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4 Claims. (C. 208-41) 
when read in connection with the accompanying This invention relates to a package and more 

particularly it relates to a novel means of pack aging cigarettes and the like. 
The usual cigarette package holding twen 

- S cigarettes has a number of disadvantages. It is, 
first of all, rather bulky and when placed in the 
pocket or a handbag creates an unsightly bulge. 
Moreover, when some of the cigarettes have been 
removed, the package soon loses its shape and 

10 the remainder of the cigarettes may easily be 
come bent and damaged and lose their freshness. 
Furthermore, it is impossible to divide a package 
of cigarettes and sell a part thereof and still keep 
the remainder fresh and salable. 
The principal object of the present invention 

is to overcome these disadvantages by providing 
a pack of two, three or more separable units 
which may be easily divided from the whole. 
Each unit may be separately sold and used. 
When detached each unit constitutes a complete package. The cigarettes in each unit, both be 
fore... and after separation, are protected from 
damage and are maintained fresh and salable. 
The separate units or several together comprise 

is a convenient pack for the pocket or handbag. This advantage will appeal to purchasers, par 
ticularly feminine buyers, who desire a peck 
which takes up a minimum of space. 
The invention has other objects such as the so provision of a separable strip package having a 

relatively stiff backing and in which the cig 
arettes disposed thereon in groups are covered 
by a relatively thin moisture-proof, and prefer 

5 

ably transparent covering. Means are also pro 
as vided for facilitating the separation of the units 

so that only one unit of cigarettes is opened at 
a time, after which that portion of the package. 
is discarded and the next group is opened, and 
so on. Moreover, it is an object of the invention 
to provide a package which, while answering all 
the requisites, is simple in conctruction and can 
be produced at a cost which is not prohibitive to 
widespread use. . . . . . 

Furthermore, the invention provides a pack 
is age which can be folded into two or more groups 

to make units of sale of from say five to twenty 
five cents. . . . 

Still further, the invention provides a con 
..venient and practical package for use in ciga 
so rette vending machines. The present vending 

machines require two coins but with the present . 
invention a vending machine can be used which 
requires only one coin, say for a five cent unit. 
Other objects of the invention will become 

sis more apparent from the following description 

drawings in which: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment 

of the invention. - - 

r 2 is a cross section on the line 2-2 of 
is is a plan view of the package of Figs. 1 

and 2 opened. 2 
4 is a cross section on the line 4-4 of 

cross section on the line S-S of Fig. 5 is a 
Fig. 3. - 

... g. 6 is a plan view of the blank used in mak 
ing the package. . . . 

Flg. 7 is a plan view of a modified form of 
package according to the invention, showing the package open. 

Fig. 8 is a plan view of the blank used in mak 
ing the package illustrated in Fig. . . . 

Fig. 9 is a plan view of a package involving five units. 

0. 

s 

Fig. 10 shows the structure of sig. 9 when folded. . 
In the modification according to Figs. 1 to 6 

inclusive, the package is comprised of three sep 
arable units 2, 4, . In making the package a 
blank such as shown in Fig. 6 is first cut from 
relatively stiff paper or the like and the blank is 
scored along the dot-dash lines. The upper ends 
2', 4' and of the units are folded upwardly 
and forwardly along the lines a and b, and the 
lower ends 2', 4' and 6' are likewise folded 
along lines c and d. The lateral edges of the 
ends 2', 4' and 6' are folded upwardly. The 
side edges. and to of the sections 2 and 6 are folded inwardly. 
Cigarettes - are disposed in each unit so that 

they run transversely of the blank as shown in 
Fig. 3. Where the package is made up of three 
units, preferably there are seven cigarettes to the 
unit since this makes for a neat package each. 
unit of which contains the same number of cig 
arettes. Of course, the unit may contain any 
desired number of cigarettes. The cigarettes 
are placed so that the ends 2', 4' and 6’ cover 
their upper ends and so that the lower ends 2', 
4' and 6' cover a goodly portion of the lower 
ends of the cigarettes. 

After the cigarettes, have been so positioned, 
the front of the package is covered with a layer 
of relatively thin material which may be a trans 
parent moisture-proof material or the like. The 
package as thus covered is shown in Figs. 3 and 4, 
the layer of covering material being indicated in 
Fig. 4 particularly by the reference numeral (2. 
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As shown in Fig. 4, the covering material extends 
from the edge 8 on the left over the units 2, 4 
and 6 to the edge fo on the right. It is secured 
to the edges 8 and 0 and also to the portions 
and 6 of the front of the backing between the 
units 2, 4 and 6. The covering material also is 
secured to the ends 2', 4' and 6', and 2', 4' and 
6'' (see Figs. 3 and 5) but not, of course, to the 
cigarettes on the units. 
The covering material may also extend par 

tially or completely over the back of the backing 
material so as to enclose the cigarettes and the 
backing material together. The covering, ma 
terial in such instance is preferably secured to 
the back of the backing as well as to places on 
the front of the backing strip already specified. 
The covering material and the backing mate 

rial are then perforated on lines 8 and 20 at the 
intermediate portions 4 and 6 respectively be 
tween the units 2, 4 and 6, so that the units may 
be separated from one another for separate Sale 
On Se. 
The covering material 2 may be, a cellulose 

product such as Cellophane, or may be a thin 
film of deodorized rubber which may be secured 
to the backing without the use of an adhesive. 
Other materials will suggest themselves. 
The package as shown open in Fig. 3 is folded 

together to form the completed package of Figs. 
1 and 2. In, folding, the section or unit 2 is 
folded over the unit 4 and then the unit 6 is 
folded over both the units 2 and 4. To render 
this possible the intermediate space 4 is made 
the width of two cigarettes or slightly greater 
while the intermediate space 6 is made the width 
of three cigarettes or slightly larger. 
The package may be made up of any number 

of separable units. Where, for example, a five 

40 
unit package is made according to the invention, 
the space between the first two units would be 
the width of two cigarettes; the space between 
the second and third would be the width of three 
cigarettes. The space between the third and 
fourth units should be about the width of one 
fourth a cigarette so that the fourth unit can be 
folded back over the third unit; and the space 
between the fourth and fifth units would be the 
space of two cigarettes. Such a five unit pack 
can be made to be sold for twenty-five cents 
complete; or five cents a unit. 
The completed package disclosed in Fig. 3 may 

be secured together by securing the edge 0 to 

5 s 
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the outer side of the intermediate space 4 as in 
dicated by 22 in Fig. 2. Other ways of holding 
the completed package together will suggest 
themselves. The whole package may be wrapped 
in a transparent or other covering to insure 
the freshness of the cigarettes. 
The package as shown in Fig. 1 is sold to the 

retailer as such who may then resell the com 
plete package or may open it and separate One 
or more units and sell them. If the package is 
sold in completed form, the purchaser may carry 
it all and separate it a unit at a time as the 
cigarettes of each unit become depleted. As the 
cigarettes become depleted and units are de 
tached, the package becomes progressively small 
er and the cigarettes in the remaining units are 
kept fresh and protected from crumbling or 
breaking. 
The purchaser may desire to carry with him 

only a comparatively few cigarettes. With the 
present invention it is not necessary to open and 
expose all the cigarettes in the package since 

2,158,971 
each unit forms a complete package in and of 
itself. 
The embodiment of the invention illustrated in 

Figs. 7 and 8 is generally similar to that de 
scribed above. The blank is shown in Flg. 8 as 
consisting of three units O2, 04, O6. The units 
are separated by spaces 4 and 8. The emi 
bodiment differs from that of Figs. 1 to 6 in that 
separate end pieces 52, 54, 56 and 52, 54' 
and 56' are provided. It is not essential, how 
ever, that the lower ends 52, 54 and 56 be 
separated from the backing. They may be sim 

10 

ilar to the upper ends 2', 4' and 6' of the em 
bodiment of Figs, 1 to 6. 

After the cigarettes f are placed on the 
blank in the units the separate end pieces are 
placed as shown in Fig. 7 and strings or threads 
or the like 62, 64, 66 are placed over the up 
per ends Of the cigarettes. A transparent or 
other covering 2 similar to that of the first 
embodiment is then secured in place from the 
edge 08 to the edge ff0. It is secured at the 
intermediate spaces 4 and f6, and also over 
the separate ends 52, 54, f 56 and 52', 154', 
56'. The covering 2 is wider than the height 

of the package and is secured to the upper and 
lower back edges of the backing of the package. 
It may, if desired, extend completely over the 
back of the backing. 

Perforations 8 and 20, or other means to 
facilitate separation of the units, are provided 
in the intermediate spaces 4 and 6. These 
pass through the covering 2 as well as the 
backing formed by the blank. The package is 
folded up in a manner similar to that shown in 
Figs. 1 and 2, and may likewise be covered with 
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transparent material, foil or paper covering to . 
protect the contents from damage and moisture. 
The units may be separated as in the first em 

bodiment described. The threads 62, 64, and 
66 are shearing threads the free ends of which 
when pulled will shear the covering material be 
tween the ends 52, 54, 56 and the backing and 

40 

thus open the upper ends of the units so that . 
Cigarettes may be removed. 
The structure shown in Fig. 9 is comprised of 

the five units, 202, 204, 206, 207 and 209, which 
are formed from a blank from which upper ends 
202', 204', 206, 207 and 209 are folded over in 
the manner previously described, as are the lower 
ends 202', 204', 206'', 207’’ and 209'. The side 
units 208 and 20 correspond to the units 8 and 
10 of Figs. 1 to 6. The cigarettes 2 are con 
tained in the units which are spaced as follows: 
The space 24, which is between units 202 and 
204, has approximately the width of two ciga 
rettes. The space 26 between units 204 and 
206 is approximately of a width equal to three 
cigarettes, whereas the space 2 between units 
208 and 207 is one-fourth of the width of one 
cigarette. The space 29 has a width equal to 
two cigarettes. Tear lines 28, 220, 22 and 223 
are provided between the units. When this pack 
age is folded, the unit 202 overlies the unit 204 
and the unit 206 overlies both the units 202 and 
204. The unit 207 is folded back of unit 206 and 
unit 209 Overlies the unit 207 in face to face re 
lation as shown in Fig. 10. 

It is believed that the advantages of the in 
vention will be apparent from the objects and 
description given and need not be elaborated. 
Obviously, changes may be made in the package 
without departing from the invention. The emi 
bodiments illustrated and described are exam 
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. . . a,158,971 3. 
ples only. The invention is not limited thereto 
except as indicated in the claims. 

Having now described the invention, what I 
contend is new and desire to protect by Letters 

5 Patent is set forth in the following claims. 
I claim: . . 

1. A package for cigarettes or, the like com 
prising, a backing strip of relatively stiff paper, 
five spaced groups disposed thereon with the 

10 cigarettes of each group running transversely of 
the strip, a moisture resistant covering of rela 
tively thin material extending over the front of 
the strip and enclosing the cigarettes and se 
cured to the edges of the strip and to the inter 

15 mediate spaces between the groups of cigarettes, 
, means running transversely of the strip at the 
intermediate spaces for facilitating a severance 
of the strip into separate units each of which 
forms a completed package of a group of ciga 

20 rettes, the intermediate space between the first and second group being substantially equal to 
the thickness of two cigarettes, the intermediate 
space between the second and third group being 
substantially equal to the thickness of three cig- . 

25 arettes, the space between the third and fourth 
groups being substantially equal to one-fourth 
of the thickness of a cigarette, and the space be 
tween the fourth and fifth groups being substan 
tially equal to the thickness of two cigarettes, 

30 whereby the strip may be folded before separa 
tion with the first group Overlying the second 
group, the third group overlying the first and 
second groups, the fourth group folding back to 
back with the third group and the fifth group 

35 overlying the fourth group face to face. 
2. A cigarette package for cigarettes or the 

like comprised of an elongated, substantially 
rectangular backing strip of relatively stiff, mois 
ture resistant paper, groups of cigarettes dis 
posed on said backing strip with the cigarettes 
of the groups running transversely of the back 
ing strip, a covering strip of relatively thin, 
tough, flexible, moisture resistant, transparent 
material extending over the front of the backing 

is strip and enclosing the groups of cigarettes 
therepn, said covering strip being secured to the 
edges of said backing strip and the portions of 
the backing strip intermediate the groups of 
cigarettes, thereby enclosing each of said groups 

so on all four sides, the portions of said package in 
termediate the groups being adapted for sever 
ance whereby a group of cigarettes may be sep 
arated from the remainder of the package, leav 
ing the remainder of the package intact, the dis 

sistance between the groups being sufficient to per 
mit the folding of the package with one group 
superimposed on another whereby the cigarettes, 
when the package is folded, are protected against 

crushing by the respective portions of the back 
ing strip immediately therebehind and by the 
portion which lies intermediate the groups when the package is unfolded. 

3. A cigarette package for cigarettes or the 
like comprised of an elongated, substantially rec 
tangular backing strip of relatively stiff, mois 
ture resistant paper, groups of cigarettes dis 
posed on said backing strip with the cigarettes of 
the groups running transversely of the backing 
strip, a covering strip of Cellophane or the like, 
extending over the front of the backing strip 
and enclosing the groups of cigarettes thereon, 
said covering strip being secured to the edges of 
said backing strip and the portions of the backing 
strip intermediate the groups of cigarettes, there 
by enclosing each of said groups on all four sides, 
the said backing and covering strips being Weak 
ened along coinciding lines extending trans 
versely of said strips intermediate the groups of 
cigarettes whereby a group of cigarettes may be 
separated from the remainder of the package, 
leaving the remainder of the package intact, the 
distance between the groups being sufficient to . 
permit folding of the package with "one group 
superimposed on another whereby the cigarettes, 
when the package is folded, are protected against 
crushing by the respective portions of the back 
ing strip immediately therebehind and by the 
portions which lie intermediate the groups when 
the package is unfolded. 

4. A cigarette package for cigarettes or the 
like comprised of an elongated, substantially rec 
tangular backing strip of relatively stif, mois 
ture resistant paper, three groups of cigarettes 
disposed on said backing strip with the cigarettes 
of the groups running transversely of the back 
ing strip, a covering strip of Cellophane or the 
like extending over the front of the backing 
strip and enclosing the groups of cigarettes 
thereon, said covering strip being secured to the 
edges of said backing strip and the portions of 
the backing strip intermediate the groups of cig 
arettes, thereby enclosing each of said groups on 
all four sides, the portions of said strips inter 
mediate the groups being adapted for severance 
whereby a group of cigarettes may be separated 
from the remainder of the package, leaving the 
remainder of the package intact, the distance between one pair of adjacent groups being great 
er than the distance between the other pair of 
groups to permit folding of the package whereby 
the cigarettes, when the package is folded, are 
protected against crushing by the respective por 
tions of the backing strip immediately therebe 
hind and by the portions which lie intermediate 
the groups when the package is unfolded. 
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