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UNITED STATES

Patent OrrIice.
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"TRANSOM-LIFTER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 546,380, dated September 17,1895.
Application fled April 1,1895, Serial No. 544,120, (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE A. COLTON, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the connty of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Transom-Lifters, of which
the following is a specification, referonce be-
ing had therein to the accompanying draw-
ings. :
This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in transom-lifts, and
more particularly to the locking device or grip
therefor.

It has for its object among others to pro-
vide a simple and cheap lock for the lift-rod,
which shall be easily operated and which shall
be aufomatic in its locking movement, It
embodies balls or disks or the like held within
a spring and mounted to press upon the lift-
rod to hold the same, said balls or disks being
designed to be moved away from each other
and out of contact with the rod by means of
an endwise-movable push-pin or its equiva-
lent, having a tapered inner portion, which is
designed to be foreed between the balls or
disks to separate the same, and upon the in-
clined faces of thisinner portion the balls or
disks travel as pressure is removed from the
push-button, and thus the balls or disks auto-
matically assume their mnormal position
against therod, being assisted by the spring.

Other objects and advantagesof the inven-
tion will hereinafter appear and the novel
features thereof will be specifically defined by
the appended claims,

The invention is clearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, which, with the let-
ters of reference marked thereon, form a part
of this specifieation, and in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improve- |

ment in transom-lifts with the locking device
shownin section. Fig. 2 isan enlarged detail
showing the push-button forced in and the
balls out of contact with therod. TFig. 3isa
front elevation showing the locking device,
its case, and thelift-rod. Tig. 4 is a perspec-
tive detail of the push-button and the ball and
disk.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the several views.

Referring now to the details of the draw-

ings by letter, A designates the lift-rod, which
may be of any desired form in cross-section,
mounted to slide through the gnide B, which
is secured to the casing A’, and whieh guide
carries the guide-rod C, upon which slides the
guide-plate D, to which is connected the rod
orlink E forconnection with the transom. All
of these parts areof known construction and
operation, and a further deseription thereof is
not deemed necessary. .

I is the casing of the lock. Ifis provided
with apertured lugs or flanges, as seen best in
Fig. 8, for the reception of itssecuring means,
by which itis affixed in position on the easing.
The back of this case is practically open,
(the casing A’ serves to cover the parts when
in position, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2,) but is

‘formed with a transverse barf, the onter—that

is, the front—face of which isrounded, as seen
in gaid Figs. 1 and 2, for a purpose which will
soon appear.

G is a piece of flat spring material seated
in a recess in the back face of the bat f, as
seen best in Fig. 2, sothatitsrear face will be
flush with the rear face of the casing I, the
ends of the spring-plate being eurved in op-
posite directions toward each other,as best
seen in Fig. 2, and H are balls or disks held
by these curved or bent ends, asshown. These
balls or disks are held between these ends and
the tapered orinclined inner end of the push-
button I, which has an elongated opening, as
seen in Figs. 2 and 4, through which the lift-
rod loosely passes. This push-button or pin 18
mounted in the neck ¥’ of the casing F, as
shown,.and may be provided with a head or
finger piece I’, if desired.

With the parts constructed and arranged
substantially as above sef forth the operation
isasfollows: Normally the push-button is held
atits outmostlimit by theaction of the spring,
as seen in Fig. 1, and the ballsride up the in-
cline of the transverse bar f and upon the in-
clines of the inner end of the push-button and
grip the lift-red and hold it firmly against
movement. Now when it is desired toraise or
lower the transom all thatit is necessary to do
is to push in upon the push-button, when its
tapered inner end will push the balls or disks
away from each other and consequently away
from contact with theliff-rod, as seen in Fig. 2,
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when the said rod may be easily moved: up
ordown. When the transom isinthe desired
position, pressure-is removed from the push-
button, when the spring immediately returns
the parts to their normal position and the balls
grip the lift-rod and firmly hold it against
movement.

Modifications in detail may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit of: the in-
vention or sacrificing any of its advantages.

What I claim as new is—

1.. The combination with the lift-rod; of a
lock therefor embodying loosely mounted
bodily separable unpivoted grip devices hav-
ing eurved acting faces and mounted to grip
the lift-rod, and an endwise movable device
adaptedto enterbetween and bodily move and
separate said grip devices, substantially as
deseribed.

2. The combination with: the lift-rod, of the
endwise-movable push-button, the balls, and
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means for holding the balls against displace-
ment, as set forth.

3. The combination with thelift-rod, of the
lock-case having transverse bar with rounded
face, the spring, the balls and the endwise-
movable push-button, substantially asshown
and described.

4. Thecombination of the lock-case having
transverse bar with rounded outer face, the
spring having curved ends, the balls or disks
held by the curved ends of said spring; and
the - endwise-movable - push-button having
tapered inner end and elongated opening,
substantially as specified.

In: testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE A. COLTON.
Witnesses:
GEORGE W. Cox, Jr.,
Henry HIiLLs.
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