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To all whom it may concern.: : :
Be it known that I, Carr A. ALBRECHT, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at
Galion, in the county of Crawford and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Casket Supporting and
Transferring. Devices, of which the follow-

ing is a specification. :
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This invention has as its object to provide
a device for use in conjunetion with an open-
ended burial vault and adapted to support,
the casket during the last obsequies and con-
sequently to provide means whereby the
casket may be readily introduced into the
vault. :

‘Prior to the present invention much em-
barrassment and confusion frequently re-

sulted. at the time of introducing the casket
into the vault, where the vault was of the

open-ended type. In many cases the forward

pall bearers would start the introduction of

the casket into the vault while the under- -
taker would be at the rear where he would.

be obliged to lift. the entire casket and carry
1t into the vault as soon as the bearers would
release their hold on the handles, which is
necessary on caskets equipped with exten-

sion handles. - On_account of the bearers
being inexperienced, they will often fail to.
properly center the casket on the carriage at.

the opening in the vault. = : :
The present invention therefore has as its

object to provide a device which will serve.

in the first instance as a support for the cas-
ket during the obsequies at the grave, the
casket being supported in such position that

one end will be presented squarely to.the
open end of the vault, and the said device -
affording in the second instance Ieans:
whereby the casket may:be readily slid or.
rolled into the vault in true alinement there-.

with and without any noise being occasioned
and also without the necessity of the under-

taker or pallbearers grasping the under side.

of the casket and lifting the same.

~Another aim of the. invention is to so con-

struct the device that the same may be col-

lapsed and conveniently carried from place.

to place in an inconspicuous manner and
readily and quickly -set up at the grave in
condition- for use. T

Another aim of the invention-is to so con-

struct the.device that the same will support -

the - casket -a suitable  distance above  the

ground surface and in perfectly level posi-
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tion, the supporting legs of the device being
adjustable as to length to compensate . for
inequalities in the ground surface.
- In the accompanying drawings: -
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the de-
vice illustrating the manner of its use;
Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the' device;
Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view in detail ;-
Fig. 4 is a.vertical longitudinal sectional
view on the line 4—4 of Fig. 3; i
Tig. 5 is a vertical transverse sectional -
view on the line 5—5 of Fig. 8; Lo
Fig. 6 is a group perspective view 1llus-
trating the support provided for certain. of
the rollers of the deviee; - . TR
Fig. 7.is a bottom plan view of the device -
collapsed s . R L
Fig. 8 is a sectional view on the line 8--8
- Fig. 9 is a perspective view of one end of.
the device locking at the under side thereof,
the supporting legs of the. device being
shown folded and the device being in condi-
tion to be collapsed as shown in Fig. 75 ..
Fig. 10 is a group perspective.view-illus-
trating the elements comprising one of the
supporting legs; G e
Fig. 11 is a side elevation of one side mem-
ber of the.device illustrating the manner: of
supporting another one of the rollers of the

- device.

Corresponding and like parts are referred.
to in the following deseription-and indi-
cated in all the views of the acecompanying
drawings by the same reference characters,

The device embodying the present inven-
tion consists primarily of a frame which ig
preferably of oblong rectangular foim and
which- includes sides .1 and ends 2.. The.
members of the frame are preferably formed.
from L-angle iron and each side member in-
cludes an upper horizontally disposed wing
3 and.a vertical wing 4, each end member.
having a horizontally disposed wing 5 and
a vertical wing 6. L v SR

The sides and ends of the frame ave ast
sembled with the wings 3 of the side mem:.
bers overlapping the ends of the wings 5 of
the end members as clearly shown in-Figs.'
3, 4 and 9 of the drawings and. the over-
Iapped ends-of the said frame members are
connected by means of pivots 7 adapting the-
frame to assume a rectangular form or,.
when the device is not in.use, adapting the-
entire-frame to be'collapsed. to about “thie,
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form shown in Fig. 7 of the drawings. By
reference particularly to Fig. 3 1t will be
observed that the diagonally opposite cor-
ners of the wings 5 of the end members are
rounded as indicated at 8 concentric to the
pivots 7 the end edges of the saild wings at
their other diagonally opposite corners al-
fording shoulders 9 designed to strike
against the inner sides of the wings 4 of the
respective side members of the frame so that
while the rounded corners 8 permit of the
frame being collapsed or, in other words,
provide for free pivotal movement of the
sides and ends of the frame at the corners
thereof, the abutment of the shoulders 9
against the wings 4 of the side members,
whea the frame is extended or set up, will
limit such pivotal movement when the frame
has been caused to assume a rectangular
shape. The frame is provided at each of its
four corners with a supporting leg which is
illustrated in detail in Fig. 10 of the draw-
ings and each of these legs comprises o pair
of relatively adjustable sections one of
which is indicated in general by the numeral
10 and -the other by the numeral 11. The
section 10 comprises a wing 12 and a wing
18 ‘and the latter wing is pivoted as at 14
to the inner side of the wing 6 of the re-
spective end member of the frame and the
adjacent corner of the wing 13 is rounded
as at 15 so as to provide for free pivotal
movement of the section 10 upon the pivot
14. The corresponding end of the other
wing which is indicated at 12, however, ex-
tends at right angles to the lateral edges of
the said wing so that when the said section
10 is swung upon its pivot to extend verti-
cally beneath the frame, this said end of
the ‘wing 12 will rest-against the under side
of the wing 5 of the respective end member
of the frame and the leg as a whole will be
braced in such position. The section 11 of
each leg comprises a wing 16 and a wing
17 and the first mentioned wing is formed
with a threaded opening 18 receiving the
threaded shank of a set screw 19 which is
fitted through a slot 20 formed longitu-
dinally in the wing 12 of the respective sec-

tion 10 and which may be tightened for the’

purpose of holding the section 11 at adjust-
ment with relation to the section 10. Tt will
be understood at this point that the sections
11 of the several legs of the device may be
adjusted with relation to the respective sec-
tions 10 to compensate for inequalities In

the ground surface and permit of the frame

of the device being supported in horizontal
position. When it is desired to collapse the
device, however, the set screws 19 are to be
loosened after which the sections 11 are to
be slid inwardly so as to be completely
housed within the angle between the wings
12 and 13 of the respective sections 10 after
which the legs may be folded to lie bodily
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within the angles formed between the wings
5 and 6 of the end members of the frame to
which they are connected and shown clearly
in Fig. 9 of the drawings. It will be ob-
served that the outer corner of the wing 17
of each section 11 at the inner end theveof is

rounded as at 21 so that when the section 11

is slid inwardly as above stated, the leg as
a whole may be moved upon its pivot 14
without interference on the part of the wing
5 of the end member to which it is connect-
ed. Tt will also be understcod by reference
6 the drawings that the wing 16 of the sec-
tion 11 of each leg is disposed against the
inner face of the wing 12 of the section 10
and that the wing 17 of each said section 11
will oppose the wing 13 of the section 10
and will be spaced therefrom. .

Tn order. to prevent accidental inward
folding of the legs while the device is in
use, braces 22 are connected at their inner
ends as at 23 by a common pivot to the de-

pending wing 6 of each of the end members

of the frame and at their outer ends these
braces are provided with notches 24 adapt-
ing their said ends for engagement with
headed studs 25 carried by the wings 13 of

the respective leg sections 10. Tt will be ob-:

served that the pivots 23 are located mid-

way between the ends of the respective end
meinbers of the frame and that: the braces.
99, in the set up position of the: device, ex-

tend downwardly in opposite . directions

from the said pivot to engage the said studs.

95. Iowever, when the device is to be col-
Japsed the outer ends of the braces are to be

disencaged from the studs 25 whereupon the
braces may be swung upon their pivots to.
extend along the inner face of the said wing.

6 of the respective end member as shown
in Fig. 7 of the drawings.
Ag above stated, when the frame is ex-

tended or set up for use the shoulders 9 will

limit the pivotal movement of the frame
members after the frame as a whole has as-
sumed rectangular form and in order to
brace the frame so as to cause it to maintain
this shape while in.use, a brace 26 is pivoted
as at 27 at.one end to the under side of the

wing .3 of each side member of the frame.
near one end of the said member and is pro--

vided at its free end with a notch 28 adapt-
ing its said end for engaging with the head-
ed stud 29 carried upon the under side of
the wing 5 of the adjacent end member of
the frame, the said braces 26 in this position

extending diagonally of the diagonally op-.
posite corners of the frame as a whole as.

clearly shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 3 of the
drawings. - When the device is not in use

the braces 26 may be swung upon their piv-

ots to lie within the angles formed between

the wings of the respective side members of -

the frame as clearly shown in Fig. 8 of the
drawings. ' ‘ '
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In order that the casket may be supported
upon the frame end in such manner as to
permit of the casket being readily slid into

* the vault in a noiseless manner and without

likelihood of the bottom of the casket catch-
ing upon any portion of the frame, casket
supporting vollers are mounted to extend

~ transversely of the frame in a- manner which

will now be explained.
~Secured upon-the upper side of the wing
3 of each side member of the frame is a
series of brackets 30 including upstanding
spaced portions between which are rotata-
bly mounted roller bearings 31, a pair of
such bearings being mounted in each of the
brackets and the brackets being located at
corresponding - points upon the two side
members of the frame. Each of the casket

- supporting rollers above referred to includes

20

Ny
(1]

a cylindrical body 82 which may be hollow
or solid, either as found desirable, and which

is provided at each end with a trunnion 38.

The trunnions 33 are also cylindrical and
when the device is to be set up for use the

¢ rollers 32 are dispesed. with their trunnions

33 resting between the roller bearings of
corresponding pairs in'the manner shown in
Tigs. 1, 2 and 4 of the drawings. After the

" frame of the device has been set up in the

» manner heretofore explained and the caskst

suppotting rollers 82 have been placed in
position as shown in the drawings, the casket

may: be disposed upon the “said rollers as

“shown in Fig. 1 and thus supported during

40

G0

5 the obsequies.
duce the casket into the vault; this may be

When it 18 desired to intro-

accomplished bv pushing against’ that end

of the casket which is remote ‘from the oven:

end of the vault whereupon the casket will
slide readily and noiselessly over the rollers

without likelihood of lateral displacemeént
and without requiring any attention on the

part of the pall bearers, the funeral director

- alone being required to-move the casket.

The drawings illustrate tlie use of three
of the casket supporting rollers- but it will
be understood that a greater or less number
may be employed if found -desirable: Tt

will also be cbserved that the trunnions of -

the rollers are merely disposed to rest be-
tween the roller bearings of the several pairs
and that therefore the rollers may be readily
removed from their bearings when it is de-
sired to collapse the device. In order that

i when the device is collapsed all parts there-

of may be conveniently carried and housed
within a minimum space, it is contemplated
that the casket supporting rollers shall be
supported in a suitable manner within the
angles formed between the wings of the side
members of the frame, and assuming that
three such rollers are employed, means is
provided upon one of the side members for
supporting a pair of the rollers and means
is provided upon the other side member for

&

supporting a single one of the rollers.  In
the first instance mentioned above a pair of
apertured ears 34 -are secured in any suit-

able manner within the angle between the,

wings of one.of the side members of the
frame and the aperture of each ear is de-
signed to receive one trunnion of one of the
pair-of rollers to be supported. Thus the
other trunmions of the said pair of rollers
will be located close to each other and pre-
sented end to 'end and as a means for en-
gaging and supporting both. of the said
trunnions there is provided a bracket com-
prising a body portion indicated by the nu-
meral 85 which portion is provided at: one
longitudinal edge with an angularly extend-
ing flange 86 and at the opposite edge with
a shank 37 which is formed with a longitu-
dinally extending slot 88. The shank 37 is
disposed against the outer face of the de-
pending wing 4.of the said side member of
the frame and secured in place by means of
a set screw 89 fitted through the slot 38 and
adjustably . threaded . into an opening 40
formed in the said wing 4. Prior to engag-
ing the trunnions of the said rollers in"the
bracket, the set:serew is loosened and the
bracket is allowed to drop away from the
side member whereupon the trunnions may
be swung over the edge of the flange 36 and
into the angle between the said flange and
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the body portion 85: When the trunnions -

have been. thus disposed the bracket ' is
moved upwardly toward the side member
and the set screw is tightened so a5 to sup-

100 -

port the -bracket in place and consequently ‘

support the said trunnions. It will be ‘ob-
served by reference to Fig. 7 of the draw-
ings that the remote ends of the bodies of
the two rollers bear agaiust the apertured

-ears 84 and that the adjacent ends of the

bodies of the rollers bear against theé oppo-:

site ends of the bracket and consequently
longitudinal displacement of the rollers is
prevented. ' :

In supporting the single roller the other

105

110

side member of the frame is provided with -

an apertured ear 41 to receive one trunnion
of the said roller and this ear is fixed with
relation to the said side member. The other
trunnion of the roller is engaged in an aper-
tured ear 42 carried at one end of a plate 43
which is disposed slidably against the inner

face of the depending wing of the said side

member and this said plate is formed with

115

120

a longitudinally extending slot 44 for the

passage of the threaded shank of a set
screw 45 the said shank fitting into a nut 46
which bears against the said plate 43 when
the set screw is tightened. After the first

‘mentioned trunnion - of the said roller hag

been éngaged in the aperture of the ear 41,
the plate 43 may be slid so as to permit of
the engagement of the other trunnion of the

roller in the aperture in its ear 42 after 1
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which the plate may be slid back to its
original position and the set screw tightened
to hold it against accidental displacement.

T do not wish to be limited to the specific
details of construction, illustrated and de-
scribed, but reserve the right to make any
changes, within the scope of the appended
claims, without departing from the spirit of
the invention.

Having thus described the invention,

what is claimed as new is:
1. In a device of the class described, a
frame comprising side and end members
pivotally connected at the corners of the
frame whereby the frame may be collapsed,
the side members comprising angle bars the
upper wings of which overlap the ends of
the end members of the frame, and the said
end members of the frame each having their
diagonally opposite corners rounded to per-
mit of pivotal movement of the said frame
members toward collapsing position, the
other diagonally opposite corners of the said
members constituting shoulders designed to
abut against the other wings of the side
members of the frame to limit the pivotal
movement of the frame members in a direc-
tion to extend the frame, and casket sup-
porting rollers mounted in the frame.

9. In a device of the class described, a
frame having frame members of angle iron
construction, a casket supporting roller re-
movably mounted in the said frame and ex-
tending transversely thereof, a fixed bracket
within the angle of one of the frame mem-
bers to support one end of the said roller

when the device is not in use and the roller

is disposed within the angle of the said
member, and an adjustable bracket ar-
ranged within the angle of the said member
for the support of the other end of the
said -roller.

3. In a device of the class described, a
frame having frame members of angle iron
construction, a casket supporting roller re-
movably mounted in the frame and having

Copies of this patent may be obtained for
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end trunnions, a fixed support for one of
the said trunnions in the angle of one of the
frame members, and a support for engage-
ment with the other trunnion of the roller
movable into and out of supporting position.

4. In a device of thé class described, 2
frame having frame members of angle iron
construction, a- casket supporting roller: re-
movably mounted in the frame and having
end trunnions, a fixed support for one of the
said trunnions in the angle of one of:the
frame members, a support for engagement
with the other trunnion of the roller movable
into and out of supporting position, and
means for holding the last-mentioned sup-
port in position for such engagement.

5. In a device of the class described, a
frame having frame members of angle iron
construction, rollers removably mounted
within the frame and having end trunnions,
spaced relatively fixed. brackets within the
angle of one of the frame members to re-
ceive the remote trunnions of rollers dis-
posed within the said angle of the irame
members in axial alinement with each other,
and a bracket member adjustably mounted
upon the frame member between the first-
mentioned brackets and adjustable to engage
the adjacent trunnions of the said rollers.

6. In a device of the class described, a

frame, legs supporting the frame' at the

corners thereof and each comprising a fixed:

and an adjustable section, each section hav--

ing relatively angularly disposed wings, one
wing of the adjustable section being dis-
posed -against one wing of the relatively
fixed section, and means adjustably con-
necting the said wings, the other wing of
the relatively fixed section being pivoted
to the frame and the other wing of the ad-
justable section being spaced from and lo-
cated opposite the last-mentioned wing of
the relatively fixed section.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

CARL A. ALBRECHT. - [r.s.]

five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.” :
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