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To a zwhon, it not conce770. 
Beit known that I, ALBION DYKE, a citizen 

of the United States, residing at Newport, in 
the county of Newport and State of Rhode 
Island, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Buckles, of which the following 
is a specification. 
My invention is an improvement in that 

class of buckles in which the tail end of the 
buckle is fastened to a flexible strap and which 
holds by one or more suitable tongues an end 
of the same or another flexible strap. 
My invention consists in a buckle in which 

the strap is slit instead of slotted for the inser 
tion of the tongue, in which no sewing or riv 
eting is necessary to fasten the strap and 
which carries the loop for holding snug the 
spare end of the buckled strap. 

In the accompanying drawings Figure 1 is 
a plan and Fig.2 a side elevation of my buckle. 
Fig. 3 is a section on the center line of the 
tongue and Fig. 4 is a plan of the end of a 
strap ready for fastening to the buckle. 

Referring to Fig. 1 it will be seen that my 
buckle has six crossbars forming an essential 
part of my invention. The uses of these cross 
bars will be readily seen from the following 
description of the manner of attaching the 
strap to the buckle. The strap A. having the 
end pointed and thinned for convenience in 
handling, or notas desired but necessarily hav 
ing the hole a. and the slit a' is passed over 
the bar B. carrying the perpendicular pin b 
which hooks into the hole a, the end of the 
strap then passing on farther and under the 
triangular friction bar C the use of which is 
described later. In this operation the rough 
side of the strap is uppermost. Then the strap 
is doubled around the tongue bar D, the 
tongued passing through the slit a? and of 
course spreading the strap which thus crowds 
into the recesses e. e. and the strap is passed 
under the friction bar C which holds it closely 
down to the pin b and thus prevents the end 
where the hole a is from slipping off the pin 
b. The buckle is now fast to the strap which 
is passed out over the bar E. and made fast to 
anything desired. Astrap can now be buckled 
on in the ordinary manner and the loose end 

5o passed over the bar C and under the bar F 
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which serves the purpose of the loop usually 
sewed on the strap back of the buckle. 
The cross-bar E has another use when the 

buckle is used on a double loop strap like the 
Ordinary hame strap or breeching strap. To 55 
make the loop suppose the strap is fastened 
to the buckle as before described with the 
loose end passing out under the bar C and 
over the bar E. The strap is now doubled 
downward on itself and the end passed back 6o 
over the bar E forms one loop and then pass 
ing on under the bar B and being doubled 
back and buckled to the tongue forms the sec 
Ond loop. 

It will be noticed that in this buckle the 65 
strap as attached in the manner above de 
scribed shows only the finished side. 
The recesses e.e. by providing a place for 

the strap to spread into allows for the strap 
being slit without any of the stock being re- 7o 
moved as is necessary in the common buckle; 
and the loop of the strap around the tongue 
bar. D by reason of being crowded into the re 
cesses e. e. is thereby kept in place Snug up 
against the tongue bar D. and prevented from 75 
sliding out on the tongue and so interfering 
with it. 

I am aware that buckles have been in use 
and on sale having a cross-bar similar to my 
bar B. but carrying instead of the straight pin 8c 
b a pin with a projecting oval top forming a 
hook which can be engaged with a strap run 
ning back from the buckle direct but not be 
ing carried forward and wrapped around the 
tongue bar as in my invention. I therefore 85 
do not claim any patent on the pin b. consid 
ered as a hook but 
What I do claim as of my invention and de 

sire to secure by Letters Patent is 
1. An improved buckle comprising in its go 

structure, a frame having a tongue-bar, a 
tongue located on said tongue bar at a point 
substantially midway its ends, and adapted to 
enter a slit provided therefor in a strap, and 
recesses formed in said frame adjacent to the 95 
ends of the tongue bar to receive the edges of 
the strap, said tongue bar having portions On 
each side of the tongue to form a bearing for 
those parts of the strap between its edges and 
the slit therein, substantially as described. Ioo 
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2. An improved buckle, comprising in its 
Structure a frame having a tongue-bar, a sin 
gle-bar tongue located on said tongue bar at a 
point Substantailly midway its ends and adapt 
ed to enter a slit provided therefor in a strap, 
recesses in said frame adjacent to the ends of 
the tongue-bar to receive the edges of the 
Strap, said tongue bar having portions on each 
side of the tongue to form a bearing for those 
parts of the strap between its edges and the 
slit therein, and a cross-bar provided with a 
pin extending therefrom arranged in rear of 
the tongue-bar, substantially as described. 

3. In a buckle, the combination with a frame 
15 having a tongue-bar and a tongue, of a cross 

bar provided with a pin extending therefrom, 
a friction bar C, in rear of the pin a holding 
down bar F, and recesses formed in Said frame 
in front of and adjacent to said tongue bar, 
substantially as described. 

4. In a buckle, the combination with frame 
having a tongue-bar and a tongue, of a cross 
bar provided with a pin extending therefrom, 
a triangular friction bar located in proximity 
to said cross-bar, and a hold-down bar above 
said friction bar, substantially as described. 

ALBION DYKE. 
It presence of 

THOMAS KIERAN, 
T. E. GIBNEY. 
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