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Th1s 1nvent10n relates to.a protectlve dev1ce
for the heads of baseball players, part1cularly
those engaged in batting.

A player engaged in batting is subjected to the
danger of being struck on the head and severely
injured or even killed by a pitched ball travel-
ling at such speed that the player does not have
time to move out.of its path.

- It has been found that the head areas most
vulnerable to such ‘injury ‘because of their lo-
cation are the sides of the head above the ears, the
temples and the upper cheek hones immediately
below the temples, which critical.areas also are
the ones seriously ‘injured most easily. :

- .One :object of -the 'invention therefore is to
provide a head protective device including means
to protect each of said.critical head areas.

-Another object of the invention is to construct
sail device so that it can be secured -in place
on the head over the regular baseball .cap and
removed therefrom easily and quickly.

A further object of the invention is fto con-
struct said device so that it can be worn com-
fortably on heads of a wide variety. of sizes.

Still another object of the invention is to con-
struct said device so that the temple and cheek
bone guards are. adjustable relative to the re-
mainder of the device so as to provide for the
same: being moved out of the line of vision of
the several wearers while still being positioned
to provide maximum :protection.

~For. further comprehension. of-the invention,
and of the objects and advantages:thereof, ref-
erence will be had to the following description
and accompanying drawings, and to the ap-
pended claims in which the various novel features
of the invention are more.particularly set forth.

In the accompanying drawings forming a ma-
terial part of this disclosure:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view on a reduced scale
of the device in place on a wearer’s head.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the device with
o certain forehead strap thereof stretched so as
t0 position the other members for clearest.illus-
tration of their construction. .

Fig. 3 is a front view of the device with the
protective. members thereof pos1t1oned parallel
to.one another. .

Fig. 4 is a plan view of -the device positioned
as in Fig. 3.

Fig. b is a sectional view on line 5—3% of Fig. 2.

‘Fig. 6is a fragmentary detaxl view of a modi-
fied temple guard.

Fig. T is a fragmentary detall view of another
modification of the femple guard.
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Fig. 8 is a sectional view on line 8—8 of Fig. 7.
Fig. 9 is a fragmentary perspective view of a

modified form of the invention.

Fig. 10 is'a fragmentary sectional view on l1ne
{8—10 of Fig. 9.

"The head ‘protective device, accordmg to the
first form of the present invention shown in Figs.
1 to 5, includes a pair of oppositely disposed
protective members 15 connected together by an
elastic forehead strap 16, an elastic over the head
strap 17T and an elastic behind. the head strap
18, and a hollow ovular bulb-like protector 29
suspended from each of the members 15.

The protective members 15 are. utlllzed “to
guard the sides of the head above the ears-and
each comprises a. rectangular block 21 of foam
or-sponge-rubber encased, save at its. long1tud1-
nal ends, in a sheet 22 of rubber or the like (see
also Fig. 5). - The covering sheet 22 has its ends
secured together and to. sponge 21 by st1tch1ng
23 (Fig. 2) or in any other sultable manner
such as by staples.” .

The straps ‘16, 1T and 18 all are composed of
flexible elastic tape to hold thé members 15 firmly
against the sides of variously sized heads. 'The
forehead strap 16 and the behind the head strap
i8 each has its ends-inserted betweéen the sponge
blocks 21 and the covering ‘sheets 22.of the merm-
bers 15 and secured to the said sheéts by stitch-
ing 24 (Fig. 2) or the like. The over the head
strap T has its'ends secured eéach to one of the
casings 22 by stitching 25. -

The ovular bulbs 28 are utilized to protect the
temples and the upper cheek bones immediately
therebelow and each comprises a hollow bulb of
The bulbs 20 are suspended
from the members (5 each by 4 tab 26.of. suit-
able material seciired to the bulb by vuleanizing .
or the like and to the casing 22 of the member
15 by the stitching 23 (Fig. 2).

" It will be seen thérefore that the descrlbed de-=

vice can easily and quickly bé placeéd on the

head over the ordinary baseball cap and that the
members 15 and bulbs 26 will effectively. protect

the .critical areas of the wearer’s head. .
In 3 modified form of the invention shown:in

Fig. 6, the bulb 20 is pr0v1ded with & small hole

27 to allow the .air.in the bulb to be expelled

therefrom by the impact of a baseball thereon,

the injuring force of sald 1mpact thus belng fur-
ther cushioned.

In another modlﬁcatmn shown in Fxgs '7 and
8, the bulb 20’ comprises an egg—shaped block 28
of foam or sponge rubber encased in a pair of
rubber or like sheets 80 secured together by
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stiteching 3{. This modification is also designed
to absorb the maximum amount.possible of the
impact on the bulb by a baseball. . -

The device of the invention is adapted for use
by all of the members of a team and a modifi-
cation thereof shown in Figs. 9 and 10 provides
for adjustment of the positions of the bulbs 20
relative to those of the members {§ in order that
g maximum range of vision can be obtained with
maximum safefty by each differently proportioned
wearer.

To this end the tabs 26 for the bulbs are pro-
vided each with one or more hooks 32 for coop=
eration with one or more of a longitudinal series
of holes 33 in the casing 22 of the member i5.

The bulbs are suspended from the members (5
by means of the cooperating hooks 32 and holes -

33 and can be positioned in any of a plurality
of positions relative fo the ends of the members
15 by engaging the hooks 82 with appropriate
ones of the holes 23.

Thus the bulbs 20 ¢an quickly and easﬂy be
adjusted by each wearer 5o as not to limit the
wearer’s range of vision and to provide maxi-
mum pretection.

While I have illustrated and described the
preferred embodiments of my invention, if is to
be understood that I do not limit myself to the
precise constructions herein disclosed and the
right is reserved to all changes and modifica-
tions coming within the scope of the invention
as defined in the appended claims.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I

claim as hew, and desire to séeure by United
States Letters Patent is:
+ 1. A head protectivé dévicé comprising a pair
of oppositely disposed shock absorbing members,
forehead, -over the head and behind the head
- elastic straps connecting said members for en-
gagement against the sides of the head above the
ears, and a shock absorbing hollow bulb sus-
pended from each of said members intermediate
of their ends to protect the temples and upper
cheek bones immediately in front of the ears,
each of said members comprising a rectangular
block of foam rubber and & cover therefor of re-
silient material to which said straps are secured
and having a longitudinal series of holes in one
vertical surface thereof, a tab secured to each
said bulb, and one or more hooks secured to said
tabs for engagement with selected ones of said
holes.

2. A head protective device, comprising ‘end
aligned elongated protective members for engage-
ment against the sides of the head above the
ears, each of said members comprising an elon-
gated block of resilient material enclosed ex-
cept for its ends in a sheet of rubber, an elastic
over the head strap secured at its ends to said
protective members intermediate of their ends,
an elastic forehead strap having its ends an-
chored between said blocks of resilient material
and said sheets of rubber at the front ends of
said protective members, an-elastic behind the
head strap having its ends anchored between
said blocks of resilient material and said sheets
of rubber at the rear ends of said protective
members, and bulb-like  protectors suspended
from said' protective members intermediate of
their ends to protect the temples and upper cheek
bones immediately in front of the ears.

3. A head protective device, comprising end
alisned elongated protéctive members- for en-
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4
gagement against the sides of the head above the
ears, each of said members comprising an elon-
gated block of resilient material enclosed ex-
cept for its ends in g sheet of rubber, an elastic
over the head strap secured at its ends to said
protective members intermediate of their ends,
an elastic forehead strap having its ends an-
chored between said blocks of resilient material
and said sheets: of rubber at the front ends of
said protective members, an elastic behind the
head strap having its ends anchored between
said blocks of resilient material and said sheets
of rubber at the rear ends of said protective
members, and bulb-like protectors suspended
from said protective members intermediate of
their ends to protect the temples and upper cheek
bones immediately in. front of the ears, said
suspension of said bulb-like protectors compris-
ing tabs extended upward from said bulb-like
protectors, and means securing the top ends of
said tabs to said protective members so that the
position of said protectors can be adjusted for-
ward and rearward relative to said protective
members.

4. A head protective device, comprising end
aligned elongated protective members for en-
gagement against the sides of the head above the
ears, each of said members comprising an elon-
gated block of resilient material enclosed  ex-
cept for its ends in a sheet of rubber, an elastic
over the head strap secured at its ends to said
protective members intermediate .of their ends,
an elastic forehead strap having its ends an-
chored between said blocks of resilient material
and said sheets of rubber at the front ends of
said protective members, an elastic behind the
head strap having its ends anchored between
said blocks of resilient material and said sheets
of rubber at the rear ends of said protective
members, and bulb-like protectors suspended
from said protective members intermediate of
their ends to protect the temples and upper cheek
bones immediately in front of the ears, said sus-
pension of said bulb-like protectors comprising
tabs extended upward from said bulb-like pro-
tectors, and means securing the top ends of said
tabs to said protective members so that the po-
sition of said protectors can be adjusted forward
and rearward relative to said protective mem-
bers, said securing means comprising spaced
hooks mounted on the top ends of said tabs, said
sheets of rubber of said protective members hav-
ing horizontally spaced holes for selective en-
gagement by said hooks. .
ROBERT McCOY.
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