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57) ABSTRACT 

A golf putter for putting in a modified croquet style of putting 
comprising an elongated shaft having a substantially elongated 
grip portion at an upper end, and a putter head having a 
resilient striking face at a lower end. The putter head is of a 
predetermined weight which is counterbalanced by weighting 
means disposed in the upper end of the shaft to provide a 
weight balance point intermediate the ends of the shaft and 
proximate the lower extremity of the grip portion. The 
resilient striking face of the putter head may be formed by a 
slot located behind the face. 

12 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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GOLFPUTTER CONSTRUCTION 

The present application is a continuation of application Ser. 
No. 725,387, filed Apr. 30, 1968, now abandoned. 
The present invention relates to a new and improved golf 5 

putter. 
Conventional golf putters require a sideways stance in 

which it is difficult for the player to maintain a true sight 
between the golf ball and the cup in putting. In the present in 
vention a modified, improved golf putter is provided with a 10 
modified croquet style which can be used whereby a natural 
position can be maintained providing a good sight line 
between the golf ball and the cup. 

In the present invention in order to enhance the modified 
croquet style, an elongated handle is provided; in addition, 
selected weight balance is provided between a weighted golf 
putter head and the handle whereby a balance point is located 
generally intermediate the ends and proximately at the point 
of grip of one hand on the club to provide for better feel or 
sensitivity. 

Therefore, it is a general object of the present invention to 
provide a new and improved golf putter. 

It is another object to provide a golf putter for use in putting 
in a modified croquet style. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a new 25 
and improved golf putter having a weighted head which is 
balanced in an elongated handle such that the point of balance 
will be selected at an intermediate point along the length of 
the shaft. 30 

In the present invention, the golf putter also utilizes a novel 
head construction; therefore, it is an object of the present in 
vention to provide a novel golf putter having an improved 
head construction. 
Other objects, features, and advantages of the present in- 35 

vention will become apparent from the subsequent description 
and appended claims, taken in conjunction with the accom 
panying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is generally a pictorial view depicting the putter of 
the present invention with a golfer indicated in phantom de- 40 
picting the modified croquet form for use of the putter; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged sectional view of the golf putter of 
FIG. 1, taken generally along the lines 2-2; . 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the head of the 
putter shown in FIG. 1; and 45 

FIG. 4 is a side elevational view of the putter head of FIG. 3. 
Looking now to the drawings, in FIG. 1 a golfer, shown in 

phantom, is depicted as holding the golf putter 10 of the 
present invention for use in a modified croquet style. The golf 
putter 10 comprises a shaft 12 and a head 14, with the shaft 12 50 
being elongated and extending upwardly at an angle of ap 
proximately 10 relative to the vertical and terminating in a 
handle portion 16. The shaft 12, including the handle portion 
16, is purposely elongated to permit the modified croquet 
style stroke as shown in FIG. 1 such that the golfer can putt 55 
from generally an upright position; to provide this feature the 
length of the shaft 12 is generally between 40 to 50 inches. 
This range in length would accommodate variations in height 
between most golfers and permit the use of the modified 
croquet style as shown in FIG. 1. Note that the angulation of 60 
the shaft 12 at 10 directs the shaft 12 towards the golfer when 
the head 14 is located generally off to one side of the golfer. 
This brings the shaft 16 advantageously towards the golfer and 
permits him to putt without unduly contorting his body. 

In order to provide for a better feel and also a better control 65 
of the putter 10, the head 14 is either made of a material 
which of its own nature adds substantial weight to the head 14 
or is deliberately weighted. It has been found that the weight 
of the head 14 should be at least around four ounces, in a 
preferred form, the weight of the head 14 was around 8 70 
ounces. In order to balance the weighted head 14, additional 
weight 15 is added at the upper end of the handle 16 (see FIG. 
2). The weight 15 is selected relative to the weighted head 14 
such that a balance point is attained along the shaft 12 
generally midway between the head 14 and the end of the han- 75 

5 

20 

2 
dle 16; preferably, the point of balance generally coincides 
with the position X at which the golfer grips the lower end of 
the handle portion 16 along the shaft 12. Assuming the 
balance point to be at the point X with the golfer gripping the 
club 10 as shown in FIG, 1, a pivoting action can be provided 
in a modified croquet style resulting in better feel and im 
proved sensitivity. The combination of the modified croquet 
style and balanced putter 10, results in a putter enhancing a 
player's putting ability. 

In addition to the above, the putter 10 is provided with an 
improved head construction as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4. The 
weighted head 14 is provided with a striking face 20 for strik 
ing a ball 22; a slot 24, located behind the striking face 20, 
substantially increases the resilience of face 20; the slot 24 ex 
tends for a substantial portion of the face 20 and generally 
provides for a large area over which ball contact can be made 
with little change in putting effect; thus the slot 24 makes the 
striking face 20 less sensitive to variations in contact position 
with the ball and further enhances putting. Note that the slot 
24 is open at the bottom portion and extends upwardly to a 
bridge portion 26. The bridge 26 provides a connection along 
the upper edge such that the face 20 tends to hinge about the 
upper edge 26. It is believed that this tends to provide on the 
ball 22a desirable over spin condition. 
While it will be apparent that the preferred embodiment of 

the invention disclosed is well calculated to fulfill the objects 
above stated, it will be appreciated that the invention is 
susceptible to modification, variation and change without de 
parting from the proper scope or fair meaning of the subjoined 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A golf putter having an elongated shaft terminating in a 

substantially elongated grip at its upper end; a club head 
located at the lower end of said shaft, said club head being of a 
predetermined weight; and weighting means in the upper end 
of said shaft for counterbalancing the club head weight to pro 
vide a weight balance point located intermediate the ends of 
said shaft at a point substantially removed from both said head 
and said upper end of said shaft and generally midway 
between said head and said upper end, and at least generally 
proximate the lower extremity of said grip, said elongated grip 
extending approximately from said weight balance point to the 
upper end of said shaft to facilitate gripping the shaft with a 
first hand at said weight balance point, and with a second 
hand, substantially spaced from said first hand, gripping said 
shaft at the upper end whereby the putter can be actuated by 
the operator in a pendulum movement. 

2. The putter of claim 1 with said head having a weight 
greater than around 4 ounces. 

3. The putter of claim 1 with said head having a weight 
around 8 ounces. 

4. The putter of claim 1 with said shaft being approximately 
40 to 50 inches in length. 

5. The putter of claim 1 with said shaft extending at an angle 
of around 10 with the vertical from said head. 

6. The putter of claim 1 with said head having a striking face 
with a slot located behind said face, 

7. The putter of claim 6 with said slot extending generally 
over the majority of the striking face and being opened only at 
the bottom. 

8. A golf putter comprising: an elongated shaft having only a 
single grip portion which is substantially elongated and is 
disposed at an upper end of said shaft; a mallet type putter 
head located at the lower end of said shaft, said shaft defining 
an angle of approximately 10 with the vertical from said head, 
said head being of a predetermined weight and including a 
resilient striking face; and weighting means located in the 
upper end of said shaft for counterbalancing the club head 
weight, said weighting means providing a balance point inter 
mediate the ends of said shaft at a point substantially removed 
from both said head and said upper end of said shaft and 
generally midway therebetween, said balance point further 
being proximate the lower extremity of said grip, said elon 
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gated grip extending approximately from said weight balance 
point to the upper end of said shaft to facilitate gripping the 
shaft with a first hand at said weight balance point, and with a 
second hand, substantially spaced from said first hand, 
gripping said shaft at the upper end whereby the putter can be 
actuated by the operator in a pendulum movement. 

9. The putter as recited in claim 8, wherein said resilient 
striking face is formed by a slot located behind said face. 

10. The putter as recited in claim 9, with said slot extending 
over the majority of said striking face and being open only at 10 
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4. 
the bottom, and wherein said head has a weight of around 8 
OUICCS, 

11. The putter as recited in claim 8, wherein said grip por 
tion includes a radially enlarged portion located at an upper 
end for gripping by said second hand. 

12. The putter as recited in claim 11, wherein said radially 
enlarged portion includes an axially extending passage for 
receiving said second weighted means. 

k is k sk 


