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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN F. FOSTER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Neo-
sho,in the county of Newton and State of Mis-
5 souri, have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Spring-Supports for Wagon-
Tongues; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
10 skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

My invention relates to spring-supports for
vehicle-tongues, the object of which is to re-
lieve the necks of horses from the weight of

15 such tongue, and thus enable the vehicle to
be more easily guided and controlled by the
driver.

My invention consists in providing a spring
on the under side of the tongue in such a

2o manner that the tension thereof may be util-
ized, and by the addition of a pin, as will be
hereinafter set forth, the tongue may be rig-
idly secured in any preferred position.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of awagon hav-

25 ing my invention applied thereto. Tig. 2 is
an enlarged perspective detail view of the
device removed. .

Referring in detail to the various parts of
my invention by their respective figures of

3o designation, 1 is the base-plate, which may
be attached to the front side of the front
axle of the wagon of the usual construction,
while 2 represents a horizontal bar affixed
to said plate and reaching forward through

35 an aperture 3, provided in the downwardly-
reaching arm 4 of the bracket 5,said bracket
being secured to the underside of the tongue
near the rear end thereof.

Intermediate the base 1 and the bracket 5

40 I place upon the bar 2 the spiral spring 6,
the tension of which regulates the position
of the tongue. The bar 2 is provided with
the series of apertures 7, the object of which
is to enable a pin to be inserted therein im-

45 mediately in the rear of the bracket 5, when
the tension of the spring will be relieved and

" theweight of the tongue will come upon such
pin. The base-plate 1 is preferably bolted

to the axle, while the bracket 5 is secured in
50 the same manner tothetongue by bolts 8 pass-
ing through the front end of such bracket
and the rear end of the tongue, when they
are secured by nuts in the usunal manner.

From the foregoing description the con-
struction of my invention will be readily un- 53
derstood. The operation thereof is as fol-
lows: The base-plate 1 is affixed to the axle
and the spiral spring placed over the stand-

-ard, when the aperture in the arm 4 is so

placed that it will receive the free end of the 6o
bar 2 and the bracket is moved rearwardly
into the desired position and secured by the
bolts. When the parts are thus assembled,
it will be seen that the tongue will be held in

the desired posiiion and the weight thereof 65

will be taken from the necks of the animals,
leaving the vehicle in such condition that it
may be easily guided.

I am well aware that it is old in tongue-
supports to connect a plate to the forward .70
side of an axle-tree; to connect a bearing-
plate having an aperture to the under side
of a pivoted tongue; to provide a rod con-
nected to the plate on the axle-tree and
taking loosely through the aperture in the 73
plateon the tongue and having screw-threads
for a portion of its length, a nut mounted on
the threaded portion of the rod, and a spiral
spring surrounding the rod intermediate of
the nut and the bearing-plate on the tongue, 8o
and I therefore make no claim to such con-
struction; but

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

In a tongue-support for vehicles, the com- 83
bination, with the vehicle and the tongue
connected thereto, of the plate 1, connected
to the front axle of the vehicle, the bar 2,
conuected to said plate and having an aper-
ture adjacent to its forward end, the bracket go
connected to the under side of the tongue, '
the depending arm connected to the bracket
and having an aperture to receive the for-
ward end of the bar 2, the spiral spring
mounted on the bar between the plate 1 and g5
the bracket-arm, and the pin adapted to be
inserted in the aperture of the bar 2 to take
the strain off the spring, substantially as and -
for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix mysignature in 100
presence of two witnesses.

BENJAMIN F. FOSTER.

Witnesses:
DALLAS MASON,
P. R. SMITH.




