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This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in separators for packing
flowers and like goods which are easily
crushed and the object of the invention is to

5 provide an adjustable separator which will
fit o variety of sizes of packing cases or boxes
and support one layer of flowers and prevent
said layer from crushing or being crushed by
adjacent layers.

10 According to my invention, I provide an
adjustable separator comprising a pair of
complementary rods each rod being provided
with a loop so that one slides within the other.
The loops are formed at the adjacent ends

15 of the rods and terminate in wupwardly
turned portions which are connected by a
resilient member adapted to draw the rod
ends together and exert a pressure adapted to
force the remote ends of the rods, which are

20 pointed into the sides of the packing case.
In the drawings which illustrate my inven-

tion:

Figure 1 is a sectional end elevation of a
packing case with my improved separators
mounted therein, and the flowers packed hori-
zontally in the case.

Figure 2 is a sectional side elevation of the
packing shown in Figure 1.

Figure 3 is an enlarged view of one of the
80 geparators, and Figure 4 shows a modified

type of tensioning means.

Figure 5 is a sectional side elevation of a
packing case showing the flowers packed
vertically in the case.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 11 and 12 designate two rods of similar
construction. Each rod at one end 13 is

. bent to form a loop 14. The extreme end 15

of the rod extends beyond the outer circum-

40 ference of the loop for the purpose herein-
after described. The other end 16 of each
rod is pointed. Kach separator consists of
two rods, one sliding within the loop of the
other and a tensioning member 17 is secured

45 to the extensions 15 so that the adjacent or

loop ends of the rods are drawn towards one

another tending to lengthen the rod and
exerting a pressure on the pointed ends to
force them into the sides 18 of the packing

case 19 when in use as shown in Figures 1

25

50

and 2. The separators are placed within the
packing case or box 19 in spaced relation and
as will be seen are adapted to divide the box
in a series of compartments each compart-
ment being filled with flowers or the like
so that one layer will not crush or be crushed
by the adjacent layer. The separators are
inexpensive to manufacture and are easily
fitted in place and as they can be adjusted,
they may be used for a variety of packing
cases or boxes of different widths. The rods
are easily and quickly removed and provide
a much simpler separator than the type at
present in use and which consists of pieces of
wood cut to fit the box and nailed in position.

The device shown is only illustrative of one
form of my separator and it will be readily
understood that modifications may be made
to their construction without departing from
the spirit of the invention.

In Figure 3 the tensioning means 17 is
shown as a rubber band while in Figure 4
which shows a modification of the tensioning
means I provide a spiral spring 17« which
is preferably provided with looped or hooked
ends 20 adapted to engage with the extension
15 of the rods 11 and 12. To prevent the
pointed ends 16 from piercing the sides of
the box shoulders 21 are formed in proximity
to the pointed ends 16. These shoulders en-
gage with the inner surface of the packing
case.

In Figure 5, a rectangular case is shown
but it will be seen that the flowers are packed
with the stems vertically disposed and the
separators substantially at right angles there-
to. This device allows the flowers to be
packed without crushing or crowding them
so that they will be safely transported.

What I claim is:

1. A separator for use in packing flowers
and the like, comprising a pair of comple-
mentary rods with guides formed therein to
hold them substantially parallel, the remote
ends of said rods being pointed and resilient
means connecting the adjacent ends of the
rods, said means being adapted to draw the
ends together and increase the effective length
of the separator.

2. A separator for use in packing flowers

4i)

[~3

5

-1
<

80

lou



2 1,883,441

and the like, comprising a pair of comple-
mentary rods each with a guide formed in
proximity to one end to form a positioning -
means for the adjacent rod, said guides hav-
ing extending arms, the remote ends of said
rods being pointed and provided with shoul-
ders and tensioning means connecting the ex-

~ tending arms, said means being adapted to
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increase the effective length of the separator.
3. A separator for use in packing flowers,
comprising a pair of relatively slidable rods,

- cooperating means carried by the adjacent

extremities of said rods for holding the lat-
ter parallel, and yieldable means connecting
said adjacent extremities and.tending to in-
crease the effective length of the rods.

- In witness whereof, T have hereunto set my

hand. :
CHARLES W. SLACK.



