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Paténted Mar. 26, 1929.

UNITED STATES

1,706,948

PATENT OFFICE.

VICENTE ALBANO, OF ROSARIO, ARGENTINA.

CO:NVERTIBi;E BED ARMCHAIR.

Application filed December 17, 1926, Serial‘i\To. 155,482,

This invention relates to an improved con-
vertible arm chair or couch, according to its
width its object being the production of a
piece of furnituie which may be used as an
ordinary arm chair or couch, or as a bed, after
unfolding or extending the corresponding
parts of the same.

The piece of furniture according to ‘this

- invention substantially consists of a main
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body part formed by the seat, properly speak-
ing of the chair, suitably reinforced and pro-
vided with its corresponding legs and covered
on its top by the seat. To the frame of said
seat 1s hinged at its front side, another frame
which normally descends on the front side of
the chair and which when in its raised posi-

tion, forms the foot end of the couch or bed..

To the rear side of the seat frame is algo

hinged a similar frame which, in its raised

position, forms the back of the arm chair ov
couch’ and, when lowered, forms the head
end of the bed. The said three frame parts
are covered either separately or as a whole
with a suitable wire fabric or mattress, for

resiliently supporting an upholstered pad or -

cushion., ~ :

~In order that the invention may be readily
understood and carried into. practice, a pre-
ferred embodiment of the same has been illus-
trated by way of example in the accompany-
ing drawings, wherein: - »
- Kigure 1 1s a perspective:view of the con-
vertible arm chair in position for being used
as such. T ‘ .

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the con-
vertible arm chair when in its extended posi-
tion, with the upholstered pad or cushion re-
moved. ‘ . BT

Figure 3 illustrates the means for support-
ing the foot end of the bed in relation to the
legs of the arm chair.

Figure 4 is a detail view in side elevation,
showing the arrangement of the. arm sup-
ports of the chair and the manner in which
they retain in position the back of the chair.

Iigure 5.is a plan view of Figure 4.

Figure 6 illustrates one way of effecting
the connection between the metallic fabric
or springs and the frame of the seat and back
of the chair, and ‘

Figure 7 is a section on.the line A—B of
Figure 6.

In said drawings, 1 indicates the legs of
the chair, preferably made of angle iron, as
well as the frame of the chair, said legs being
provided at their lower ends with castors 2

and suitably reinforced by a square trussing
3 formed by crossed wires 4. On the legs 1
are supported the bars 5, also of angle iron,
which form the frame of the seat, the lat-
ter having secured to its front side the hinges
6 for supporting a swinging frame 7. To
the opposite or rear end of the seat frame ave
sectired the hinges 8 which support the frame
9 of the back of the chair, also constructed of
suitable angular iron bars.

In each of the front legs is formed, at a

suitable height, an elongated vertical slot 10,
and below the same a hole 11.  For the pur-
pose of retaining the foot support or frame
in raised position whea the chair is to be
used-as a bed, the frame 7 has pivoted to it
at 12 the front or upper ends of a pair of
bars 13 which extend through the slots 10
and are formed at the other end with catches
14 to engage the lower edges of said slots so
as to retain the bars in raised position. In
order to prevent the bars 13 from sliding out
of the slots 10, they are provided a$ their
lower or free ends with bent portions or hooks
15, adapted to engage within the holes 11.
In.order to fold or lower the foot frame 7,1t
is suficient merely to raise the bars 13, some-
what so as to disengage the catches 14 and
then push-the frame backwards so as to cause
the bars 13 to slide within the slots 10 and
position themselves below the seat, in the
manner: shown in Figure 1.
. The. back frame 9 supported in extended
or horizontal position by means of a swinging
frame 17, the side members of which are piv-
oted at their upper ends at 16 to the adjacent
side. members of the back frame; and to the
free end of said frame 9 there is connected a
pillow-supporting frame 21 whose side mem-
bers aré pivoted to the corners of frame 9 at
22 and are further connected by braces 19
with the sides of frame 17, the points of piv-
otal connection being indicated at 20 and 18.
When the back frame is swung upwaird into
its vertical positon, the frames 17 and 21 can
be swung or folded to fit within its channel-
iron members, as represented in dotted lines
in Figure 2. ‘

Fach of the arm supports of the chair con-
sists of two flat bars 23, hinged at 24 to the
seat frame 53 the hinge spindles' may be
formed by a simple rod.25 so that on with-
drawing the same from the hinges, said arm
supports” may entirely be taken off. The
bars 23 are bent at their upper ends so as to
permit the arm rests 27, or arms proper, to be
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faetened thereto by means of screws 26, Be-

- low said bent por ‘tions there is riveted to the

%13

bars 23 a horizontal bar 28, having its rear
end hooked as shown at 29, for the purpose of
engaging the adjacent eide member of. the
back frarno 9,-in -order to plevent the same
from falling backw‘u‘d

In order to hold the hack frame 9 1 1d1y

~in position and prevent any forward motlon

10

of the game, a resilient bar or strap 31 is se-
cured to the inner side of the har 28, as indi-
cated at 30, the end of the strap 31. abuttmv
normally acramst the opposite side. member
of the frame 9, as clearlv shown in I,‘lrrure

The resilient strap. 31 is also provided ; Wlth a
pin which passes through a hole formed in
the bar 28, being provuled on its outer end
with a stop 32, In order to lower the back of

" the chair, the stop 32 is pulled in an outward

hreotmn, so as to move the strap.81 out of the

‘way of the. back, whereupon, by tilting the
“back in the desired du‘ectlon, it may | be dis-

- engaoed from the hook 29 of the bar. 98;'in

this way, the arm supports.are allowed to fold
downwards ‘on their hinges 24." As has Deen
stated before; by entn'ely withdrawing the
hinge spindles 25, the arm suppmts may be
removed S0 thmt two converted arm chairs

- may. be placed €1de by side, i order to serve
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as a bed.
Oné of the main drawbacks OIdlll‘LI‘lly en-
countered, in the construction of this kind of

~convertible arm chairs or couches, consists in
the fact that the springs or resﬂlent support-
" ing surface cannot. be subjected to any addi-

tlonal longitudinal stretching, owing to which
the springs became loose and the couch uncom-
fortable. In fmco1dance Wlth this invention,
such difficulty is overcome by stretching the
resilient fabric or springs in a tmmvelse di-
rection and by providing, if desired, a sepa-
rate resilient supporting surface for e‘lch sec-
tion of the frame. For said purpose, the
risilient- wire fabric or mattress.35 is gripped
hetween two bars ‘33 and 34 and is secured
thereto by means of rivets 36. The bars ex-
tend in alTongitudinal direction or parallel to

‘the frame p‘u‘ts 5 and 9, to which they are

affixed By means of the chps or staples 37
which enter into holes formed in the bars 33

and'the frame bars 5and 9, as clearly shown
" in Figures 6 and- 7

Before placmo the said
cllps or staples 37 in p051t10n, the wire fabric

* is ‘streached to: the desired .deoree by any

. Irnown. or suitdable means.

The entire supportmor surffmce of the chan'

tm e.
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or couch is covered by a cushion or pad 38,
conveniently secured at its upper and lower
ends, and, if desired, also along the line of
folding of the bacl with regard to the seat.
“The matiner of conver tnw the piece of fur-

_niture into one or the other form for use will
‘be understood from the foregoing, without
,further explanations.

It will be evident that various modifica-
tions may be introduced without departing
from, the gengral scope of. this invention as
claimed.

Thus, instead of using only metal as ma-
terial for constructing the arm chair accord-
ing to. this 1nvent10n the seat frame of. the
same might De made of wood, provided or not
with drawels the arm suppmte might also
be made of wood and means might e pro-
vided for. ad]ustm at, will the de"me of n-

cline of the back.

Having now clearly described and ascer-
tained the nature of my sald invention and in
Wh'Lt manner the same is to be performed, I
now declare that what T Clalm and desire 'to
secure by Letters Patent, is:—

1."A convertible ch‘ur, comprising a seat
frame; supporting’ legs therefor; a back
frame hinged to the setLL frame for swinging
movcm(,nt between a substantially verical
pos1t10n and a substantially horizontal po-
sition; arm frames hinged. to the side mem-
bers of the seat frame; a horizontal bar se-
cured to each arm fr fune and provided with a
hooked rear end for engagement with the rear
face of the adjacent side’ “member of the back

frame to hold the latter 1ga1nst rearward

movement, from its vertical position; a resil-
ient strap secured to one bar and normally
abutting at its rear end against the front
face of the adjacent side meml*er of said back
frame to, hold said. frame against forward
movement but displaceable. F rom such posi-
tion to permlt forward movement of the
frame; and separate means for supporting
the back frame in'its hotizontal position.

2. A convertible chair, according to claim
1, in which the free end of the resilient str: ap
is provided with a finger-piece which projects
slidably through an opening in the adjacent
horizontal bar to move the strap end out of
abutting relation to the adjacent side mem-
béi‘ ‘of the back frame.

‘In testlmony whereof T affix my signa-

VICENTE ALBANO.
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