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iMPROVEMENT IN BUSTLES. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 128,412, dated June 25, 1872, 

Specification of an Improved Bustle, in 
vented by HARRET H.MAY, of Birmingham, 
in the county of New Haven, State of Con 
necticut. 
My improved bustle is constructed with 

springs acting directly outward from the per 
son to throw out the exterior of the bustle. 
The invention further consists in the provis 
ion of transverse springs inclosed in pockets, 
and applied and secured substantially as here 
inafter described. a 

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a plan or top 
view of my improved bustle. Fig. 2 is a ver 
tical section of the same on the line aca, Fig.1. 
My bustle consists essentially of two webs, 

A B, attached to a common Waistband, C, and 
separated by any necessary number of radial 
springs D D, attached at their ends to the re 
spective webs, and serving to press the upper 
or exterior web. A directly outward from the 
interior or base B, which latter rests directly 
against the person of the wearer, and is 
strengthened or stiffened by one or more ribs, 
b, either with or without metallic or other 
springs. A circumferential spring, a, is also 

applied to the web A. to preserve its symme 
try. In addition to this I employ a series of 
vertical springs, EE, contained within pockets 
upon the web A, in the manner shown in Fig. 
1, rivets or other equivalent fastenings being 
employed to secure them, as shown at e e. 
To preserve the symmetry and effectiveness 

of the device, the radial springs DD are pref. 
erably arranged to bear directly one against 
the vertical springs E. E., near the center of 
the latter. 

Claim. 

I claim as my invention 
The bustle herein described, constructed with 

radial spiral springs D D secured at their re 
spective ends to the webs A and B, and with ver. 
tical springs EE applied within pockets in or 
upon the Web A, and receiving at their cen 
tral part the pressure of the springs D, all as 
herein shown and described. 

HARRIET E. MAY. 
Witnesses: 

CHAS. E. CLARK, 
W. S. BROWNE. 


