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This invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in clothesline fasteners generally,
although more particularly to those in which the
line is held by a clamp.

The principal chject of my invention is to
provide a clothesline clamp which is provided
with one or more downwardly extending line
snubbing posts on the clamping member whereby
continuous line sections may be disposed in angu-
lar relation to each other without becoming
disengaged from the clamp.

Another object of my invention is to provide
a device of the above character which is simple
in construction, durable in use, and economical
to manufacture.

With these and other objects in view which
will more fully appear, the nature of the in-
vention will be more clearly understood by fol-
lowing the description, the appended claims, and
the several views illustrated in the accompanying
drawing.

In the drawing—

Figure 1 is a left side elevation, partly in
section, of a clothesline clamp constructed in
accordance with my invention.

Figure 2 is a front elevation thereof,

Figure 3 is a right side elevation thereof, partly
in section, »

Figure 4 is a. front elevation, partly in section,
of the clamp base,

Figure 5 is a rear view of the clamping member,
and

Figure 6 is a plan view on a reduced scale
showing my line clamp in use.

Like reference numerals designate correspond-
ing parts throughout the several figures of the
drawing.

Referring to the drawing in detail, my inven-
tion is embodied in a clothesline clamp including
a base A and a cooperating clamp B.

The base A comprises a relatively long and
narrow rectangular vertical plate 5 having a
forwardly projecting lug 6 located on the lower

_ bortion and adjacent one side edge thereof. The

outer end of the lug is provided with a transverse
pivot opening 71 disposed in parallelism with said
base. The front face of the base is provided
with a clamping surface 8 between the lug 6
and the opposite longitudinal edge of the base.
The base is provided on its front face with a
vertical series of ratchet teeth 9 which are dis-
posed centrally with respect to the top edge
thereof.

The clamp B comprises an elongated cam-
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intermediate its ends on an axle {1 mounted: in
the opening T in the lug. The upper end of the
cam-~-shaped element (1§ is provided with spaced

ffs.,':
shaped element {0 which. is pivotally mounted

1

flanges 12, 12 which form a resultant rope orig

line receiving groove 13. The rear surface of the
cam-shaped element is provided with a clamping
surface {4 located directly in rear of the axle

i1 for cooperation with the clamping surface 8 -

on the base.
lower end with a pair of downwardly extending
snubbing posts 1§, 156 spaced apart for a distance

The element 0 is provided at its?10

greater than the diameter of the rope used. -

These snubbing posts preferably extend down-

wardly from the clamping member and thence“I5

furn in a direction away from the base to form
resultant hook-shaped portions having open line-
receiving throats 18. A pawl I7 is pivotally con-
nected to the upper end of the element 10 for
cooperation with ratchet teeth 9 on the base.

In use a clothesline {8 has one end attached
to a support, and the line is then directed to
my improved clamp which is attached to a sup-
port 19, and thence laterally to another support
2§, thereby forming the line into two sections

18* and (8 which are arranged at right angles

to each other. ‘The line is positioned in the
groove i3 of the clamping member, and thence
downwardly between the clamping member and
the base. The free.end of the line is then car-
ried under the clamping member between the
spaced snubbing posts, and thence laterally over
the hooked portion of either snubbing post. The
pull of the line on the upper part of the clamping
member tends to swing the clamping member
in a direction to bring the clamping surface of
the clamping member into close proximity with
the clataping surface of the base thereby effect-
ing a clamping action on.the line therebetween.
As the upper end of the clamping member moves
outwardly, the free end of the pawl {7 drops
downwardly into engagement with successive
steps of the ratchet teeth thereby securing the
clamping member against loosening in the event
that the line is slackened.

Thus, it will be seen that I have formed a

clothesline clamp which will securely hold a
clothesline disposed therein, which will permit
sections of the line to be disposed at angular
relation to each other, and which is simple in
construction and is durable in use. .

It is of course to be understood that the details
of structure and arrangement of parts may be
variously changed and modifled without depart-
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" ing from the spirit and scope of my invention.
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I claim:

1. A clothesline-holding clamp comprising a
base plate having a transversely apertured lug
projected forwardly from the face thereof, said
plate having a clamping face portion at the side
of said lug and an elongated ratchet-toothed por-
tion extending longitudinally adjacent said lug,
an axle-stud supportingly mounted in the trans-
versely apertured portion of said lug, an eccentric
line-supporting and clamping element pivotally
mounted on said axle-stud, said eccentric element
having a toothed inner clamping face in opposed
relation to said clamping face portion of the
body plate at the side of the lug supporting said
eccentric element, one end portion of said ec-
centric element being curved and formed with a
line-receiving and supporting groove, the opposite
end portion of said eccentric element being
formed with a spaced pair of roundead, outwardly
and upwardly hooked snubkbing posts, and a pawl
pivotally mounted on the side of said grooved
end portion of the eccentric element and en-
gageable at its free end portion with said ratchet-
toothed portion of the body plate.

2. The herein described clothesline-holding
clamp comprising an elongated hody plate pro-
vided with a transversely apertured lug extended
forwardly from the face thereof adiacent one

Jongitudinal side and end porticn of the plate,

said plate having an elongated trausversszly-
tecothed rack portion extending longitudinally
from a point adjacent said lug extension to the
end of the plate, an axle-stud supportingly
mounted in the apertured portion of said lug
extension of the plate, said body plate having
a toothed line-clamping surface at the side of
said lug extension, an eccentric element pivetally
mounted on said axle-stud, said eccentric element
having an inner toothed line-clamping face in
opposed relation to the clamping surface of the
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body plate, one end portion of said eccentric
element being curved and formed with a line-
receiving and supporting groove, the opposite end
portion of said element being formedwith aspaced
pair of rounded, forwardly and upwardly extend-
ed, hooked snubbing posts, and a pivotally
mounted pawl on the side of the grooved end
portion of said eccentric element, said pawl being
engageable with the toothed rack portion of the
body plate whereby to releasably hold said ec-
centric element in clamping relation to the line
inserted between its clamping face and the op-
posed clamping surface of the body plate, with
the line supported in the grooved end portion
of said eccentric element and exerting a pull on
said element to move its grooved end portion
away from the body plate.

3. A clothesline-holding clamp comprising a
generally flat rectangular base plate having pro-
vision for its attachment flatwise to a support
and being provided with a forwardly projected
lug on the outer face thereof, said plate formed
with a clamping face portion at the side of said
lug and an elongated ratchet-toothed portion
extending longitudinally adjacent said lug, an
eccentric line-supporting and clamping element
pivotally mounted con said lug at the side thereof
and having a toothed inner clamping face in
opposed relation to said clamping face portion
cf the body plate, one end portion of said eccen-
tric line-supporting and clamping element being
curved outwardly from the base plate and formed
with a line-receiving and supporting groove and
the oppoesite end portion thereof being formed to
provide hooked line-snubbing means, and a pawl
pivotally mounted on the side of said grooved
end portion of the eccentric element and en-
gageable at its free end portion with said ratchet-
toothed portion of the body plate.

FRANK J. SALZER.
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