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This invention relates to castanets.

More specifically the invention relates to a
combined castanet and tambourine,

Castanets, as used by dancers and by musicians
in orchestras, consist of two concave, speon-
shaped shells cconnected together by a string
which passes about the thumb of the user; the
castanet resting in the palm of the hand of the
user and the two shells ‘are clapped together
by the middle finger.

My castanet consists of two similarly shaped
concave, spoon-shaped shells, in the concavity
of each of which there is attached two or more
loosely arranged metallic discs which have free-
dom of movement so that when they contact
each other a musical or jinglihg sound is pro-
duced in combination with the usual clapping
sound produced by bringihg the two shells to-
gether. Purther, this castanet is constructed so
that the cord which connects the two shells to-
gether, and which cord is in the form of an
endless loop, preferably a double-strand loop, is
adapted to pass around the thumb and through
the palm of the hand and around the little finger
s0 as to position the castanet on top of the
closed fist of the user, between the thumb and
the first finger. In this manner of attaching
the castanet to the hand, the clapping pro-
duced by the shells and the jingling sound are
produced by quick successive twists of the wrist
of the user and the velume of the sound can
be varied by gripping the cord loosely or tightly,
as desired.

My combined castanet and tambourine is one
that can be used by dancers and musicians in
orchestras, but it also has a definite use as a
toy. It can also be used as a noise maker, such
as those used at Halloween parties and other
celebrations.

In view of the foregoing, therefore, it is an
object of my invention to provide a castanet of
simple construction and involving relatively few
parts and one which is capable of long and ef-
fective.and pleasurable use.

Another object of my invention is to provide
a castanet having embodied therewith suitable
discs which produce a jingling sound and which
in effect results in a combined castanet and ‘tam-
bourine.

Another object of my invention is to provide
a, castanet having embodied therewith addi-
tional sound-producing means.

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide a new and improved manner of attaching
the castanet to the hand of the user so that quick
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successive twists of the #rist fesult in the bring-
ing together and -clappihg sound of the two
shells.

A still further object of the invention is to
provide a new and improved way of attaching
the combined castanet and tambourine to the
hand of the user so that quick successive twists
of the wrist will result both in the clapping
sound caused by the bringing together of the
two shells and simultariecusly the jingling sound
of the loosely mounted discs or other sound-
preducing means within thé castanet.

With these and other ‘objects in view, the in-
vention consists in the -comstruction and novel
combination ahd arrangement of parts herein-
after fully described, illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings and pointed -out in the claims
hereto appended, it being understood that vari-
ous changes in ‘the form, proportion, and minor
details of construction withinh the scope of the
claims may be resorted te without departing from
the spirit or sacrificing the advantages of the
invention.

The invention ‘will be more readily understood
by referring to the annexed drawings, wherein—

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing in full
lines two shells constittiting the -castanet and
in pale lines the loosely tmounted discs which
effect the tamboufine jingling sound;

Fig. 2 is'a transverse sectiondl view:on the lines
2—2 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3, in full lines, is 4 longitudinal sectional
view on ‘the lines 3—3 -of Fig. 1 and in dotted
lines shows otie of thHe shells moved about the
pivot-forming means; o

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the pivot-form-
ing means for the two'shells;

Fig. 5 is a longitudinal sectiona] view -on the
lines 5—5 of Pig. 2, showihg ‘oné of the shell por-
tions inplan view; ahd

Fig. 6 is an eXploded perspective view showing
the tambourine dises or fthe like which are at-
tached within each of theé shells constituting
the castanet.

Referring specifically to the -drawings, the
castanet proper consists of ‘twe -elements or con-
cave spoon-shaped shells 17 and 8, the concavity
in each shell being ‘denoted at 9 .and 0, respec-
tively. The forward portion 1 of each of the
shells T and 8 is curved and rounded and the
extreme rear end portion 12 presents a sub-
stantially flat face. This construction of each
of the shell portions T and 8 results in the forma-
tion of an exterior flange 13 which follows the
general contour and shape of each of the lower
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portions of the shells T and 8 The concave
formation 9 and {0 in each of the shells results
in a forward sloping or inclined wall portion
{4 and a substantially vertical rear wall por-
tion 15.

Suitable metallic or other sound-producing
means, here shown in the form of discs {8 and
each provided with a central opening {7, are
lcosely mounted in, preferably centrally of, the
concave inner formation 8 and 48 of each of the
shells constituting the castanet. The means of
mounting the sound-producing discs or the like
{6 as here shown consists of an ordinary weod
screw |18 which passes through -the openings 17
in the discs and is driven home into each of the
central portions of the castanet sections. 7 and 8.
The discs or other sound-producing- means are
free to move relatively to each other and to each
shell.
or the like results in the production of a jingling
or other sound, dependmg upon- the particular
type of sound-pr oducmg means employed. There
are at least two discs or other sound-producing
means with freedom of movement mounted in
each of the castanet shells

The castanet shells 7 and 8 adjacent their rear
end portions are p10v1ded with spaced openings
19. These openings extend entirely through the
flange 13" at the rear end portion of each of the
castanet sections 7'and 8 and the spaced openings
in one of the shells are in alignment and register
with similarly spaced openings in the flange of
the other shell. These openings permit the cord
28, which is an endless loop formation, to be
passed through the spaced registered openings.

The cord forming the loop, as shown, is pref-
erably of double strand formamon and the ‘ends
2§ are knotted or otherwise secured together.

By referring to Pig. 3 it will be seen that that
portion of the double strand loop which emerges
from the bottom of the opening in the shell 7 is
such that one of the strands extends aboui a

pivot rod 22 at one side thereof, and the other

strand passes about the other side of the pivo:
rod and then both strands pass through and
beyond the opening {9 in the shell section 8 which
results in a free loop portion 26°.

The pivot-forming rod 22 is of elongated forma-
tion, as clearly seen in Figs. 4 and 5 and is at-
tached to shell 8 at the rear thereof and is
maintained in this position by means of right-
angled, pointed barbs 22’ which are driven into
the upstanding flange 13’. This pivot rod is of
rounded formation and thereby provides a curved
surface for the other shell 7 to pivot or rock
thereon, as will be explained hereinafter:

The two shell sections T and 8 constituting the
castanet, as described hereinbefore, are loosely
held together by means of the cord loop 29. In
one position of the shells the forward portions 23
thereof—the flanged portions—engage and, due
to the pivotal mounting of the two sections on
the rod 22, the rear portions 24 of the shell are
spaced from each other (see Fig. 3).

‘While I do not intend or desire to be limited to
the particular manner of attaching the castanet
to the hand, I have found that it is preferable
to pass the flexible Ioop 20’ of the cord around
the thumb, through the palm of the hand and
around the little finger. By thus positioning the

This freedom of movement of the discs.
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castanet on the hand and assuming that the hand
is closed in the form of a fist, this will dispose
the castanet on top of the first finger and thumb.
Then, by simple, quick, successive twists of the
wrist, the castanet shells T and 8 move about the
pivot rod 22 and are quickly brought together
to produce the clapping sound and, simultane-
ously therewith, the jingling sound of the discs
{6 or other sound-producing means within the
castanet. With a little practice the user can
produce & great variety of rhythmic sounds and
the volume of the sound or sounds can be varied
by the grip or tension applied by the hand to the
flexible- cord loop 28’. If this loop is gripped
tightly, the volume of sound is lessened and by
loosening the grip, the volume of sound is
mcreased -

" For purposes of illustration only, the tam-
bourine effect is shown as consisting of a plu-
rality of loosely mounted discs in each of the
castanet shells 7 and 8. However, it is to be
understood that - these dises, -or- similar sound-
producing means, may be affixed or disposed in
cne of the castanet shells only.

The castanet shells may be made of wood
rlastic, metal of combinations of these materials
or any other suitable material.

I claim:

1. An instrument of the character described
comprising two similarly shaped  concave sound
prroducing members, pivot forming means rigidly
secured to the inner face of one of said concaved
members -at one end thereof, the other concaved
member adapted to contact at one end and move
about said pivot forming means, and fiexible
hand-grip means passing through both of said
members on opposite sides of said pivot forming
means and connecting said members together.

2. A castanet comprising two similarly shaped
members of concave shell-like formation, disposed
opposite each other with their concave sides °
facing inwardly, pivot forming means on one of
the members at one end thereof; the other mem-
ber being adapted to contact and rock about said
pivot forming means at its corresponding end,
flexible means passing through both of said mem-=-
bers al one side-of said pivot forming means
loosely connecting the same, said flexible means
being of a length to extend beyond the outer side
of one of said members and forming a hand grip
portion providing for holding and drawing the
members together at said pivot forming means,
cne of said members having sound producing
discs loosely mouunted- thereon- within the con-
fines ‘of the concave formation thereof for
limited free relative movement.
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