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cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other
special reason (as specified)

“0”  document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means
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the priority date claimed
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“X"”  document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive
step when the document is taken alone
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Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages
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UsS 2002/0097608 Al (STMICROELECTRONICS),
25 July, 2002 (25.07.02),

Full text; all drawings

& FR 2818012 Al

Kern (Ken) Rim et al., Fabrication and Analy
sis of Deep submicron Strained-Si N-MOSFET's,
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No.7, JUly, 2000, pages 1406 to 1415
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L D Claims Nos.: ‘
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of thé international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:‘ Claims Nos.: ‘
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. IIT Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

There must exist a special technical feature so linking a group of inventions
of claims as to form a single general inventive concept in order that the
groupof inventionsmaysatisfytherequirementofunityof invention. However,
as mentioned on the (extra sheet), this international application contains
seven inventions: the invention of claims 1-4, 11-14; the invention of claims
5, 6, 15-18; the invention of claim 7; the invention of claims 8, 19; the
invention of claims 9, 21; the invention of claims 10, 22; and the invention
of claim 20. (Continued to extra sheets.)

L l:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of
any additional fee.

3. [:I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.. 1-4, 11-14

Remark on Protest ] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

There must exist a special technical feature so linking a group o £
inventions of claims as to form a single general inventive concept imn
order that the group of inventions may satisfy the requirement of unity
of invention. However, the group of inventions of claims 1-22 are linke d
only by the technical feature of claim 1.

However, this technical feature cannot be a special technical feature
since it is disclosed in prior art documents such as JP 2002-314089 A
(Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd.) 25 October, 2002 (25.10.02) ,
JP 11-500873 A (Philips Electronics N.V.),19 January, 1999 (19.01.99) ,
US 2002/0097608 Al (STMICROELECTRONICS), 25 July, 2002 (25.07.02), and
Kern (Ken) Rim et al., Fabrication and Analysis of Deep submicrox
Strained-Si N-MOSFET's, IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON ELECTRON DEVICES, Vol.47 ,
No.7, July 2000, pages 1406 to 1415.

Therefore, there exists no special technical feature so linking the
group of inventions of claims 1-22 as to form a single general inventive
concept. Consequently, it appears that claims 1-22 do not satisfy the
requirement of unity of invention.

Next, the number of inventions of the claims in the internationa.l
application so linked as to form a single general inventive concept ,
namely, the number of inventions will be examined

The inventions of claims 3-10 are linked only by the technical feature
common to claims 1, 2. However, this technical feature cannot be a special
technical feature since it is disclosed in the above prior art documents .
Therefore, the inventions of claims 1-12 are divided into four inventions =
the invention of claims 1-4, 9, 10; the invention of claims 5, 6; the
invention of claim 7; and the invention of claim 8.

Examining the inventions of claims 1-4, 9, 10, the inventions of clains
4, 9, 10 are linked only by the technical feature common to claims 1-3 .
However, this technical feature cannot be a special technical feature
since it is disclosed in the above prior art documents. Consequently,
the inventions of claims 1-4, 9, 10 are divided into three inventions =
the invention of claims 1-4; the invention of claim 9; and the inventior
of claim 10.

The inventions of claims 13-22 are linked only by the technical feature
common to claims 11, 12. However, this technical feature cannot be a
special technical feature since it is disclosed in the above prior ari
documents. Consequently, the inventions of claims 11-22 aredividedinto
four inventions: the invention of claims 11-14, 21, 22; the inventionr
of claims 15-18; the invention of claim 19; and the invention of claim
20.

Examining the inventions of claims 11-14, 21, 22, the inventions of
claims 14, 21, 22 are linked only by the technical feature common to
claims 11-13. However, this technical feature cannot be a special
technical feature since it is disclosed in the above prior art documents .
Consequently, the inventions of claims 11-14, 21, 22 are divided into
three inventions: the invention of claims 11-14; the invention of claim
21; and the invention of claim 22.

The inventions of claims 1-4, claims 5, 6, claim 8, claim 9, and claim
10 and the inventions of claims 11-14, claims 15-18, claim 19, claim
21, and claim 22 are linked by the technical features, a semiconductor
device and a method for manufacturing the semiconductor device
respectively. :

Consequently, the international application contains sevenrx
inventions: the invention of claims 1-4, 11-14; the invention of claims
5, 6, 15-18; the invention of claim 7; the invention of claims 8, 19;
the invention of claims 9, 21; (Continued to the next extra sheet.)
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the invention of claims 10, 22; and claim 20.
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