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9 Claims. (C.5-338) 

This invention relates to a headrest and more partic 
ularly to a headrest which protects a coiffure of a wearer 
of the device by supporting the wearer's head above a 
surface upon which the wearer reclines. 

It is customary for a good many women to set their 
hair before retiring for the night. Hair curlers of vari 
ous types are used for this purpose and these curlers are 
very uncomfortable to sleep on. 

In addition, some of the curlers become separated 
from the hair due to contact with a pillow as a person 
sleeps thereon. Thus, many problems are encountered 
by women who set their hair before retiring for the 
night. 

Other problems are encountered by women who are 
adorned with delicate coiffures. Such coiffures become 
disturbed and disarranged by the slightest contact with 
a pillow or the like. Thus, once a woman's hair has 
been arranged, it is virtually impossible for her to recline 
without disturbing her delicate and expensive hair ar 
Tangement. 

In view of the foregoing problems encountered by a 
lady in maintaining her hair in an attractive condition, 
it is a primary object of the present invention to provide 
a new and useful headrest which overcomes these prob 
lems and which supports a woman's head without force 
acting on her hair when she reclines. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a headrest having comb teeth which penetrate a person's 
hair to contact the head essentially tangentially to the 
curve of the skull and which are mounted in a frame 
adapted to position the teeth clear of a bed or other sur 
face to support the head while the wearer reclines. 
Yet another object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a headrest which may be worn by a person while 
reclining to protect the person's coiffure. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a hair protective headrest which incorporates neck and 
cheek padding in such a manner that the headrest can 
be worn with comfort while a wearer of the device is 
sleeping. 

According to the present invention, an arcuate frame 
is provided with a plurality of spring-steel teeth which 
penetrate the hair of a user of the device and contact 
the head essentially tangentially to the curve of the skull. 
The teeth have sufficient flexibility and are arranged 
in such a manner that they conform to the shape of the 
head and distribute the weight of the head among several 
teeth. 
The frame positions the teeth clear of the bed while a 

wearer of the device reclines so that the head is sup 
ported in such a manner that the person's coiffure will 
not be disturbed. The weight carried by the teeth is 
reduced by incorporating neck padding into the frame to 
carry part of the weight of the head. The frame includes 
a pair of side members which are hinged to the frame so 
that the side members can be swung into firm engage 
ment with the cheeks of the wearer. The side members 
hold the headrest in position on the wearer and cheek 
pads are employed to carry part of the weight of the 
head when the wearer reclines on her side. 
A modification of the present invention is provided 

wherein the comb teeth are arranged in such a manner 
that they support the head and simultaneously elevate 
the head above a surface on which the wearer reclines. 
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2 
The features of the present invention which are be 

lieved to be novel are set forth with particularity in the 
appended claims. The present invention, both as to its 
organization and manner of operation, together with 
further objects and advantages thereof, may best be 
understood by reference to the following description, 
taken in connection with the accompanying drawings in 
which like reference characters refer to like elements in 
the several views. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a headrest of the 

present invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a plan view, on an enlarged scale, of 

the headrest of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a cross-sectional view, on an enlarged 

scale, taken along line 3-3 of FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 4 is a cross-sectional view, on an enlarged 

scale, taken along line 4-4 of FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 5 is a partial, enlarged, elevational view 

taken along line 5-5 of FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 6 is a partial, enlarged, cross-sectional view 

taken along line 6-6 of FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 7 is a partial, enlarged, cross-sectional view 

taken along line 7-7 of FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 8 is a partial, enlarged, cross-sectional view 

taken along line 8-8 of FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 9 is a cross-sectional view of the headrest 

of the present invention shown in position on a wearer 
of the device; and 
FIGURE 10 is a cross-sectional view of a modified 

headrest of the present invention shown in position on a 
wearer of the device. 

Referring again to the drawings and more particularly 
to FIGURES 1-9, the headrest constituting a presently 
preferred embodiment of the invention, generally desig 
nated 10, includes a rigid, arcuate frame 12 having a 
front edge 14. The comb 18 comprises a plurality of 
individual, flexible teeth 20 which are preferably made 
of spring steel. Each tooth 20 includes a pointed end 
22 and a flat end 24. The ends 24 may be held in place 
on the front edge 14 by molding them in place where 
the frame 2 is formed or by inserting them into slots 
26 (FIGURE 8) with a press-fit. The rear edge 16 of 
the frame 12 carriers a hinge member 28 to which the 
hinge member 30 of an arcuate side wall 32 is pivotally 
connected by a pin 34. The side wall 32 may be swung 
to the broken line position shown in FIGURE 3 to facili 
tate arranging the hair of a wearer of the device 10 
after which the sidewall 32 may be swung to the 
upright position shown in solid lines in FIGURE 3. 
In this position, the wall 32 is locked to the frame 12 
by a tab 36 which engages a mating slot 38 provided in 
each end of the frame 12. Each tab 36 includes a 
projection 40 and a beveled edge 42 as shown in FIGURE 
6. The beveled edge 42 acts as a cam surface facilitating 
the entry of the tab 36 into the slot 38. The projection 
40 engages the under side of the slot to lock the side 
wall 32 in its upright position. When the side wall 32 
is in its upright, locked position, it cooperates with the 
comb 18 to form a passageway 44 for the reception of 
the hair H of a wearer of the headrest. 10. 
A side member 46 is swingably connected to each end 

of the frame 12 by a hinge 48. Each hinge 48 includes 
an upper plate 50 and a lower plate 52 which are pivotally 
connected to the frame 12 by a pin 54. The upper 
plate 50 includes an upstanding wall 56 to which an asso 
ciated side member 46 may be connected by means of 
suitable fastening means, such as the screw 58 shown 
in FIGURE 7. The side members 46 are adapted to be 
swung into firm engagement with the cheeks C of a 
wearer W. The members 46 may be maintained in such 
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engagement by either clamping the plates 50 and 52 onto 
the frame 12 by tightening a knurled nut 60 on a threaded 
pin 62 or by engaging a protuberance 64 provided on one 
member 46 with a chin strap 66 provided on the other 
member 46. 
A resilient cheek pad 68 is slidably mounted on the 

inner surface of each member 46 to carry part of the 
weight of the head A of the wearer W when she reclines 
On her side. The pads 68 are maintained in position on 
the members 46 by flexible bands 70 which are affixed 
to the pads and which pass through slots 72 provided in 
an associated side member 46. The bands 70 facilitate 
sliding the associated pad 68 downwardly to the dotted 
line position shown in FIGURE 5 to clear any curls 
which are adjacent the cheeks C of the wearer. W. 
The frame 2 is encased in a resilient pad 74 which 

is curved to fit the neck N of the wearer W. and which 
includes an enlarged shoulder-engaging portion 76. 

In use the headrest 10 may be worn by the wearer W 
to support her head A and preserve a delicate coiffure, 
as shown in FIGURE 7, or the headrest 10 may be worn 
to support the head A in comfort when the hair. His 
rolled upon a plurality of large curlers, not shown. 
The wearer W installs the headrest 10 by penetrating 

her hair H with the pointed ends 22 of teeth in such a 
manner that the comb 18 contacts her skull S essentially 
tangentially to the curves thereof. The flexible nature 
of the teeth 20 permits them to conform to the shape of 
the skull S whereupon the weight of the head A is distrib 
uted among the several teeth 20. The side wall 32 may 
be swung to the broken line position shown in FIGURE 
3 while the headrest 10 is being installed. After the 
teeth 20 are in position adjacent the skull S, the pad 74 
is brought into firm engagement with the neck N of the 
Wearer and the side members 46 are swung into firm 
engagement with her cheeks C whereupon the chin strap 
66 may be brought into engagement with the protu 
berance 64 or, alternatively, the nut 60 may be tightened, 
to maintain the side members 46 in firm engagement 
with the cheeks C. The hair H may then be neaty ar 
ranged within the passageway 44 whereupon the wall 32 
may be elevated to its upright position and locked to the 
frame 12 by having the tabs 36 engage the slots 38. 
The wearer W may then recline, as shown in FIGURE 

7, and her head A will be supported by the comb 18 while 
the side wall 32 prevents any force from acting on her 
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hair H. The teeth 20 are positioned in an arc about . 
the back of the skull S so that the weight thereof is 
distributed among a multiple of teeth 20 while the neck 
padding 74 carriers part of the weight of the skull S, 
thereby reducing the total weight carried by the teeth. 
The side members 46 hold the headrest 10 in position 

on wearer W while the cheek pads 68 carry part of the 
Weight of the heat A when the wearer W reclines on her 
side. 

Referring now to FIGURE 10, a modified headrest 
110 is shown wherein a frame 112 substantially similar 
to that shown in the headrest 10 is employed to support 
a plurality of teeth 120 forming a comb 118. The frame 
112 is encased in a neck pad 174 to engage the neck N 
of the wearer W. The side wall 32 of the headrest 10 
may be eliminated in the modified headrest 110 by pro 
viding the teeth 120 with extensions 122 having pointed 
ends 123 which are engageable with a clip 124 forming 
a single surface which supports the comb 118 in spaced 
relation with a surface on which the wearer W reclines. 
The headrest 110 is used primarily for supporting the 

head A of a wearer W in such a manner that her hair H 
is suspended while she reclines on her back. Thus, the 
side members 46 may be eliminated because it is not 
anticipated that the wearer W will recline on her side. 
In use, the headrest 110 is installed by removing the clip 
124 and penetrating the hair H with the teeth 120 in such 
a manner that the teeth 120 contact the skulls Sessentially 

50 

55 

60 

65 

O 

75 

4 
tangentially thereto whereupon the neck piece 174 is 
brought into engagement with the neck N and the clip 
24 inserted over the ends 123 to support the wearer W 

as she reclines on her back in such a manner that the hair 
H does not have any force acting thereon. 
While the particular headrests herein shown and de 

scribed in detail are fully capable of attaining the objects 
and providing the advantages hereinbefore stated, it is 
to be understood that they are merely illustrative of the 
presently preferred embodiments of the invention and 
that no limitations are intended to the details of construc 
tion or design herein shown other than as defined in the 
appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A headrest for protecting the hair of a user of the 

headrest while said user is reclining on a suitable surface, 
comprising: 
comb means for penetrating the hair of said user, and 

contacting the head essentially tangentially to the 
curve of the user's skull; 

accruate frame means having a front edge supporting 
said comb in an acruate pattern around the base of 
said skull; 

Wall means swingably connected to said frame means 
in Spaced relation with said comb means whereby 
a channel is formed between said comb means and 
said wall means for reception of said hair; 

a neck pad for said frame means, said neck pad carry 
ing a portion of the weight of said head; and 

cheek pads connected to said frame means for holding 
said headrest in position on said user and for carry 
ing a portion of the weight of said head when said 
user reclines on her side. 

2. The headrest of claim 1 wherein said cheek pads are 
pivotally connected to said frame and wherein said head 
rest includes means for locking said check pads into firm 
engagement with the cheeks of said user. 

3. A headrest for protecting the hair of a user of the 
headrest when she reclines on a surface, comprising: 
comb means for penetrating said hair and contacting 

the head of said user essentially tangentially to the 
curve thereof; 
frame means for supporting said comb means in an 

arc about the back of said head; and 
means for supporting said comb means in spaced rela 

tion with said surface comprising an extension of 
said comb means forming an angle therewith in such 
a manner that the ends of said extension will contact. 
said surface and support said head in spaced relation 
with said surface. 

4. A headrest device adapted to preserve a coiffure 
of a wearer of the device, comprising: 
comb means adapted to penetrate the hair of said 

Wearer and contact the wear's head; and 
Support means for supporting said comb means in 

Spaced relation with a surface, upon which said 
Wearer reclines, whereby said head is supported with 
out substantial force acting on said coiffure, said 
Support means comprising wall means connected to 
said comb means, said wall means forming a pas 
sageway with said comb means for the reception of 
said coiffure. 

5. A headrest device adapted to preserve a coiffure of 
a wearer of the device, comprising: 
comb means adapted to penetrate the hair of said 

Wearer and contact the wearer's head; and 
Support means for supporting said comb means in 

Spaced relation with a surface upon which said 
Wearer reclines, whereby said head is supported with 
out substantial force acting on said coiffure, said 
Support means including an arcuate frame support 
ing said comb means in an arc about the back of said, 
head, said frame being encased in a pad engageable 
with the neck of said wearer to carry part of the 
Weight of said head. 
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6. A headrest device adapted to preserve a coiffure of a 
wearer of the device, comprising: 
comb means adapted to penetrate the hair of said 

wearer and contact the wearer's head; and 
support means for supporting said comb means in 

spaced relation with a surface upon which said 
wearer reclines, whereby said head is supported with 
out substantial force acting on said coiffure, said 
support means including an arcuate frame support 
ing said comb means in an arc about the back of 
said head, said frame being encased in a pad engage 
able with the neck of said wearer to carry part of the 
weight of said head, said support means also includ 
ing an arcuate side wall connected to said frame in 
spaced relation with said comb means, whereby a 
passageway is formed between said comb means and 
said side wall to accommodate said coiffure. 

7. The headrest of claim 6 wherein said support means 
includes a pair of swingable, side support members 
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adapted to be swung into engagement with the cheeks of 
said wearer to carry part of the weight of said head when 
said wearer reclines on her side. 

8. The headrest of claim 7 wherein said side support 
members are pivotally connected to said frame by hinge 
means adapted to be clamped to said frame to maintain 
said side members in firm engagement with said cheeks. 

9. The headrest of claim 7 wherein strap means are 
connected to said side members for retaining said side 
members in firm engagement with the cheeks of said 
Weare. 
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