and preferably will be mounted upon a
frame work constructed to form supports for
the waist, seat and leg portions of the trou-
sers to thereby cause the trousers when
stretched, to assume their correct shape, and
also to uniformly distribute the strain upon
the fabric to prevent injury to the same.

These and other features of the invention
will be hereinafter described and particu-
larly pointed out in the claims at the end of
this specification.

In the drawings illustrating the preferred
embodiment of the invention, Fig. 1is a side
elevation with a part in section, showing the
improved garment supporting device; Fig.
2 is an end elevation of the same, partly in

¢ gection on line 2—2 of Fig. 1; Fig. 8 1s a

sectional plan on line 3—3 of Fig. 1; Fig. 4
is a vertical sectional detail on line 4—4 of
Fig. 8; Fig. 5 is a sectional plan on line 5—5
of Fig. 1; and Fig. 6 is a similar view on

> line 6—6 of Fig. 1.

Referring to the drawings, the garment
supporting device illustrated therein is pro-
vided with a gripping member 10 for engag-
ing and gripping the waist portion of the
trousers, and also with gripping members
14, each of which is adapted to extend down
into and to grip the interior of the leg por-
tion of the trousers. The gripping member
10 comprises two sections or members 12,
13, movable toward and away. from one
ancther and thils eapuble of expansion inte

engagement with the interior of the waist
portion of the trousers. The gripping
members 14 comprise two sections 15, 16,
preferably constructed in a manner similar
to the gripping member 10 to be capable
of expansion into engagement with the in-
terior of each leg portion of the trousers.
The gripping member 10 may and prefer-
ably will be mounted upon and supported
by a top plate 17 of the frame work 18,
The frame work 18 is provided with depend-
ing members 19, 20, arranged to depend from
the top plate 17, and which are herein shown
as screwed into bosses 21, 22 on the under
side of the top plate. The gripping mem-
bers 14 are, as will be described, mounted
upon the lower portions of the depending
members 19, 20.

Referring now to Figs. 1 and 3, the grip-
ping member 10 is herein shown as com-
posed of two sections, each comprising a
semi-cylindrical block having a strip of
card clothing 26 extended around and se-
cured to the outer face thereof to present
a series of pins or engaging members 27 for
engaging and gripping the interior of tha
walst portion of the trousers when the sec-
tions of the gripping member 10 are moved
apart or expanded. The sections of the
gripping member 10 may and preferably
will be provided with longitudinal tongues
28, depending from the under side thereof,
which are received within and slide in lon-
gitudinal grooves 29 in the upper surface of
the top plate 17, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3.

In order to prevent upward displacement
of the gripping member 10 from the top

plate 17, side plates 81, 32 are attached to

and arranged to depend from ‘the semi-
cylindrical blocks comprising each section
of the gripping. member 10, and the side
plates 81, 32 are shaped to curve over the
side edges of the top plate, as shown in Fig.
2. The side plates 31, 32 are herein shown
as attached to tapered frames each compris-
ing side plates 33, 34, curved to conform to

the shape of the trousers at. the seat por-

tion thereof, and having upper and lower
cross. members 85, 36, slidably received in
slots 38, 89 in the depending members 19,20,
shown in detail in Fig. 4.

Tn order to move the sections of the grip-
ping member 10 outwardly into their ex-
paiaded position, the top plate 17 is prefer-
ably ;
standing therefrom, and having 4 collar 41
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be mounted upon a threaded: sleeve
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slidably mounted thereon. The lower end
of the rod 37 is reduced and extended
through a hole in the top plate 17 and in. a
boss 42 upstanding therefrom, and is pro-
vided with a collar 43 pinned to the end
portion of the rod 37 below the top plate
17. The collar 41 is connected by “links 44,
45 to each section of the gripping member
10, the links being pivoted to each section
and to the collar.  The rod 37 is also pro-
vided with a hand wheel 40 screwed thereon
so that when the hand wheel is screwed
dosvri upon the rod 37, the collar 41 is forced
downwardly and operates through the links
44, 45 to cause the sections of the gripping
member 10 to slide outwardly upon the top
plate 17.

Tach of the ormpmcr members 14 is pref-
erably of substantially the same construc-
tion. as the gripping member 10 and, as
herein shown, each compuces two sections
15, 16 having curved outer por tions te which
card clothmcr 53 is attached to present.a plu-
rality of pins or engaging members 54.
Kach section 15, 16 is arranoed to slide in a
channel .or-opening 53 {01‘mhd in- each end
of a supporting member ox piece 56. Iach
section 15, 16 is provided with tongues 57
received in suitable grooves in the pmtmns
of - the piece 56 ioumnof the sides of the
channel or opening 55 so as to retain the sec-
tions: 15, 16 and supporting piece or member
56 in operative relation and to permit the

sections to.be moved longitudinally ‘of the
supporting. member 56, Iach suppo‘*tmu'

member or-piece 56 may and preferably will
58 ex-
tended through a threaded hole in the piece
56 and in a boss 59 upstanding therefrom,
as» shown 1n Fig. 1. The sleeve 58 is pref-
erably provﬂed with: a hand wheel 64
formed ~integral = therewith to enable the
sleeve. to be manually rotated. Each sleeve

58 is rotatably supported upon a reduced
lower end portion 60 of one of the depen@—

ing members 19, 20, being maintained in po-

sition therecn by 2 shoulder 61 and: nut 62
serewed mpon the lower threaded end there-
of.. With this construction, upon rotation
of the sleeve.B8, the snpportmo member: or
piece 56 is caused: to- move up or down as
the sleeve rotates, acting as a nut in thread-
ed  engagement with the sleeve. In this
nianner, “each gripping. member 14 may be
bodity moved. 1ong%tuchnal]y of the depend-
ing members 19, 20, to not only adjust them

for - different lennths of trouser legs; but

also to produce longitudinal stretching of
the trouser legs, as will be. descubed ‘

- Bach section: of the gripping members 14

may and preferably will be connected to the
side members 33, 34 of the tapered frames,
and.as herein shown the lower end portion
of the side members 83, 34 are tubular, and
rods 65 pivoted to ears 66 upon the upper

“on the reduced end
ing members 19, ‘)O, and acting as a screw
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surface of each section are arranged to-

telescope into the tubular lower portion of
the side members 33,:34: ‘With this construc-
tion, when the gripping members:10, 14 are
e::panded the tapered frames formed by the
side members 83, 34 are moved outwardly

into- a position to engage, stretch and sup—
port the seat and leg portions of the
trousers in’ their corlect}y shaped- position.

In order to expand the sections of the
eripping members 14, each section-is con-
nected by links 70, 71 to @ collar 72 slida bly
mounted cn the sleeve 58, the links: 70,
being” pivoted to both the: section' and the
collar. A hand wheel' 75 is screwed upon
the threaded sleeve 58 below ‘the- collar.

In the uge of the g,arment supporting de:
vice the hand wheels’ 40, 75, are first rotated
to permit the sections of the gripping’ mem-
bers 10 and 14 to be  manually slid by the
operator  into what may be regarded their
contracted or inoperative pOblthIl In such
poqtlon the entire: device may be' inserted
into the interior of the trousers with each of
the gripping members 14 and its supporting
frame inserted down: into' a leg portion
thiercof. The Hand wheels are then rotated
to force the collars 41, and 72 toward one
another and through the Tinks 44, 45 and
70, xl to cause the sections of the gripping
members 10; 14, to'slide- OULWdl’uY until the
card o]othlnrr upon- the outer' face of each
section: engages  the interior ‘of the waist

portion 'and of eachleg 1301t10n of the
trousers.. The gripping members may- be

in this manner ezxpanded to any desired de-

gree to prodiice a definite stretch-and ten-
sion laterally -in the trousers:
Tn order to stretch the trotsers” longi-
tudlnﬂly, the hand wheel 64 is now rotated
auging the thtmded sleeve 58 to rotate up-
i portions of the depend-

the sleeves-cause the s uppmtm” members. or
pieces 56 and the gripping members: 14 car-
ried therebv to be “moved bodily downward-
lv, and. durmn this movement. the rods 65
slide outvm‘dly from the: lower end of the
tubular portion of the side members 83, 34.
The gripping’ member 10 engaging the Wm%t
portion of the-trousers holds the same in a
relatively stationary posmon so- that upon
the downward movement of the gripping
members 14 the portions of the trousers be-
tween the gripping niembers 10 and- 14 are

stretched Tongitudinally, and the ‘«uppr)r*

ng frames formed by the side members 83,
34 operate to'distribute the strain upon. the
L,Lbll(l uniformly so that considerable strain
can be applied and the trousers stretched to
any desired  degree Wlthout 111]111"37 to the
f‘ﬂ“mr thereof.

"The present trousers supporting device, it

will be- observed, enables the trousers to be
not only stretched and maintained in a cor-
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rectly shaped condition to permlt them to
be cleaned by either the well known dry or
wet methods employed by tailors, laundries
or the like without shrinking the fabric or
injurying the same, but in adchtlon the de-
vice Is also capable of use in restoring
shrunk garments to their normal or 01‘10111&1
condition.

While in its preferred form the invention
is embodied in a device for supporting and
stretching trousers, it is to be understood
that the invention may be embodied in other
forms within +the scope of the following
claims.

Having thus described the
what is claimed is:

1. In a trousers supporting device, in com-
bination, a supportin(f frame mpwble of be-
ing inserted into the interior of the trousers,
a gripping member for engaging the waist
pmtlon of the trousers, a gripping member
arranged to engage the interior of each leg
portion of the trousers, all of said gripping
members being mounted on the frame, means
for posmve]y expanding said = gripping
members to stretch the trousers 1at°ra11y,

invention,

and means for relatively moving those grip-

ping members cooperating with the waist
and leg portions to stretch the trousers
longitudin ally

2. In a trousers supporting device, in com-
bination, a supporting frame comprising a
top member and depending members spaced
apart, a gripping member comprising two
sections mounted on the top member to be
capable of movement toward and away from
each other, means for positively moving said
sections laterally, a gripping member mount-
ed upon each depending member, and means
for relatively moving said Lttter gripping
members toward and away from the first
gripping member.

3. In a trousers supporting device, in com-
bination, a supporting frame provided with
two depending members spaced apart, a
plurality of gripping members mounted on
the frame, one upon the upper portion
thereof and one on each depending member,
means for positively expanding all of the
gripping members to grip and stretch later-
ally the waist and leg portions of the
trousers, and means for moving the grip-
ping member for each leg portion away
from the gripping member for the waist
peortion including a member in threaded en-
gagement with the gripping member, and
means for permitting said merber to be
manually rotated.

4. In a trousers supporting device, in com-
bination, a supporting frame, gripping

8

members mounted thereon for engaging the
waist and each leg portion of the trousers
and each comprising two sections slidably
mounted on the frame, and means for mov-
ing said sections into an expanded position
to engage the trousers including a threaded
member, a hand wheel screwed thereon, and
linkage connecting the hand wheel and said
sections.

In a trousers supporting device, in com-
bmatlon, a supporting frame haVan' an up-
per member insertible into the waist portion
ot the trousers and having leg portions de-
pending from said upper member and spaced
apart for ingertion into the legs of the trou-
sers, a gripping member slidable on the up-
per member of said frame into and out of
engagement with the waist portion of said
trousers, and ompplno members for engag-
ing the legs of the trousers, a supporting
member for said leg gripping members car-
ried by the dependmv leg portions of said
frame and upon which said leg gripping
members are movable toward and from each
other and into and out of engagement with
the leg por tions of said trousers. ’

6. In a trousers supporting device, in com-
bination, a supporting frame having an up-
per member insertable into the waist portion
ot the trousers and having expansible and
contractible leg portions depending from
said upper member and spaced apart for
insertion into the leg portions of said trou-
sers and slidable toward and from each
other on said upper member, and means car-
ried by said frame for positively engaging
and gripping the interior of the waist and
le'> portions of said trousers.

In a trousers supporting device, in com-
bmahon, a supporting frame having an up-
per meraber insertible into the waist, portion
of the trousers and having leg portions de-

pending from said upper member and spaced -

apart for insertion into the legs of the trou-
sers, a gripping member mounted. to slide
on said 1 upper member into and out of en-
gagement with the waist portion of the trou-
sers, gripping members for engaging the leg
portions of the trousers, supporting mem-
bers for said leg gripping members and upon
which the latter are mounted to slide, said
supporting members being carried by the
leg portions of said supporting frame, and
rotatable means for effecting movement of
said supporting members on said leg por-
tlons

In Lestunony whereof, I have sismed my
name to this specification. '

CHARLES H. YOUNG.
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