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To all whon, it nually concern 
Beit known that I, ALBERTN. BARRETT, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Los Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles 
and State of California, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Attaching 
Rubber Heels to Shoes, of which the follow 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, which form a part of this specification. 
My invention relates to animproved device 

for attaching rubber heels to shoes, and my 
invention consists in certain features of nov 
elty hereinafter described and claimed. 

Figure I represents a side elevation of a 
shoe With my improvment attached. Fig. II 
is a bottom view. Fig. III is a detail rear 
elevation. Fig. IV represents a cross-section 
taken on line IVIV, Fig. II. Fig. W is a 
horizontal section taken on line W W, Fig. II, 
through the heel. Fig. VI is a detail per 
spective of retaining-plate. Fig.VII is a per 
spective of retaining-plate. 

Referring to the drawings, 3 represents my 
improved retaining-plate, which is in outline 
of the same contour as the upper half of an 
Ordinary heel, but which has an open central 
Space which leaves the central portion of the 
bottom of the shoe above the heel exposed. 
The plate 3 consists of a horizontal flange 
upper 1, a vertical pendent flange 7, and in 
Wardly-extending teeth 12 at the base of the 
pendent flange, said teeth being preferably 
integral with the retaining-plate and having 
their bases joining the bottom of the vertical 
flange 7. The retaining-plate is secured to 
the upper 5 and to the sole 6 of the shoe in 
the same position that the ordinary leather 
heel would occupy, and is firmly held thereto 
by means of screws ornails 11, passing through 
holes in the flange 1 and extending into the 
sole. s 

By the construction described it will be seen 
that a horizontal horseshoe-shaped pocket 8 
is formed in the retaining-plate, said pocket 
being Wider at its center than at its mouth. 
4 represents a rubber heel which has a 

depth substantially double that of the retain 
ing-plate, so that the heel would have to be 

worn at least one-half away before the retain- 5o 
ing-plate would come in contact with the 
ground. 
In placing the rubber heel in position in 

the retaining-plate, I preferably form a slit 
10 in the side of the heel at a distance from 55 
the bottom where the heel would strike the 
teeth 12, the heel being forced into the pocket 
8 under pressure, the teeth 12 extending into 
the slit, the heel being somewhat wider than 
the pocket, expands on being forced into the 6o 
pocket and is securely held within the pocket 
both by its peculiar shape and by the teeth 
12 engaging the outer sides of the heel. I 
have shown the teeth in sections, as shown 
at 12 on the sides and at 2 on the rear end, 65 
but do not desire to confine myself to any 
special arrangement of the same. 
In Fig. VII, I have shown a slight modifi 

cation in which the teeth 12 point back 
Wardly in shark-tooth fashion, this form af- 7o 
fording greater resistance to the displace 
ment of the heel than where the teeth extend 
at right angles with the sides of the heel. 
There are many advantages in the use of a 

rubber heel that are obvious and not neces- 75 
sary to mention in this application. Its ad 
vantages on slippery surfaces, lessening the 
shock to the wearer in Walking on hard Sub 
stances and avoidance of noise, will be read 
ily appreciated by its users. 

I claim as my invention 
A boot or shoe heel comprising a solid rub 

ber body having a horizontal slit about mid 
Way of its height, and a retaining-plate, 
formed with a horizontal upper flange adapted 85 
to be secured to the sole of a boot or shoe, 
With a vertical pendent flange embracing the 
upper portion of the entire body, and with 
inWardly-projecting teeth at the base of the 
pendent flange occupying the horizontal slit 90 
in the body; the body by its yielding prop 
erty being adapted to be sprung into and out 
of the retaining-plate; substantially as de 
scribed. 
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