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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HERBERT PASCHKE, of 

the borough of Manhattan, city and State of 
New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Life-Preservers, of 
which the following is a full, clear, and ex 
act specification, such as Will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same. 
The object of my invention is primarily 

to construct a life preserver of the usual or 
standard type i. e. Surrounding the trunk of 
the wearer as a belt, which may be made of 
the required length and which will notwith 
standing fit snugly to persons of different 
sizes. A great disadvantage of life pre 
servers, as ordinarily constructed, is that in 
the case of slender persons life preservers 
fit very loosely, and it is difficult, if not im 
possible, to keep them properly in position 
when the Wearer is in the water. My inven 
tion overcomes this disadvantage by the com 
bination of a fastening strap or straps with a 
loose section which adapts itself to the size 

5 of the wearer. 
My invention involves other features of 

importance, all of which will be fully set 
forth hereinafter, and particularly set forth 
in the claims. 

Reference is now had to the accompany 
ing drawings, which represent as an exam 
ple the two preferred forms into which my 
invention may be practically embodied. 

In these drawings.-Figure 1 is a front 
view of the life preserver in position on the 
wearer. Fig. 2 is a rear view of the same, 
showing the loose section folded or crum 
pled to suit the device to the particular per 
son to which it is applied. Fig. 3 is a view 
of the life preserver spread out flat, and 
Fig. 4 is a similar view of a slight modifica 
tion. 

Referring first to Figs. 1, 2 and 3, the life 
preserver, as here shown, is composed of 
buoyant blocks of Wood, cork or other suit 
able material, these blocks incased in a suit 
able canvas covering. As here shown, there 
are six such blocks a, and a'. These blocks 
are arranged in two groups of three each, 
and of such blocks, members a? are shorter 
than the members a, for the purpose of ac 
commodating the arms of the wearer, as in 
dicated in Fig. 1. 
The two groups of blocks a, and a? are sep 

arated from each other by a loose section or 

flap b, which is preferably a part of the can 
was casing inclosing the blocks. In the pre 
ferred construction this flap is formed by 
bringing together the sides of the canvas 
casing and stitching or otherwise securing 
them together, so that the flap, or loose sec 
tion, may readily fold or crumple according 
to the size of the wearer, as will hereinafter 
appear. 
Each of the two groups of blocks a and a? 

is provided with a shoulder strap a for sup 
porting the life preserver on the wearer and 
preferably as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, one of 
these straps is provided at the front with the 
cross strap d adapted to engage a button or 
other fastening on the other strap to prevent 
the shoulder straps from falling over the 
shoulders. The life belt or preserver is 
adapted to be encircled by a strap e which 
coacts with the loose section or flap b. As 
shown in Fig. 3, the strap e is fastened to 
the middle of flap b by stitching as at e', 
and the end portions of the strap passed 
loosely through guides f, of which there is 
one for each group of blocks a, and a pref 
erably these guides f are in the form of tape 
stitched to the canvas casing at the peints of 
the short blocks a'. 
In the use of the invention the straps are 

thrown over the shoulders, and the life pre 
server made to encircle the trunk of the 
wearer under the arms. The flap b is at the 
back, and the ends of the strape are brought 
around to the front and knotted as shown in 
Fig. 1. When the strap e is drawn tightly 
around the casing and the blocks inclosed 
therein, the flap b is caused to adjust itself 
automatically to the girth of the wearer. If 
the Wearer is slender, the flap will crumple 
and the blocks at the rear will closely ap 
proach each other. On the other hand, if the 
wearer is corpulent the flap will tend to 
straighten out and the blocks at the back 
will separate more or less widely. Irrespec 
tive of the size of the wearer, the life pre 
server will be held snugly against the trunk 
and all loose movement prevented. 
Warious modifications in the details of the 

invention may be resorted to without de 
parting from the essential principle thereof. 
Thus, instead of making the strape in one 
section it may be made in two, as indicated 
at e” in Fig. 4. These sections e? have their 
rear ends over-lapped and stitched to oppo 
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inclosing the blocks C, and a? adjacent to the 
flap. The result of this construction is the 
same as that previously described; the straps 
draw the blocks tightly against the body of 
the Wearer and the flap or section l auto 
matically accommodates itself to the size of 
such body. 
Having thus described my invention what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
tel's Patent, is 

1. A life preserver formed of two buoy 
ant sections connected together by a fold 
able Section adapted to be disposed at the 
back of the Wearer, each of said buoyant 
Sections being formed of a plurality of 
blocks or sub-sections flexibly connected to 
gether, a pair of shoulder straps each ex 
tending from the upper edge of one block to 
the upper edge of another block of the same 
section, means connecting Said straps and 
means encil'cling the life preserver to draw 
it snugly against the Wearer, whereby the 
foldable section automatically adapts itself 
to the size of the Wearer and the life pre 
server is made to fit persons of different 
girth measurement. 

2. A life preserver formed of two buoyant 
sections connected together by a foldable 
section adapted to be disposed at the back of 
the Wearer, each of Said buoyant Sections be 
ing formed of three blocks or sub-sections 
flexibly connected together, the center of 
said sub-sections being of shorter length 
than the terminal Sub-sections, a pair of 
shoulder straps each extending from the up 
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per edge of one terminal sub-section to the 
upper edge of the other terminal sub-sec 
tion of the same section, means for detach 
ably connecting Said straps, guides carried 
by said intermediate sub-section and a strap 
secured to said foldable section and slidable 
through said guides, whereby upon the Se 
curing together of the ends of the last men 
tioned strap the foldable section automati 
cally adapts itself to thesize of the wearer. 

3. A life preserver formed of two buoyant 
sections connected together by a foldable sec 
tion adapted to be disposed at the back of 
the Wearer, each of said buoyant, sections be 
ing formed by a plurality of blocks or sub 
Sections flexibly connected together, a pair 
of shoulder straps each extending from the 
upper edge of one block to the upper edge 
of another block of the same section, and a 
fastening strap secured to said foldable sec 
tion and having sliding engagement with cer 
tain of Said buoyant Sections and adapted to 
be secured in front of the Wearer whereby 
the foldable section automatically adapts 
itself to the size of the Wearer and the life 
preserver is made to fit persons of different 
girth measurement. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

HERBERT PASCHKE. 

Witnesses: 
ISAAC B. OWEN's, 
B. BIGGE. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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