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7"o all thom it may concern; 
Be it known that I, LUCY W. LUCE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
116 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, in the county 

5 of Kings and State of New York, have in 
vented a new and useful improvement in a 
Device for Supporting Walls of a Tile 
Game, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 

10 The invention has to do with tile games, 
such as the game of mahjongg, and the ob. 
ject is to aid in the building of the wall 
and in Supporting the pieces taken from the 
wall to form the “hands’ or sets of the 

15 players. The invention is, in part, an im 
provement upon and within the invention 
of my prior application Serial No. 635,955 
filed May 1, 1923. 

In the accompanying drawings forming 
20 part hereof and illustrating a preferred en 

bodiment of this invention: 
Fig. 1 is a plan view of the apparatus as 

sembled to form a frame of definite propor 
tions, within and against which to build the 
tile Wall, a portion of which is indicated by 
broken lines; . 

Fig. 2 is a rear elevation on a larger 
scale of one of the members, with a portion. 
broken out because of limitation of space; 

30 Fig. 3 is a vertical transverse section on 
the line 3-3 of Fig. 2, indicating the po 
sition of one of the tiles in the trough-rack; 
and 

Fig. 4 is an elevation of one corner of the 
35 frame. 

The frame of Fig. 1 is formed by inter 
locking the four separable members 1, one of 
which is shown in greater detail in Figs. 2 
and 3. 

40 Each of these members comprises a 
trough-like, outwardly facing rack 2, hav 
ing a base, a back and ends, and open at the 
top and front, the ends being preferably 
formed by plates 3 applied to the ends of the 

45 body, which may be of Wood. The inner 
bottom face 4 of the rack inclines downward 
and rearward, and the inner back face 5 in 
clines upward and rearward, so that the 
tiles are supported in an inclined position 

50 represented at a in Fig. 3, rendering them 
convenient to read and insuring against 
their toppling forward out of the trough. 
The length of the rack is so proportioned 
that, with the largest size of tiles on sale, 

58 there is sufficient room for the player to 
draw his full set of tiles and to provide ad 

2 5 

ditional space for slipping the tiles back and 
forth - to assort them in suits, and the tiles 
can not tumble over and become exposed to 
other players. The closed ends likewise 
keep the tiles from slipping off end wise. 

Projecting from the ends of the troughs 
and even with the backs are interlocking 
terminals 6, 6 formed by flat bar pieces 7. 
7" secured to the body by screws 8. In some 
cases the bar part of the member might be 
continuous, but it is advantageous to di 
vide it in two pieces, as shown, set in a 
groove 9 in the back face of the body, or 
intermediate part, wherein they can be shift 
ed longitudinally to increase or diminish 
the distance between the interlocks. 
As in the prior application aforesaid, the 

interlocks are formed by slotting the pro 
jecting end portions half way from oppo 
site edges, one interlock having a single slot 
10, while the other has two slots 10, 10, the 
two slots being spaced apart by a distance 
corresponding approximately to the length 
of a tile, so that the wall may be built either 
with or without extra tile pieces. One of 
the ends, that which is provided with the 
downwardly facing slot, is also provided 
with a Scalloped projection 11 forming a 
battle for lifting this end to disengage the 
OCK. 

The movability of the interlocks of each 
member relatively to each other by sliding 
them on the body enables the frame mem 
bers to be set for different makes of tiles, 
which vary somewhat in composition and 
also slightly in proportions. This flexibility 
is best secured by forming the bar pieces 
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with longitudinal slots 12, having counter 
sunk edges, to accommodate the flush-head 
screws 8. By loosening these screws the bar 
pieces 7, 7, or one of them, can be ap 
propriately shifted, and the screws can then 
be tightened to hold the parts in the de 
sired relation. 
What I claim as new is: 
1. An apparatus for use in a tile game, 

comprising a set of members consisting of 
racks adapted to receive the “hands” of 
tiles of the respective players, with project 
ing interlocking terminals on the racks to 
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form an enclosure of definite proportions, 
the racks and terminals being constructed 
to form continuous surfaces against which 
to build the sides of a wall of tiles. 

2. A member of an apparatus as Set forth 
in the foregoing claim, further character 
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ized by being constituted of a trough part 
and a flat bar part affording the terminals, 
the back of the trough part being grooved 
and the bar part being set flush into the 
groove, substantially as described. 

3. An apparatus for use in a tile game 
comprising a set of racks with interlocking 
terminals, the several members containing 
provision for increasing or diminishing the 

0. distances between their terminals, substan 
tially as described. , . 

4. An apparatus for use in building the 

5 

Walls of a tile game, comprising a set of 
bars or members to form an enclosure of 
definite proportions within and against 
which to build a wall of tiles, the said mem 
bers being formed with interlocking sepa 
rable ends and having provision in each 
member for increasing or diminishing the 
distance between such ends, substantially as 
described. 
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5. An apparatus for use in building the 
walls of a tile game, comprising a set of 
bars or members to form an enclosure of 
definite proportions within and against 
which to build a wall of tiles, each of said 
members being formed at opposite ends, re 
spectively, with a single slotted and a double 
slotted interlock, and having provision for 
increasing or diminishing the distance be 
tween the interlocks. 

6. An apparatus for use in building the 
walls of a tile game, comprising a set of bars 
or members to form an enclosure of definite 
proportions within and against which to 
build the Wall of tiles, each of said mem. 
bers comprising an intermediate part and 
two end parts adapted to be fixed at differ 
ent positions lengthwise with reference to 
the intermediate part, the end parts having 
interlocks. 

LUCY W. LUCE. 
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