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UNITED STATES
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 417,439, dated December 17, 1889,
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To all whom it may concermn: ‘

Be it known that I, OLoF C. S. OLSEN, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Tllinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in. Partitions for Pigeon-
Holes; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, elear, and exact deseription

- thereof, reference being had to the accom-
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‘same on line 2 2 of Fig. 1.

panying drawings, and to the letters of ref-
erence marked thereon, which form a part of
‘this specification.
‘ \3\':[‘his invention relates to an adjustable par-
tition designed primarily for use in connec-
tion ‘With the pigeon-holes or similar com-
partments or inclosed receptacles in office fur-
niture and the like, usually adapted for the
reception of papers and files.

1t frequently happens that the depth of
pigeon-holes is greater than the length of the
papers to be stored-or placed in them, in
which case the papers are liable to become
lodged in the rear part of said pigeon-holes,
making them more or less inaccessible and
their removal difficult. . )

The object of my invention is to overcome
these objections; and to this end I provide a
movable partition adapted to fit within a
pigeon-hole or similar compartment, and
adapted for adjustable engagement with the
walls of the pigeon-hole or compartment,
whereby the partition may be secured in any
desired position therein.

The invention consists in the features of
construction and combination of parts herein

desecribed, and pointed out in the appended.

claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical lon-
gitudinal sectional viewof a pigeon-hole and
portions of others having partitions applied
thereto embodying my invention, the same
being taken on the line 11 of Fig. 2. Fig. 2
is a vertical transverse sectional view of the
Fig. 3is a vertical
iransverse sectional view of a modification.
Fig.4isahorizontal sectional view on the lin
4 4 of Fig. 3. ‘ ’

A indicates pigeon-holes, having a rear wall
a, horizontal walls ¢/, and vertical walls o2

B indicates a partition or movable back
wall adapted to fit loosely within said pigeon-
‘hole to permit it being readily moved back

N

| and forth while in a vertical position, or re-

moved entirely therefrom.

C, Figs. 1 and 2, indicates a cam pivoted at
¢ upon the partition B, near one edge thereof.
The cam C is provided with a cam-surface ¢/,
adapted to extend beyond the edge of the
partition, and with an operating handle or
lever ¢/ extending upwardly from the cam.
Said operating-lever is preferably located at
the rear or inner face of the partition, and
when so located the partition is provided with
a slot or opening b, which slot or opening is
arranged transversely to the handle and at
the front of the same. The lever is operated
from the front of said partition by inserting
the fingers through the said slot.

b’ V' indicate pins located at convenient
points on the rear face of the partition to
limit the movement of said lever.

The cam Cishereinshown as acting against
the bottom of the pigeon-hole; but it may be
arranged at the top or one side thereof.

It is obvious that by moving the lever-han-
dle to theright or left the cam-surface will be
caused eitherto clamp or release the partition.

In using this device it is preferable to in-
sert the fore and middle fingers through the
slot or opening b at opposite sides of the le-
ver handle and place it in the position shown
in dotted lines in Fig. 2. The partition is
placed within the pigeon-hole while the fin-
gers are engaged with-the aperture and lever
thereof in the mannerabovestated,and moved
to the desired point and placed or held in a
vertical position, after which the lever is
thrown to the other side of the slot, whereby
the.cam-surface is caused to engage the side
of the pigeon-hole and thereby clamps the par-
tition firmly in position. A pigeon-holeof any
desired depth may thus be conveniently made.
It will be noted that the front or exposed face

[ of the partition is free from projections.

In Figs. 3 and 4 I have illustrated another
construetion embodying the main features of
my invention. In~this insiamrce two jaws b
b* are shown as arranged in slidiqg bearings
b® D®on the rear of tiremartition, anG provided
at their outer ends with“serrated edges b+ bt
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for engagement with the smooth walls o1 the 1co

compartment. The inner ends of said jatsg,

are turned or bent forward to provide han--
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dles U° 0% which project through the slot or
opening b. 0% is a spiral spring interposed
between the handles I° 0° and held in position
by studs 07 U7 thercon. The springs press the
jaws outwardly, so that their serrated edges
will clamp against the sides of the pigeon-
hole and thereby hold the partition firmly in
place. The operation of adjusting or remov-
ing the partition by means of the handles ®
is obvious.

It will be evident that this invention can be
put to various uses not referred to herein
without departure from the spirit of my in-
vention. I wish it also understood that I do
not intend to restrict myself to the exact fea-
tures of construction herein set forth and
shown, but reserve the right to make all
changes coming within the essence of my in-
vention, as set forth in the appended claims.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination,with a pigeon-hole open
at its front only and having flat walls, of a
movable partition provided with a clamping
device adapted to engage the walls of the
pigeon-hole or compartment, whereby the
space for papersin frontof the partition may
be varied in depth.

2. The combination,witha pigeon-hole open
at its front only and having flat walls, of an
adjustable partition provided with a snitable
aperture, and having a clamping device ar-
ranged on its rear face engaging the walls of
the pigeon-hole and adapted to be operated
from its front face through the said aperture.
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3. Thecombination,with a pigeon-hole open
at its front end only and having flat walls, of
an adjustable partition therefor, said parti-
tion being provided on its rear face with a
clamping device adapted to engage the walls
of the compartments and provided with a
handle for actuating the same, and an open-
ing in said partition in front of said handle.

4. The combination,with a pigeon-hole open
at its front end only and having flat walls, of
an adjustable partition provided with aclamp-
ing device consisting of a cam and a handle
for actuating the same, said cam and the op-
posite edge of the partition being adapted to
engage opposite walls of the pigeon-hole.

5. The combination,with a pigeon-holeopen
at its front end only and having flat walls, of
an adjustable partition therefor provided with
a clamping device arranged on its rear face,
consisting of an actuating-handle and a cam
for engaging the walls of said pigeon-hole,
stop-pins for limiting the movement of said
handle, and an aperture in said partition in
front of said handle.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my invention I affix my signature in presence

of two witnesses. :
OLOF C. S. OLSEN.

Witnesses: :
C. CLARENCE POOLE,
Harry COBB KENNEDY.
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