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Re. 22,119

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

23,119

ER FASTENING MEANS

George Albert Lyon, Allenhurst, N. J.

Original No. 2,193,108, dated March 12, 1540,
Serial No. 156,280, July 29, 1937. A
for reissue December 28, 1940, Serial No. 371,441

(CL 301—-37)

15 Claims.

This invention relates to an ornamental mem-
ber fastening means, and more particularly to a
means for detachably securing an ornamental
member to a vehicle wheel which permits the
ornamental member to be mounted with very lit-
tle effort but which requires a relatively great
force to disengage the ornamental member from
the wheel.

In designing ornamental members adapted to
be secured on the outer side of a wheel and to the
means for securing the same thereon, it is con-
sidered important to provide a construction
which may quickly and easily be assembled,
which will not accidentally come off due to vibra-
tion or sudden jar, and which may readily be dis-
assembled when desired. The most desirable
construction, therefore, would include a mount-
ing means which requires very little force to
assemble the ornamental member on the wheel,
but which requires a relatively great force to re-
move the ornamental member from the wheel.
Furthermore, & mounting means of the above
type preferably should be hidden from view in
the assembled position of the ornamental mem-
ber on the wheel. Due to the fact that in prac-
tice an ornamental member is frequently re-
moved from the wheel in order to afford access
to the wheel mounting bolts, it is also desirable
to provide some form of attaching means for de-
tachably securing the ornamental member to the
wheel which may readily be replaced when
broken or otherwise unfit for use.

It is an object of this invention to provide a
novel attaching means for detachably securing
an ornamental member for a wheel which pos-
sesses the above highly desirable characteristics.

Another object of this invention is to provide
& novel wheel assembly including novel means
for mounting an ornamental member on a wheel,
which is economical to manufacture, and which
is rugeed and reliable in use.

A further object of this invention is to provide
a novel method and means of mounting an orna-
mental member on a wheel which requires only a
relatively small force to mount the member, but
which requires a relatively great force to dis-
mount the member from the wheel. .

A still further object of this invention is to
provide a novel means for detachably securing an
ornamental member on & vehicle wheel, the se-
curing or attaching means being fastened to the
wheel by a wedging or biting action of the tail
portion of the means.

Another and further object of this invention
is to provide a novel form of easy-on hard-off
attaching means for detachably securing an or-
namental member to 8 vehicle wheel, the attach-
ing means being secured to the wheel in a novel
manner.

Another and still further object of this inven-
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tion is to provide means for mounting an orna-
mental member on a wheel including a plurautg
of leaf spring ornamental member retaining ele-
ments of novel design, which elements operate
in a novel manner to detachably secure an or-
namental member to a wheel,

The novel features which I believe to be char-
acteristic of my invention are set forth with par-
ticularity in the appended claims. My invention
itself, however, both as to its organization and
manner of construction, together with further
objects and advantages thereof, may best be un-
derstood by reference to the following description
taken In connection with the accompanying
drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is an elevational view, partly in cross
section, of the upper half of a wheel assembly
including an ornamental member and novel
means for mounting the ornamental member on
the wheel;

Figure 2 is a front elevational view of a wheel
assembly, & portlon of the ornamental member
being broken away to show the means for mount-
ing the ornamental member on the wheel;

Figure 3 is a perspective view of one of the
spring clip elements which is employed in the
form of the invention illustrated in Figures 1
and 2 to detachably secure the ornamental mem-
ber to the wheel;

Pigure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary eleva-
tional view, partly in cross section, showing the
manner in which the spring clip element is se-
cured to the wheel;

Figure 5 is a greatly enlarged fragmentary view
of the structure shown in the upper portion of
Pigure 1 illustrating the varlous positions as-
sumed by the free end of the spring clip as the
ornamental member is moved into desired posi-
tion on the wheel;

Figure 6 is a side elevational view, partly in
cross section, of the upper half of a wheel assem-
bly illustrating an ornamental member of differ-
ent configuration from that shown in Figure 1
but having substantially the same form of orna-
mental member retaining means on the wheel:

Figure 7 is an enlarged fragmentary elevational
view, partly in cross section, of the upper por-
tion of Figure 6; and

Flgure 8 iz a fragmentary elevational view il-
lustrating a different form of ornamental member
retaining element in which the end of the tail
portion of the element makes a biting engage-
ment with the base of the wheel rim rather than
with a portion of the wheel body part.

Referring now to Figures 1 and 2 of the draw-
ings, the wheel assembly illustrated includes a
wheel 10 having a rim part I! and a body part
{2, The rim 11 is illustrated as being of the
usual drop center type having a base flange 13,
opposite side flanges 14, opposite Intermediate
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flanges 15, and opposite edge portions 16. The
body part {2 of the wheel (0, as may readily be
seen in Figure 1, has an irregular cross sectional
surface configuration. The upper part of body
part 12 is provided with a laterally extending
flange |7 which is adapted to fit below the base
flange (3 of rim (1 and be secured thereto in any
suitable manner such as by welding, riveting, or
the like. The body part 12 intermediate its in-
ner and outer extremities is provided an annular
recess 18 which is formed by a rearwardly ex-
tending outer wall portion {8, a base portion 20,
and an outwardly extending inner wall portion
21. The wall portion 21 is provided at a plu-
rality of circumferentially spaced points with
outwardly extended tab portions 22. At a plu-
rality of circumferentially spaced points inter-
mediate tab portions 22 are enlarged radlally in-
wardly extending portions 28 which are aper-
tured as at 24 for the reception of the usual wheel
fastening bolt 25. Radially inwardly extending
portions 23 preferably form a continuation of
the base wall 20 of the annular recess 8. In
this manner a portion of the base wall 20 of
recess (8 and the inner surface of portions 23
are adapted to abut the wheel fastening plate
26 of the brake drum 27. It is to be understood
that the wheel fastening bolts 28 extend through
apertures 24 into threaded engagement with suit-
able apertures (not shown) in the wheel fas-
tening plate 268 thereby to secure the wheel 10
to the vehicle in the usual manner.

An ornamental member 28 is mounted over
the outer face of the wheel 10. The ornamental
member 28 may, of course, be of any desired con-
figuration which Is pleasing to the eye and which
will enhance the general appearance of the ve-
hicle. As shown in Pigure 1 of the drawings,
ornamental member 28 includes a central dome
shaped portion 28 which in general simulates the
usual vehicle hub cap, an intermediate portion
30, and an outer apron 31. Secured to the under-
side of ornamental member 28 approximately at
the junction point of Intermediate portion 30
and outer apron 3! is an obliquely inwardly ex-
tending ornamental member fastening skirt 32
having an underturned inner edge 33. Obliquely
inwardly extending fastening skirt 32 may be
secured to the ornamental member 28 in any
suitable manner such, for example, as by weld-
ing. As will readily be observed upon a cursory
examination of Figures 1 and 2 of the drawings,
the ornamental member 28 extends substantially
across the outer face of the wheel {8 within the
rim ({. The place at which the outer edge of
the ornamental member 28 terminates, however,
is not of the essence of the present invention,
and as will readily be understood by those skilled
in the art, the form of the ornamental member
may be varied through wide limits without de-
parting from the spirit and scope of the present
invention.

The novel ornamental member retaining
means, which forms one of the cardinal features
of the present invention, will now be described.

As may be seen best in Figures 3 and 4 of the
drawings, the spring clips 34 which are employed
to detachably secure the ornamental member 28
to the wheel 10 are formed from a piece of re-
sllient steel which was originally taken from
flat stock. Resilient clip 34 includes a tail por-
tion 35 which is bent back at an oblique angle
with respect to the intermediate portion 36 of
clip 34. The forward end 37 of the clip 34 is
bent back at an oblique angle toward tail portion
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35 and terminates in an end portion 38 which is
bent Inwardly with respect to the intermediate
portion 368 at approximately a 90° angle with re-
spect to the forward portion 31. For a reason
which will presently appear, the intermediate
portion 36 has a jog 39 therein as is clearly
shown in the various flgures of the drawings. As
will readily be perceived from Pigures 3 and 4,
the spring 34 has a general appearance of being
curled up on itself.

As may be seen best in Figure 4 of the draw-
ings, the spring clip 34 is mounted on the wheel
by inserting the tail portion 38 and the portion
of the intermediate section 36 to the rear of jog
39 through an aperture 40 in tab 22 of wheel {0,
It is to be understood that each tab circum-
ferentially spaced about wheel 10 is provided with
an aperture 40 near its outer end. This aperture
is slightly wider than the width of the spring
clip 34 and is slightly broader than the thickness
dimension of the spring clip 34.

After the spring clip 34 has been inserted
through aperture 40 in tab 22, as it is shown in
its full line position in Figure 4, the spring clip
34 is rocked in a counterclockwise direction until
it has assumed the position shown in the dotted
line in Figure 4. This rocking motion may be
accomplished in any sultable manner such as by
forcing the tall portion 35 back with a screw-
driver or other suitable implement. When the
spring clip 34 is in the position shown in the
dotted lines in Plgure 4, it will be understood that
it will be very difficult to remove the clip due to
the fact that tip end 41 of the tail portion 36
makes & biting engagement with the outer wall
19 of annular recess 18. ‘That is to say, due to
the fact that the tail portion 35 of the spring
clip is wedged between the outer wall 18 and
the inner wall 2! of the annular recess {8 and
due to the fact that the tall portion 3% extends
forwardly in the recess at an oblique angle, it is
clear that the spring clip 34 is very firmly and
tightly secured to the wheel without necessitat-
ing a welding, riveting, or similar operation. Al-
though the portion of the tall 3% of spring clip
34 adjacent the intermediate portion 36 of the
clip is shown as resting against the base wall
20 of annular recess I8, it is to be understood
that this is not necessary, since the wedging ac-
tion is primarily effected by the engagement of
the outer wall {9 and the inner wall 21 of the
recess I8.

Although the number of spring clips 34 which
are empioyed on a wheel may be varied without
departing from the spirlt and scope of the In-
vention, it has been found that if five clips are
mounted on the wheel, a very effective and satis-
factory form of attaching means is obtained.

Figure 5 of the drawings illustrates how the
free end of the spring clip 34 is fixed as the
ornamental member 28 is being moved into de-
sired position on the wheel and also illustrates
the manner in which this spring effects an easy-
on hard-off securing engagement with the orna-
mental member 28. The short dotted lines in
Figure 5 illustrate the spring clip 38 and the
ornamental member 28 In their respective posi-
tions when the underturned edge 33 of the fas-
tening skirt 32 is first moved into contact with
the forward portion 37 of the clip. The spring,
as shown In the short dotted lines, is thus in
{ts unflexed position. As movement of the or-
namental member 28 is continued fo the left, the
underturned edge 33 rides along the forward
portion 37 of the spring clip 34 thereby flexing
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it inwardly. The position ofthe spring clip 34
and the ornamental member 28 as the under-
turned edge 33 of the latter reaches the high
point of the clip is shown in the long dotted
lines in Figure § of the drawings. It is to be
noted that due to the fact that the point of
flexure of the forward portion 37 of spring clip
34 is rearwardly of the point of engagement of
the ornamental member with the forward por-
tion 31, taken with respect to the direction of
motion of member 38, the spring is very readily
flexed by the underturned edge 33 of the orna-
mental member 28.

As the underturned edge 33 passes the high
point of the spring clip 34, the end portion 38
of clip 34 rides up behind the underturned edge
33 until it assumes the position as shown in the
full lines of Figure 5. By virtue of the fact that
the end portion 38 of the spring clip 34 is on
the opposite side of the underturned edge 33
from the wheel, it will readily be understood
that the ornamental member 28 is firmly and se-
curely held in desired position on the wheel 0.

It will be noted that when it is desired to re-
move the ornamental member 28 from the wheel
19, the point of flexure of the spring element 34
is no longer to the rear of the underturned edge
3% with respect to the direction of motion of the
ornamental member 28. That is to say, the point
of flexure, which is indicated generally at 42, is
to the right of the point of engagement of the
spring clip 34 with the underturned edge 33, and
due to the fact that it is necessary to remove the
ornamental member 28 by moving it to the right,
a relatively great force is required o effect this
movement. This is by reason of the fact that
spring clip 28 tends to buckle in its middle rather
than flex downwardly out of the path of the
underturned edge 33 as it did when the orna-
mental member 28 was being mounted on the
wheel. Because the end portion 38 is at an
oblique angle with respect to the axis of the
wheel, however, it will readily be apparent that
it is possible to cause a downward flexure of the
forward portion 31 if a sufficiently great force is
applied to the ormamental member 28, The
amount of force which is necessary to remove
the ornamental member 28 from the wheel as-
sembly may be adjusted by varying the angle at
which the forward portion 37 extends away from
its point of flexure 42, or by varying the angle at
which the end portion 38 is disposed with respect.
to the direction of the removal force (that is to
say, with respect to the horizontal). The amount
of force that is necessary to remove the orna-
mental member 28 from the wheel may also be
adjusted by varying the distance between the
point of contact of the end portion 38 and the
underturned edge 33 and the high point of the
spring clip 34. That is to say, by increasing the
amount of the end portion 38 which extends
up behind the underturned edge 33, the force
which is necessary to remove the ornamental
member 28 is increased.

From the above description, it will be apparent
that I have provided an extraordinarily simple,
yet effective arrangement for detachably secur-
ing an ornamental member to a wheel. The
novel arrangement permits the ornamental
member to be mounted on the wheel by simply
moving it axially inwardly against the side of
the wheel. It should also be noted that with
this particular arrangement, the ornamental
member will be self-centered on the wheel. Fur-
thermore, it is to be observed that while only a
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very slight pressure on the outside of the orna-
mental member is necessary to snap. it into re-
taining engagement with the novel spring clips
which are carried on the wheel (in fact, it has
been found in practice that an ornamental mem-
ber of the character described may be mounted
by simply pressing it on with one or two fingers),
a relatively great force is necessary to dismount
the ornamental member from the wheel. One
convenient method for dismounting the orma-
mental member from the wheel is to insert the
end of a screwdriver or other pry-off tool within
the reentrant groove on the outer edge of the
ornamental member 20 immediately above the
fastening skirt 32, and then give the screw-
driver or tool a sharp jerk.

In Figures 6 and 7 of the drawings, a form of
the invention is shown In which the novel form
of spring clips which are shown in the preferred
embodiment of the invention are the same but
wherein a different type of ornamental member
is adapted to be secured thereby. Those por-
tions of the wheel assembly which are the same
as corresponding elements in the embodiment of
the invention illustrated in Figures 1 to 5 of the
drawings have been given the same reference

' characters. The wheel 8 including rim (1 and
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body part {2 is shown as being of identical form
as that shown in Figure 1, and the spring clips 34
which are employed to detachably secure the
ornamental member to the wheel are of substan-
tially the same form as those previously de-
scribed, with the exception that the forward
portion 371 is preferably slightly shorter than
that shown in Pigure 1. An ornamental member
43 having a different form than that previously
described is provided in this embodiment of the
invention. More particularly, ornamental mem-
ber 43 includes a central dome-shaped portion
44, an intermediate portion #8§, and an outer
apron portion 46. Instead of providing the or-
namental member 43 with a separate attaching
skirt such as was described in connection with
the preferred embodiment of the invention, the
ornamental member is provided with a reentrant
groove 41 which extends rearwardly and inward-
ly at an oblique angle thereby providing an in-
tegral intermediately disposed fastening flange
48 with which the end portion 38 of the spring
clip 34 is adapted to engage. The forward por-
tion 37 of each spring clip 34 is flexed by flange
48 as the ornamental member 43 is moved into
the desired position on the wheel in precisely
the same manner as the forward portion 37 is
flexed by the underturned edge 33 of the fasten-
ing skirt 32 of Figure 1. After the inner end of
the flange 48 passes over the high point of the
spring clip 34 between forward portion 37 and
end portion 38, the end portion 38 snaps into
position behind the flange 48 to firmly and se-
curely hold the ornamental member 43 in de-
sired position on the wheel. The ornamental
member 43 is removed from the wheel by Insert-
ing a screwdriver or other suitable pry-off tool
in the reentrant groove 47 and giving the tool a
sharp jerk thereby causing the ornamental mem-
be}:- 413 to move axially outwardly away from the
wheel,

Another modification of this invention is illus-
trated in Pigure 8 of the drawings. The wheel
10 in this form of the invention includes a rim
{1 having a base flange {3, opposite side flanges,
opposite intermediate flanges (8, and opposite
edges (8. The body part 12 of the wheel in-
cludes a laterally extending outer flange 48 which
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is secured to base flange 3 of rim i{ In any
sultable manner such as by welding, riveting,
or the like, and an intermediate portion §0 which
has & plurality of circumferentially spaced tabs
B O e 1 1t provided with a clr-
Figure 8. Body pro w a cir-
cular fastening flange 852 which is similar in
shape to the annular recess portion 18 of Figure
1, with the exception that the tabs 22 of Figure 1
have been omitted. The circular {fastening
flange 52 is provided with suitable apertures (not
shown) through which the usual wheel fasten-
ing bolts extend into threaded engagement with
the fastening plate 28 of the brake drum 21. The
struck out portions or tabs 8! of the body part {2
are each provided with an aperture 83 similar to
the aperture 48 in the tab 22 of Figure 1. A
plurality of spring clips §4 corresponding in
number to the number of tabs 6l are provided
which are similar in their general configuration
to the spring clips 34 of the preferred embodi-
ment of the invention. As may be seen in Fig-
ure 8 of the drawings, the tall portion 38 and the
portion of the immediate part 38 to the rear of
the jog 39 are slipped through the apertures 83
and wedged into the position shown in Figure 8.

In this form of the invention, it is to be noted
that the tip 49 of the tail portion 38 extends into
biting engagement with the base flange 13 of
rim 11 rather than into engagement with a por-
tion of the body part (2. ¥For this reason, the
tail portion 8% of the spring clip 84 is slightly
longer than that of the preferred embodiment of
the invention. It will thus be understood that
tail portion of each spring clip is wedged between
a portion of the body part 12 of the wheel and
& portion of the rim {1,

An ornamental member 88 is provided for the
wheel which is similar in its general conflgura-
tion to the ornamental member 43 shown in Fig-
ure 6. More specifically, the ornamental mem-
ber §5 includes a central dome-shaped portion 86,
an intermediate portion 87, and an outer apron
58 which terminates in an underturned curled
edge 58. Near the outer edge of the ornamental
member B% a reentrant groove 60 is provided
which forms an obliquely rearwardly and inward-
1y extending fastening flange 81 which is adapted
to be engaged by the end portlon 38 of the
spring clip 84.

The manner In which the ornamental member
56 is mounted on the wheel (0 and the manner
in which the spring clips B4 engage the obliquely
inwardly turned flange 81 to effect an easy-on
hard-off detachable engagement therewith is
the same as that described in connection with
the preferred embodiment of the invention.

Prom the above description, it will be seen that
I have provided an extraordinarily simple, yet ef-
fective method and means for mounting orna-
mental members on wheels. The novel means
by which the ornamental member is detachably
secured to the wheel includes the highly desir-
able characteristics which require only a slight
deformation force to assemble the ornamental
member on the wheel, but which require a rela-
tively great force to dismount the member from
the wheel. The novel securing means is also of
a form which may be very economically and
quickly assembled on a vehicle wheel and elimi-
nates the need for welding or riveting the clip
to the wheel.

While I have shown particular embodiments
of my invention, it will, of course, be understood
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many modifications may be made, and I, there-
fore, contemplate by the appended claims to cov-
er all such modifications as fall within the true
spirit and scope of my invention.

I claim as my invention:

1, With a wheel having an irregular cross
sectional configuration and having an orna-
mental member disposed thereon, an attaching
means for detachably securing the member to
the wheel comprising a plurality of self-securing
resilient clips each having a tall portion adapted
to be wedged between radlally spaced portions of
said irregular surface of said wheel, thereby to
secure said clips to said wheel, anc each of said
clips having a free intermediate portion bent
obliquely back on itself and terminating in &
member engaging end portion which is bent at a
substantial angle to said obliquely bent portion,
said end portion being adapted to extend behind
an annular portion of said member.

2. With a wheel having an annular recess in
its outer face and an ornamental member having
an underturned fastening flange disposed over
sald outer face, an attaching means for detach-
ably securing the member to the wheel com-
prising a plurality of resilient clips for disposi-
tion in said recess, each of said clips having a
tall portion which extends across said recess and
makes a biting engagement with a wall thereof,
and each of said clips having a free end portion
bent obliquely back on itself into engagement
with sald underturned fastening flange of said
member, said free end portion being bent in
such a manner that when sald member is being
mounted on said wheel the clips are easily flexed
but when said member is being removed irom
sald wheel the clips are very dificult to flex.

3. With a wheel having an annular recess in
its outer face and a plurality of tabs extending
out from the inner wall of the recess having
apertures therein, and an ornamental member
disposed over said outer face having an obliquely
radially inwardly and axially rearwardly extend-
ing attaching skirt with an underturned inner
edge; attaching means for detachably securing
the member to the wheel comprising a plurality
of resilient leaf spring elements, each element
extending through an aperture in said tabs along
the radial inner wall of said recess and then
across the recess into biting engagement with
the radial outer ;va.ll of sald recess, the outer
portion of each eivment being bent obliquely ax-
ially rearwardly and radially outwardly on itself
and then obliquely axially rearwardly and ra-
dially inwardly in a member engaging end por-
tion, said end portions of said elements being
adapted to engage said underturned edge of said
fastening skirt on the side away from said wheel.

4. In an ornamental member and wheel assem-
bly comprising a wheel having rim and body
parts, and an ornamental member having an
annular reentrant groove forming an obliquely
inwardly extending fastening flange for disposi-
tion over an outer part of said wheel, said body
part having an annular recessed portion on its
outer face, the combination therewith of attach-
ing means for detachably securing the member
to the wheel comprising a plurality of spring
clips each having an axial outward portion en-
gageable with sald fastening flange of said orna-
mental member, and a tail portion extending
obliquely axially outwardly from the inner wall
of sald recess into biting engagement with the
outer wall of sald recess.

that T do not wish to be limited thereto, since 75 5. In an ornamental member and wheel assem-
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bly comprising a wheel having rim and body
parts, and an ornamental member having an
annular reentrant groove forming an obliquely
inwardly extending fastening flange for dispo-
sition over an outer part of said wheel, said body
part having a radially outwardly facing shoulder,
the combination therewith of attaching means
for detachably securing the member to the wheel
comprising a plurality of spring clips each hav-
ing an axial outward portion engageable with
said fastening flange of said ornamental member,
and a tail portion extending obliquely axially
outwardly from said shoulder into biting engage-
ment with said rim. .

6. In an ornamental member and wheel as-
sembly comprising a wheel having rim and body
parts, and an ornamental member having
obliquely inwardly extending fastening flange
for disposition over an outer part of said wheel,
sald body part having a radially outwardly
facing shoulder and a plurality of circumferen-
tially spaced apertured tabs extending from the
outer edge of the shoulder, the combination
therewith of attaching means for detachably se-
curing the member to the wheel comprising a
plurality of spring clips each having an axial
outward portion bent obliquely back on itself
towards the rim of said wheel which terminates
in a bent tip porticn engageable with said fas-
tening flange, the central portion of said clip be-
ing bent to extend through an aperture in said
tab along the base of said shoulder, and a tail
portion of said clip extending obliquely axially
outwardly from said shoulder into biting engage-
ment with a portion of said wheel,

7. In an ornamental member and wheel as-
sembly comprising a wheel having rim and body
parts, and an ornamental member having an
obliquely inwardly extending fastening flange for
disposition over an outer part of said wheel, said
body part having a radially outwardly facing
shoulder and a plurality of circumferentially
spaced apertured tahs extending from the outer
edge of the shoulder, the combination therewith
of attaching means for
member to the wheel comprising a plurality of
spring clips each having an axial outward por-
tion engageable with said fastening flange to de-
tachably retain said member on said wheel, and
an intermediate portion extending through an
aperture in said tab along said shoulder, and a
tail portion extending obliquely axially out-
wardly from said shoulder into biting engage-
ment with a portion of said wheel.

8. In a wheel structure, tire rim and body
parts, said body part having shoulder means ad-
jacent the junctinon of said parts, an ornamental
member for the wheel, and spring retaining clips
for use in the detachable retention of said mem-
ber on the wheel, each of said clips being resil-
iently wedged between said shoulder means and
said rim part.

8. In a wheel structure, tire rim and ‘body
parts, said body part having shoulder means
adjacent the junciion of said parts, an orna-
mental member for the wheel, and spring re-
iaining clips for use in the detachable retention
of said member on the wheel, each of said clips
being resiliently wedged between said shoulder
means and said rim pait, said shoulder means
comprising a depressed portion in said body part
and which leaves a transverse opening in the
body part at said junction of sald wheel parts.

detachably securing the ..
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10. In a wheel structure, tire rim and body
parts, said body part having shoulder means ad-
jacent the junction of said parts, an ornamental
member for the wheel, and spring retaining clips
for use in the detachable retention of sald mem-
ber on the wheel, each of said clips being resili~
ently wedged between said shoulder means and
said rim part, said shoulder mesans providing a
seating surface for the spring clip and which
surface directly faces the base of said rim part.

11. In a wheel including tire rim and body
parts, an ornamentsl cover member detachably
cooperable with said wheel and snap-on spring
clips for retaining the cover member on the
wheel and each being insertable in a space be-
tween said body and rim parts, each clip resili-
ently gripping one of said parts and being backed
up by the other part whereby the clip is wedg-
ingly secured in position between the parts.

12. In a wheel including tire rim and body
parts, an ornamental cover member detachably
cooperable with said wheel and snap-on spring
clips for retaining the cover member on the
wheel and each being insertable in a space be-
tween said body and rim parts, each clip resili-
ently gripping one of the parts and being backed
up by the other part whereby the clip is wedg-
ingly secured to said parts, said clp including
an angular gripping end which cooperates with
said wheel parts and an outer flexible end por-
tion turned back upon the body proper of the
spring clip and being yieldable upon engagement
by said cover member, said turned back portion
being contractible and expansible in the appli-
cation and removal of the cover to and from the
wheel.

13. In g wheel including tire rim and body
parts, an ornamental cover member detachably
cooperable with said wheel and snap-on spring
clips for retaining the cover member on the wheel
and each being insertable in a space between
said body and rim parts, each clip resiliently
eripping one of the parts and being backed up
by the other part whereby the clip is wedgingly
secured to said parts, said clip including an in-
clined gripping end portion and a curved free
flexible end portion engageable by the cover
member both of which are on the same side of
the clip body.

14, In a wheel structure, & tire and body part
and a cover member for g portion of the wheel,
said cover member being detachably retained on
the wheel by 3 plurality of spring retaining ele-
ments, each of said elements having an inter-
mediate portion formed to bear against one of
said wheel parts and having an end portion flexi.
ble relative to the bearing of said intermediate
portion on said wheel part for retainingly grip-
ping the wheel and said end portion being forced
into holding engagement by reason of the afore-
said bearing.

15. In a wheel structure, a tire and body part
and a cover member for a portion of the wheel,
said cover member being detachably retained on
the wheel by spring retaining means, said means
having an intermediate portion forming to bear
against one of said wheel parts and having gn
end portion flexible relative to the bearing of
said intermediate portion on sald wheel part for
retainingly gripping the wheel and said end por-
tion being forced into holding engagement by
reason of the aforesaid bearing.
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