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Application fled August 14, 1923. Serial Ro. 357,895, 
To all phom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, AGNEs WoLIVA, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Port 
land, in the county of Multnomah and State 

8 of Oregon, have invented a new and useful 
Brassière, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention relates to women's under 

garments and more particularly to brassières. 
20 The object of the invention is to provide 

a garment of this character so constructed 
as to relieve the strain on the muscles and 
hold the bust in natural position without 
pressing, binding or flattening, 
Another object is to so construct a brassière 

that the weight of the bust is borne by the 
shoulders and back thus relieving the mus 
cles of the breast and there is no pressure 
on the blood vessels and glands or muscles 
of the breast thus eliminating all breast 
troubles. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view which will appear as the description 
proceeds, the invention resides in the com 
bination and arrangement of parts and in 
the details of construction hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed, it being understood 
that changes in the precise embodiment of 
the invention herein disclosed, may be made 
within the scope of what is claimed without 
departing from the spirit of the invention. 

In the accompanying drawings: - 
Fig. 1 represents a front elevation of a 

brassière constructed in accordance with this 
invention shown applied. 

Fig. 2 is a rear elevation thereof; and 
Fig. 3 is a side elevation. 
In the embodiment illustrated the brassière 

S 
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constituting this invention comprises a body 
40 portion 1 composed of cotton, webbing or 

any suitable fabric shaped to conform to 
the upper portion of the body of the user 
and which may be fastened under the arm 
as shown or in the front or the rear as de 
sired. Stitched on the body portion i are 
two straps 2 and 3 which are exactly 
alike except that they are made rights and 
lefts. Each strap extends over one shoulder 
across the chest under the breast of the oppo 
site side where it is enlarged as shown at 4 
and then passes around under the arm up 
across the back as is shown clearly in Fig. 

2. These straps 2 and 3 which are made 
narrow at the shoulders and wider under 
the arms are secured together at their points 55 
of intersection by stitching or otherwise. 
The front portions 4 of the straps are curved 
to conform to the curvature of the breast 
of the user and extend under the breast 
operating to support the weight thereof from 30 
the shoulders so that the muscles of the 
breast are relieved of this weight and the 
breast will be held in natural position with out sagging and without any pressure on 
the blood vessels or glands which is often 35 times injurious. 
The back portions of the straps are not 

curved as is shown clearly in Fig. 2 and 
Cross each other at right angles about the 
middle of the back between the shoulders. 70 
These straps 2 and 3 are stitched in po 

sition on the fabric body 1 and an elastic 
band 5 is preferably arranged around the 
lower edge of the body to adapt it to con 
form to the waist of the wearer. 
From the above description it will be ob 

vious that this brassière will effectively sup 
port the weight of the breast from the shoul 
ders and back and if desired may be deco 
rated or trimmed to render it fancy accord 
ing to the taste of the user. A brassière 
of this character avoids the necessity of us 
ing corsets for holding the breast of the 
Se. 

Various changes in the form, shape, pro 
portion and other minor details of construc 
tion may be made without departing from 
the principle or sacrificing any of the ad 
vantages of the claimed invention. 

I claim:- 
A garment of the class described compris 

ing a body member shaped to fit, the upper 
portion of the wearer's body and having 
breast supports in the form of straps ex 
tending continuously throughout the body 
structure of the garment, each strap ex 
tending in said body structure from one 
shoulder down under the opposite breast and 
up across the back of the said shoulder, the 
portion of each strap extending under the 200 
breast being curved to conform to the shape 
of the breast and the rear portions of the 
straps being crossed and secured together 
at said crossed portions, the front portions 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

  



ge 1510,428 

of the straps being crossed and secured to- In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
gether between the breasts, said body mem- my own, I have hereto affixed my signature 
ber extending about the waist and below in the presence of two witnesses. 
said strap, said body member having a clo- AGNES VOLIWA, 
sure at one side under the arm intersecting Witnesses: 
one of said straps for positioning and re- W. E. CLow, 
moval of the garment. S. W. SMALL, 


