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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joux T, O’Conwor,
a citizen of the United States, residing in
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Running-Boards for Cars,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
the construction of car roof running boards.

Heretofore the running boards of car
roofs have ordinarily had the separate
planks joined or butted together at their ends
over a saddle to which the plank are nailed,
and danger to the trainmen from stumbling
or falling often results from the meeting
ends of the plank not being smooth or flush
with each other, especially if the plank be-
come loosened or warped at their meeting
ends.

The object of my invention is to provide
an improved construction of car roof run-
ning board, which will overcome this diffi-
culty or objection.

My invention consists in the means I em-
ploy and herein shown and described for
practically accomplishing this object or ve-
sult, the same being more particularly speci-
fied in the claims.

In the accompanying drawing forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of a freight car provided with
a running board embodying my invention.
Fig. 2 is a detail perspective view of the mul-
tiple plank splice for the meeting ends of
three running board planks. Fig. 8 is a
vertical longitudinal section on line 3—38 of
Tig. 2, and showing also the meeting ends
of the planks joined by the splice. Tig. 4 is
a detail perspective view, showing two shorf
planks joined at their meeting ends by a
single splice.

In the drawings, 1 represents a car roof,
2 the running board saddles secured at in-
tervals to the car roof at the crown or peak

thereof, and to which the running board

planks 3 are nailed or otherwise secured.
The running board planks 8 at their meet-
ing ends 4, 5 are rigidly connected or joined
together by metal splices 6, the upper webs
7 of which are flush with the upper faces of
the running boards. Each of the metal
splices 6 is furnished with one or more, pref-
erably three, pairs of opposing or oppositely
facing and slightly flaring or tapering sock-
ets 8, 8 to receive the meeting ends of two

running board planks 3, the ends of the
running boards being furnished with cham-

fers 9 to fit the tapering sockets 8, 8 and

cause the upper face of the metal splice to
be flush with the upper face of the running
board planks which it joins. The oppositely
facing sockets 8, 8 of the splice are separated
by short upright webs or flanges 10 against
which the ends of the boards may abut.
The metal splices 6 are preferably furnished
with holes 11 through which nails 12 may
be driven into the ends of the running board
planks 8 for further security. The metal
splices 6 are also furnished with nail holes
13 to receive nails 14 which may be driven
into a running board saddle in cases where
the meeting ends of the plank 8 and splice 6
are located directly over a saddle 2.

My improved running board plank splices
may be made multiple, as shown in Fig. 2,
to receive and join three pairs of planks, or
single, as shown in Fig. 4 for joining a single
pair of planks at their meeting ends. The
single splices 15 enable short planks to be
used or planks of different lengths in con-
structing the running board.

I claim :—

1. In a car roof running board, the com-
bination with the running board planks and
saddles, of metal splices, separable from
said saddles, for the meeting ends of the
planks having oppositely facing sockets to
receive said ends, substantially as specified.

2. In a car roof rununing board, the combi-
nation with the running board planks and
saddles, of metal splices, separable from said
saddles, for the meeting ends of the planks
having oppositely facing sockets to receive
said ends, said sockets being outwardly flar-
ing, and the upper web of said metal splice
being flush with the upper face of the run-
ning board planks, substantially as specified.

3. In a car roof running board, the com-
bination with the running board planks and
saddles, of metal splices, separable from said
saddles, for the meeting ends of the planks
having oppositely facing sockets to receive
said ends, said metal splice having flanges
between its oppositely facing sockets for the
meeting ends of the plank to abut against,
substantially as specified.

4. In a car roof running board, the com-
bination with running board planks and sad-
dles, of a metal splice, separable from said
saddles and having a plurality of pairs of
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opposing sockets to receive the meeting ends
of a plurality of pairs of planks, substan-
tially as specified.

5. In a car roof running board, the com-
bination with running board planks and sad-
dles, of a metal splice, separable from said
saddles and having a plurality of pairs of
opposing sockets to receive the meeting ends
of ‘a plurality of pairs of blanks, said oppos-
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ing sockets being outwardly flaring and the 10

upper web of said splice being flush with
the upper face of the planks, substantially
as specified.

JOHN F. O’CONNOR.

Witnesses:
Peart. ABrams,
H. M. Mux~pay.
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