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1o all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, Joun Sex1ox, a sub-
ject of the Emperor of Austria-Hungary,
residing at Coyne, in the county of Lacka-
vanna and State of Fennsylvania, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Foldable Stretchers, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to certain new and

useful Improvements in foldable stretchers.

The primary object of the Invention is to
provide .a stretcher especially adapted for
emergency and army use and which may
be readily folded into compact form for
transportation puiposes.

A Turther object is to provide a stretcher
frame in which the muattress member is re-
movable. from separate support and carry-
ing means and the said means being reacily
assembled and disassemnbled and also being
relatively foldable. )

A gtill further object is to provide a
stretcher that is cheap and easy to manu-
facture but at the same time possesses the
requisite amount of strength and is ar-
ranged to provide an adjustable head Sup-
port by means of tensioning the supporting
mattress through the agency of relative ad-
justments between supporting and carrying
parts of the stretcher frame-work.

With these general objects in view and
others that will appear as the nature of the
invention is better understoed, the same con-
sists in the novel combination and arrange-
ment of parts hereinafter fully described,
illustrated in the accompanying drawings,
and pointed out in the appended claims.

In the drawings forming a part of this
application and in which like designating
characters refer to corresponding parts
throughout the several views:—Figure 1is
a perspective view of the complete device
assembled for use. Fig. 2 is a perspec-
tive view of the outer side of one of the
support members. Fig. 3 is a perspective
view of a portion of the mattress member.
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of one of the
end bars of the mattress member detached.,
Fig. 5 is a sectional detail view of the lock-
ing means for the stretcher frame. Fig. 6
is a transverse sectional view through one
of said mattress end bars and a portion of
the mattress secured thereto. Fig. 7 is a
central transverse sectional view #$aken
through the assembled device, with a por-
tion of the mattress broken away, and, Fig.

8 is a side elevation of one of the support
members detached and in its folded position.
Referring more in detail to the drawings,
1t will be seen that the frame-work of the
stretcher  comprises  oppositely-positioned
support members 10 having opposite side
rails slidably positioned through substan-
tially central slots 12 of the side posts 13
of said support members, it being noted that
the opposite ends of said side rails are ve-
duced in cross-section forming handles 14
which are readily positioned through the
sald slots 12. The side rails 11 are rectan-
gular in cross-section and the engaging por-
tions 15 thereof being also rectangular in
cross-section but of slightly less dimensions
than the main central portions of the rails,
the positioning of said reduced rail portions
through the rectangular slots 12 preventing
any relative turning of the members while
the said posts 13 are adapted to abut against
shoulders 16 of the said side rails. The op-
posite supports are retained in position upon
the side rails by means of outwardly-posi-
tioned set screws 17 threaded through bush-
ings 18 of the posts and engaging the rails.
KEach support member 10 has a flexible
strap 19 pivoted at its opposite ends as at
20 to the lower or feet portions of the sup-
port posts 13 while a cross-bar 21 is pivoted
as at 22 between the said support posts sub-
stantially mid-way between the opposite
ends of the posts. By this arrangement, it
will be seen that the support members when
disassembled from the device are readily
folded by moving the members thereof rel
atively to each other upon the pivots 20
and 21 and as best illustrated in Fig. 8.
The mattress 28 of the stretcher is formed
of any desired flexible material, such as can-
vass and has oppositely-positioned open
sleeves 24 adapted for the sliding reception
of the side rails 11, the mattress being of
suflicient width to position the same prop-
erly tensioned between the said side rails
when so mounted thereon and when the side
rails are engaged within the slots 12 of the
support members. Similar end bars 25 are
secured to the head and foot portions 26
and 27 respectively of the mattress by means
of overlapping cleats 28, as best illustrated
in Fig. 6. Strap brackets 29 are carried at
the opposite ends of the said bars 25 and are
adapted to seat over the reduced tops 30 of
the posts 13 of the support members.
From this detailed description of the de-
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vice, it will be seen that when the stretcher
is assembled as illustratéd in Fig. 1, it may
be readily knocked down by forcibly re-
moving the end bars from the support mem-
ber posts by lifting such bars off of the

. posts and that thereafter, the set screws .

17 may be loosened and the support mem-
bers slid longitudinally. off of the handle
ends of the side rails 11.  The mattress may
be then slidably removed from the side rails
and the side rails may be then folded within
the mattress together with the end bars 25
of the latter, the support members being
also folded in the manner hereinbefore de-
seribed and as illustrated in Fig. 8 and po-
sitioried within the inclosing wrapping of
the canvas matiress. The assembling of the
device being substantially the reverse of the
knock-down operation, it is deemed unnec-
assary to specifically described the same.

While the forms of the Invention herein
shown and described are what are believed
to be preferable embodiments thereof, it is
" nevertheless to be understood that various
5 forms, modifications, and arrangements of
the parts may be had without departing
from the spirit and scope of the invention
as claimed. : R

What I claim as new is+—

1. A foldable stretcher comprising side
rails, foldable support members slidably
mounted thereon, locking devices for said
support members, & mattress slidably mount-
ed upon the said rails and between the said
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rails and the said support members, end
bars secured to the said mattress, end straps
at the opposite ends of said bars, and re-
movably secured to the tops of the said
support members.

2. A foldable stretcher comprising side
rails having reduced handle ends, foldable
support members having posts provided
with substantially centrally-positioned slots
adapted for the sliding reception of said
rails, the said rails provided with shoulders
adapted for engaging the said posts, rail-
engaging locking means carried by the said
posts, cross-bars and flexible strap members
pivotally-connecting the posts of the sup-
port members and spaced apart upon the
opposite sides of said posts, the npper ends
of said posts being reduced, a flexible mat-
tress member having oppositely-positioned
sleeves slidably-mounted upon the said rails
and dlso having head and foot portions at
the opposite ends thereof, end bars fixedly
secured to the opposite ends of the said mat-
tress member, strap loops secured to the op-
posite ends of the said end bars and re-
movably positionable upon the said reduced
upper ends of the posts of said support
members.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN SENIUK.

Witnesses:

WrapysLaw Kuszxa,
Micuan Korowizy.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the * Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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