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Letters Patent No. 85,979,

dated January 19, 1869.

IMPROVED CAR-COUPLING.
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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Jorx T. WILSON, of Pittsbur g,
in the county of Allefrhcny, and State of Pemmylv i,
have invented certain new and useful Improvements
in Car-Couplings, and that the following is a full, clear,
and exaet deseription of the same, reference being had
to the accompanying «rawings, making a part of this
specification, in whiech—

Figures 1 and 2 represeut, in perspective, the coup-
ling in two of its operative positions, and showing how
it may be used with cars, whether their platfoum be
of different or of the same height.

I am aware that cars have Deen coupled and drawn
by links passing over pins on each side of the buffer
or bull-heads. This I lay no claim to.

My invention consists in extending arms horizon-
tally both ways from the centre of the buffer-head, and
from its top and bottom both, and uniting these arms
by rivets or bolts, and coupling and dmwmrt; the cars
by these horizontal arms; and not by the ver'tical pins,
by which means greater security is attained, and cars
of uneven Iieights of platforms readily coupl(,d to-
gether.

To enable others skilled in the art to make and use
my invention, I will proceed to describe the same with
reference to the drawings. :

A and B represent two buffer-heads, from which hor-
izontal arms € extend both ways laterally ; and these
arms may, on one side of the head, be braced by arivet,
¢, passing through a slecve, b, and on the other sxdp
there may be a pin or Juurr-bolt ¢, for coupling -or un-
coupling ‘the cars.

The rivet nay be put in after the coupling-link D
is put on, and which secures it to the car or buffer, so

~ that each buffer would carry one link, and when two

Duffers came together, it would furnish two links to
cach pair of hutfers.

Tn fig. 1, it is seen how the coupling is done when
one buffer lb higher than the other, viz, from the under
arm of B to the upper arm of A, the links, when de-
sirable’ to change them from one arm to the other,
readily turning over the ends of the arms, so as to be
on the lower or upper one, as may be desired.

In fig. 2 is seen how the links are connected to the
arms, when the platforms or buffers arve of the same
height, said links passing over the upper arms of each.
Of course the links can be used from the upper or lower
arms of the adjacent buffers without taking off the link,
or putting on a bent link,

In drawing pins or bolts which are not a pu-nmnent
part of the buffu, but simply pass through projec-
tions or parts thereof, they are liable to jar Out-, break,
or get misplaced. By my plan, I draw from and couple
to a permanent, solid part of the buffer,

As occasmnally a car may be put into the train which
has not this lateral coupling, but the coinmon central
one, an extra link, K, may be carried for that purpose,
and the bolts ¢ ¢, used in the holes d d, to catch the
link.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,

What I claim therein as mew, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

Coupling cars and-drawing them, by means of links
passing over lateral Lorizontal Arms, united by rivets
or bolts, in the manner and for the purpose herein de-
seribed and represented.

JOHN T. WILSON

Witnesses :

A. B. STOUGHTON.
EDMUND MASSON.




