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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES F. EDGAR, a
citizen of the United States, residingat Wilkes-
Barré, in the county of Luzerne, State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Torpedo - Placers, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings.

This invention relates to certain new and
useiul improvements in torpedo-placers; and
it has for its object, among others,to provide

-a simple, cheap, durable, and efficient device

which may be readily attached to the end of
the platform of a car, easily operated, and
pivotally supported, so as to be thrown up
for loading. A suitable eatch or lock is pro-
vided to hold the devicein its operative posi-
tion.

Other objects and advantages of the in-
vention will appear in the following deserip-
tion, and the novel features thereof will be
particularly pointed out in the elaims.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference thereon, form part of this
specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation, with parts
broken away, of my improvements. Fig. 2is
a front elevation thereof, and Fig. 3 is a like
view of a double torpedo-placer.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
in all the figures of the drawings.

Referring now to the details of the draw-
ings by letter, A designates a suitable plate or
support designed to be secured at the rear
end of the platform in the desired position in
anysuitable manner—as, forinstance, by bolts
passing through the holes a. This plate or
support hasatits upper end the parallel arms
A’ extending atrightanglestherefrom,andbe-
tween which, ona suitable horizontal pivot B,
provided with a suitablenutdforadjustment,
ispivoted the barrel C, so mounted that when
not locked against such movement it-may be
thrown upward for the purpose of loading
the torpedo-holder which is carried thereby
and which will soon be described.

The barrel C, as above stated, is pivotally
supported at its upper end and at its lower
end is screw-threaded exteriorly, as shown at
¢, to receive the interiorly-threaded collar D,

“all the views.

as seen best in Fig. 1. Within this barrel is

arranged to slide the shank E, around which

is a spring F, which finds one point of resist-

ance against the cap D and the otheragainst -

a projecting portion G, which is preferably
in the form of a foot-lever, which is detach-
ably connected with the upper end of the
shank, asby screw-thread, as shown in Fig. 1,
and which projeets through a longitudinal
slot f in the barrel, as seen in allof the views.

Theshank E projects downward throughthe

cap D and isformed or provided with the hori-
zontalarm Hand at its lower end has pivotally
connected therewith on a horizontal pivot
the torpedo-holder I, which may be of anyap-

proved or well-known construction, prefer-

ably of the form shown in the patent to Silas
D. Edgar, No. 467,926, dated February 2, 1892,
I’ designating the horizontal trailer and I*
the presser. Projecting from the horizontal
arm H near its outer end is a pin J,and on
the torpedo-holder is a pin X, the two ping
being connected by a spring L, as shown in
The lower end of the shank K
is provided with a cross-bar e, which serves
as a stop to limit the movement of the tor-
pedo-holderin one direction, as will be readily
understood from Fig. 1.

In operation the device is attached to the
rear end of the car, with the foot-lever G
slightly above the platform, the spring E tend-
ing to keep it normally at its uppermostlimit,
as shown in the various views. The barrel,
with its attached parts, may be turned upon
its pivot b, as indicated by the dotted lines1
and 2 in Fig. 1, and the torpedo-holder may
be thrown into the elevated position in which
itis shown in Fig. 1 for the purpose of load-
ing, being held in such position by the spring
L, as will be undeérstood from Fig. 1. When
loaded and ready for use, the torpedo as-
sumes the vertical position in which it is
shown by dotted lines in the various views,
the spring L serving to hold it in such posi-
tion.

tached partsin its vertical position, I provide
a suitable lock or catch M, as seen in Figs. 1
and 2, which is pivoted at one end, as at m,
to a lateral arm - A® at the lower end of the
support A and engaging over another arm A*
on said support and parallel with the arm A3
When this latch is thrown up, the barrel will
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be free to be turned on its pivot. When the
latch is down, the barrel is held against such
pivotal movement. When the torpedo is to
be placed upon the track, the holder is forced
down against the tension of the spring E by
pressure on the lever G. Assoon as the tor-
pedo has been placed, pressure on said lever
is removed and the spring E returns the parts
to their normal position. ‘

In Fig. 3 is shown a double holder embody-
ing thesame construction, substantially, there
being two of the barrels pivoted on the pivot

b and carried by a single barrel C, which is.

designed to be slidalong on the pivot,so that
after the torpedo in one of the holders has
been placed the device may be moved along,
as indicated by dotted lines, to bring the
other holder over the track. The support A
in this instance is double and is provided with
two sets of parallel arms A* A% and thelocking
device in this instance consists of the locking-
bar N, slidably mounted in the arms A% one
of which is provided with a keyhole-slot A%
to receive a correspondingly-shaped endn on
the end of the rod. By giving the rod a quar-
ter-turn it will be disengaged from the slot, so
that the rod may be moved endwise to permit
of movement of the barrels. Given a quarter-
turn in the opposite direction it locks the
parts.

Modifications in detail may be resorted to
without departing from the invention or saec-
rificing any of itsadyvantages. Forinstance,
I may provide the support or plate A with
lugs A* upon the rear face, which are adjust-
ably held to the said plate and adapted to
clamp the upper and lower faces of the plat-
form or timbers of the car, which avoids bor-
ing holes in the end of the platform or other
part of the car. These lugs are indicated by
dotted lines in Fig.1. Screws AY may be em-
ployed for holding them to the platform of a
car.

To provide for the necessary movement of
the parts when going round a curve, I pro-
vide sufficient play at the bottom or lower
end of the plate A, either by widening it, as

shown by dotted lines in Fig. 3, or by provid-
ing play, as indicated in Fig. 2.

What I ¢laim as new is—

1. Thecombination,in a pivotally-mounted
torpedo-placer, of a spring-actuated vertical-
Iy-movable shank provided with a foot-lever
and a torpedo-holder pivotally mounted on
the lower end of said shank, substantially as
specified.

2. The combination; in a pivotally-mounted
torpedo-placer,of a vertically-movablespring-
actuated shank with projecting portions,
means for holding said shank against pivotal
movement, and a torpedo-holder pivotally
mounted on the lower end of said shank, sub-
stantially as specified.

3. The combination,in a pivotally-mounted
torpedo-placer the shank of which hasan ex-
tension;of a torpedo-holder pivotally mounted
on said placer,a spring connecting said holder
and extension, and a stop on the placer for
limiting the movement of the holder on its
pivot, substantially as specified.

4. The combination, with a suitable sup-
port, of a torpedo-placer pivoted thereon and
free to slide on its pivot in the direction of
the length of said pivot horizontally, as set
forih.

5. A torpedo-placer pivotally mounted and
having bodily movement on its pivot in the
direction of the length of said pivot horizon-
tally, combined with means for holding the
same against such pivotal and horizontal
movement, as set forth.

6. The combination, with a pivotally-
mounted torpedo-placer having a shank with
a lateral arm, of a torpedo-holder pivotally
mounted on the said shank and connected
with the said lateral arm by a spring, sub-
stantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES F. EDGAR.

Witnesses:
JASs. A. YOUNG,
ROBERT J. BLAIR.
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