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vision of means so arranged with respect to 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ANDREW LA FAYETTE BARRINGER, OF STATESVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA. 

MEA-TENDERER, 

1,116,668. 

7o all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that , ANDREW LA FAYETTE 

| BARRINGER, I citizen of the United States, re 
siding at Statesville, in the county of Ire 
dell and State of North Carolina, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Meat-Tenderers, of which the fol | lowing is a specification. 
This invention relates to an improved de 

vice for tendering meat. . 
An object of Èhe invention is to provide 

in a meat tenderer means whereby the fibers 
of the beef, pork, mutton or other meat 
acted upon may be pounded and Separated 
to in this manner malke tender what would 
otherwise be a tough piece of meat. 
The invention further resides in the pro 

one of the engaging or pounding heads of 
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the device as to effect therefor, a resilient 
yieldable bed or support; the head itself be 
ing of such novel and peculiar construction 
as to permit, when acting upon meat and 
bone, the pounding and crushing of the 
former without a corresponding action upon 
the latter. : 
The above and additional objects are ac 

is, complished by such means as are illustrated 
30 

i appended 
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in their preferred embodiment in the ac 
companying drawings, described in the fol 
lowing specification and then more particu 
larly pointed out in the claims Which are 

hereto and form a part of this ap 
plication. : ' . 

In describing ny invention in detail ref 
erence will be had to the accompanying 
drawings wherein like characters denote like or corresponding parts throughout the 
several views, and in which :— 

tion, of a device constructed in accordance 
with the present invention; Fig. 2 is a sec 

** : tion on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 is 
45 
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a section on the line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 
Referring now to the i drawings by nu 

merals, 1 designates a substantially flat base 
from the center of which extends upWardly 
in a vertical plane, a standard or post 2, | 
hollow, as indicated by the dotted lines in Fig. 1 throughout the greater portion of its 
length. l. Formed integrally with the stand 
ard 2 and projecting laterally from the top 
thereof is an extension 3 so formed or 

55 
shaped as to provide an enlarged horizon 
tally flat Support 4, the center of which is 

Specification of Letters Patent, 

Figure 1 is a side elevation, partly in Sec 

- - - -, Patented Nov. 10, 1914. 
Application filed February 25, 1914. - Serial No. 820,976. 

aforesid. A depending flange 5 is integral 
With the Support 4, said flange being upon 
three of the four sides of the said support 
to form a recess 6 on the underside thereof. 60 
It is within the said recess 6 that the upper 
head portion 7 of the device is arranged, the 
said head portion comprising a plurality of . 
duplicate sections designated 8, each being 
provided with a stem 9 disposed to fit or ex 
tend through an aperture 10 in the support, 
member 4, the Said stems being bent at their 
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free ends and upon the top of the said sup 
port to limit movement in one direction of 
the head 7 and to maintain the said sections 70 S normally upon the same horizontal plane. 
An expansion i helical spring 11 embraces. 
each stem 9, the springs abutting at one end 
the respectiye Sections of the head 7 and at 
their opposite end the under "surface of the 
Support 4 so as to yieldably support the said 
Sections 8 in extended position, yet, at the 
Same time permitting, upon pressure being 
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brought to bear upon the under surface of 
the head 7, movement of all of the sections 80 8 in unison or, movement of one of the sec tions 8 independent of the others. 

Extending into the bore of the standard 2. 
is a stem 12 endarged as at 13 to form an 
angular shoulder which, in the normal posi 
tion of the device, abuts the top of the said 
standard to maintain the lower or other - 
head 14 of the device in the position indi 
cated in Fig. 1 of the drawings. The said 
head 14 is bodily movable in a vertical , 
plane and in its preferred form is integral 
with the stem 12. The adjacent surfaces of 
the head 7 and the head ?4 are serrated or 
toothed as indicated at 15 to provide, when 
the said heads are in engagement, for the 
Separating or tearing action upon the fibers 
of the meat acted upon. 
Ås operating means for 

head 14, I provide a lever 46 of the bell 
crank type, one end of which is pivoted as : 
at 17 to the endargement 13 of the stem 12, 
the opposite end of the said lever being pro 
vided with º a handle 18. 

bodily moving the 
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Pivoted to the 
lever 16 as indicated at 19 is a link 20, the 
opposite end being pivoted as at 21. to the 
standard 2 at a point adjacent the base 1 of 
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the device. The pressure upon the handle 
18 will cause the head 14 to move toward the 
head 7 and the link 20 to assume a substan- , 
tially vertical position, in this manner caus 
ing the teeth 15 of the lower head to mesh in axial alinement with the standard 2 l or interlock. with the teeth 15 of the upper 
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head or, should the meat to be pounded or 
separated be placed between the heads i 7 
and 14, cause the fibers of the meat to be 
separated and the meat acted upon in such 
a manner as to be made tender by continued 
reciprocation of the movable or lower 
head 14. 
From the above, taken in connection with 

the accompanying drawings it will be noted 
that the upper head 7 being formed in Sec 
tions, meat and bone may be placed between 
the said two heads and the movable head 14 
reciprocated and the fleshy part of the meat 
acted upon tendered without corresponding 
action upon the bony part thereof; that the 
several sections of the said head 7 may be 
moved vertically, one independent of the 
other; and that by interposing the springs 
11 between the several sections and the sup 
port 4, the former are normally maintained 
in extended position and upon substantially 
the same horizontal plane. 

In reduction to practice, I have found that 
the form of my invention, illustrated in the 
drawings and referred to in the above de 
scription, as the preferred embodiment, is 
the most efficient, and practical; yet realiz 
ing that the conditions concurrent with the 
adoption of my device will necessarily vary, 
I desire to emphasize the fact that various 
minor changes in details of construction, 
proportion and arrangement of parts may 
be resorted to, when required, without sacri 
ficing any of the advantages of my inven 
tion, as defined in the appended claims. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is:— 

1. A meat tendering device including a 
supporting frame, a yieldable head o plate 
comprising a plurality of independently 
movable spring actuated head sections, indi 
vidual guide means for the respective sec 
tions, a bodily movable non-yielding plate 
member, and means actuatable to move the 
said plate member into engagement with the 
said head, the several head sections inde pendently yielding in a tendering operation 
according to the resistance offered by the 
meat being tendered. 

2. A meat tendering device including a 
yieldable head, a relatively movable plate, a 
hollow support for the plate, a stem rigid : 
with the plate and fitting the hollow sup 
port, a bell crank pivoted to the stem, and a 
link fastened at one end to the bell crank 
and at its opposite end to the support, said 
bell crank when actuated causing said plate 

to be moved relatively to the head, as and 
for the purpose set forth. , 3. A meat tendering device including 8 
Supporting frame, a head plate comprising a 
plurality of independently movable head 
plate sections, a stem for each section, the 
respective stems being engageable with the 
said frame to limit movement of the said 
sections, spring means arranged to embrace 
the respective stems, the springs being en 
gageable with the said frame and with the 
respective sections to normally maintain the 
said sections upon the same horizontal plane, 
a base plate movable relatively to the head 
plate, and means mounted on said frame and 
engageable with said base plate for mºy 
the latter into and out of engagement wit 
the Said head plate, the several head plate 
sections independently yielding in a tender 
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ing operation according to the resistance : 
offered by the meat being tendered. 

4. A meat tendering device including a 
supporting frame, a head plate comprisin 
a plurality of independently movable hea 
plate sections, an individual spring engage 
able with each section to normally maintain 
the said sections upon the same horizontal 
plane, means limiting movement of thère 
spective sections, a non-yielding base plate 
mounted on the frame, and means actuatable 
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to move the said base plate relatively to the : 
head plate in a meat tendering operation, 
the individual head plate sections independ 
ently yielding during such operation accord 
ing to the resistance offered by the meat be 
ing tendered. " - , A 

5. A meat tendering device including a 
suitable support, a riigidly supported head 
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movable relatively to said support, means 
for bodily moving said head in a vertical 
plane, a second head comprising a plurality 
of independent head sections, a stem for each 100 
section, said stems being engageable with ; 
said support to normally maintain all of the 
said sections upon substantially the same 
horizontal plane, spring means for each sec 
tion, said means providing a yieldable sup 
port for said head, each of said heads hav 
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ing teeth thereon, said heads being adapted 
to be moved toward and from each other, 
as and for the purpose set forth. . . . 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

ANDREW LA FAYETTE BARRINGER. 
Witnesses: 

SIG WALLACE, 
W. HERBERT HOFFMANN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patenite, 
Washington, D. C.” , ... - * * * 
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