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Supply inert gas to processing space
Hold processed wafer using first holding part
and support wafer using second holding part
Separate processed wafer from support wafer
Supply inert gas to processed wafer
Clean processed wafer
Inspect join surface of processed wafer
Clean join surface of processed wafer
Flip processed wafer
Inspect non-join surface of processed wafer
Clean non-join surface of processed wafer
Post-process anomaly-free processed wafer
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Clean support wafer
Recover support wafer
AA  Anomaly present
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(57) Abstract: This method for separating a compound substrate into a processed substrate and a support substrate has the following
steps: a first step in which a vertical-positioning mechanism positions the compound substrate in a space between a first holding part
and a second holding part, at a position where said substrate does not contact either holding part, and a gas supply unit supplies an
inert gas into said space; a second step, after the first step, in which a movement mechanism produces vertical relative movement
between the first and second holding parts, the first holding part holds the processed substrate, and the second holding part holds the
support substrate; and a third step, after the second step, in which the movement mechanism produces horizontal relative movement
between the first and second holding parts, separating the processed substrate from the support substrate, while the processed sub -
strate held by the first holding part and the support substrate held by the second holding part are heated.
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