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UNITED STATES 
GEORGE GOODYEAR, 

PATENT OFFICE. 
OF NEW YORK, N.Y. 

MPROVEMENT IN BOOT AND SHOE SHANKS 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 136,991, dated March 18, 1873, 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE GOODYEAR, of 

New York, in the county of New York and 
State of New York, have invented a new Im 
provement in Shanks for Boots and Shoes; 
and I do hereby declare the following, when 
taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawing and the letters of reference marked 
thereon, to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the same, and which said drawing con: 
stitutes part of this specification, and repre 
Sents, in 

Figure 1, a perspective view, and in Fig 2 
a longitudinal central section. 
This invention relates to an improvement 

in shanks for boots and shoes for which Let 
ters Patent were granted to me bearing date 
September 12, 1871. In that patent the shank 
is formed from a single piece of wood, the 
Several thicknesses produced by slitting from 
the forward end to near the rear end, leaving 
it solid at the rear; hence in the wear or bend 
ing of the foot the “lifts” slide one upon the 
ter from the solid end toward the forward el. 

The object of the present invention is to 
lessen the length of movement of the “lifts” 
one upon another, as also to produce a more 
elastic shank; and it consists in a solid wood 
shank slit from each end toward the center, 
leaving the wood solid and uncut for a short 
distance at the center, whereby the move. 

ment of the plates one upon the other is from 
the center toward each end. 

I form the shank from a single solid piece 
of wood into the shape required for the filling 
of the shank, in substantially the manner for 
forming Wood or other shanks, and to make 
this elastic Islit from each end, as at a b, to 
Ward the center, leaving a portion, A, at the 
Center uncut. . 

There may be several of these slits, pro 
portioned in number to the thickness of the 
shank, thus divided into lifts or plates im 
movable upon each other at the center; the 
bending of the shank will cause the plates to 
move one upon the other toward each end; this 
movement being little more than half as much 
as when the shank is solid at one end and slit 
therefrom to the other end, it follows that the 
friction is proportionately less and the elastic 
ity proportionately greater. 
I claim as my invention 
As an article of manufacture, a Wood shank 

for boots or shoes formed from a single piece 
of wood slit from each end toward the center, 
leaving a portion at or near the center solid 
and uncut, substantially in the manner de 
scribed. 

GEO, GOODYEAR. 

Witnesses: 
A. J. TIBBITS, 
J. H. SHUMWAY. 

  


