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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
WILLIAM. F. LUDWIG, OF CHICAGO, ILLINors. 

SNARE STRAINER AND MUFFLER. 

1,042,806. 

fo all chom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. F. LUDWIG, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain new and useful Improvements in Snare Strainers and 
Mufflers, of which the following is a de scription. 
My invention belongs to that class of de 

vices known as snare strainers and mufflers 
for drums, and has among its objects the 
production of a simple, convenient, effi 
cient and satisfactory device of the kind de 
scribed, in which the snares may be easily 
strained or released almost instantaneously 
and it may be adjusted to give the desired 
tension on the Snares. 
To this end my invention consists in the 

novel construction, arrangement and combi 
nation of parts herein shown and described, 
and more particularly pointed out in the claims. 

In the drawings wherein like reference 
characters indicate like or corresponding 
parts, Figure 1 is a view in elevation of one 
of the drum heads showing the snares under 
tension. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the 
same. Fig. 3 is an enlarged front elevation 
of the strainer. Fig. 4 is a side elevation of 
the same. Fig. 5 is a front elevation of a 
portion of a slightly modified structure. 
Fig. 6 is a similar view of another modified 
construction, and Fig. 7 is a similar view of 
another modified construction. 

Referring to the drawings in which my 
preferred form of device is shown, 1 repre 
sents the drum shell, 2 one of the drum 
heads, 3 one of the counter-hoops for re 
taining the head 2 in position, and 4 suitable 
tension bolts arranged to coöperate with 
suitable extensions 5 and 6 on the counter 
hoop 3 and shell 1 respectively to maintain 
the counter-hoop 3 in position. It is obvious 
that the construction mentioned may be 
modified as desired. - 
As shown, the counter-hoop 3 is preferably 

off-set as at 8, to permit the passing of the 
snares 7 thereunder. One Ed of the snares 
is preferably secured to the shell by any 
suitable bracket 33 which is provided on the 
shell 1. The opposite ends of the snares are 
secured to my improved form of snare 
strainer. Referring particularly to Figs. 3 
and 4, the ends of the Snares are secured to 
a movable member in the preferred con 
struction, consisting of two clamping or 
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Snare engaging members 9 and 10, which 
are secured together by means of screws 11 
or the equivalent for the purpose. A suit 
able bracket or post 14 is provided, the same 
being secured on the shell 1, and to the 
bracket by means of a pin 18 or its equiva 
lent are preferably secured one or more link 
members 16. As shown, the free ends of the 
link members 16 are preferably provided 8 
with a member 15 pivotally secured thereto 
by means of a pin 17 or its equivalent. The 
movable member comprising parts 9 and 10 
are suitably connected to the free ends of the 
links 16 by means of a tension member or 
bolt 12, engaging the member 15 and the 
movable member. In the construction shown 
the tension bolt 12 is provided with a suit 
able head 13 and with a thread where it en 
gages members 9 and 10, so that the dis 
tance between the member 15 and the mov 
able member may be adjusted as desired. 
To tighten the Snares the free ends of the links are pushed upwardly and then in 

Wardly on their pivotal center 18 until the 
pin 17 occupies a position intermediate the 
vertical plane of the pin 18 and the drum 
shell, as shown in Fig. 4. Owing to the 
slight resiliency of the snares the parts are 
maintained in this position until thrown 
back past the center. It is of course obvious 
that the strainer may be released or the 
Snares strained by pushing the head 13 from 
or toward the shell, as the case may be. In 
the preferred construction, however, I pro 
vide a suitable tripping member 19 pivotally 
secured to the post 14 by means of a pin 20 
or its equivalent, which lever or trip is pro 
vided with an extended end 21. If the ex 
tension 21 is forced toward the drum shell 
the links will be thrown past the pivotal center, thereby substantially instantaneously 
releasing the Snares. If desired, the mem 
ber 15 may be extended as at 22, so that the 
extended part may be grasped, the parts 
easily returned to the position shown, there 
by straining the Snares. If desired, the bolt 
12 may be extended as at 23 and a suitable 
guide 24 arranged on the counter-hoop 3 to 
maintain the bolt against displacement. 
Suitable members 25 or their equivalent may 
also be provided, as shown on the shell 1, to 
prevent the clamping members 9 and 10 
from rotating about the bolt 12 and conse quently twisting the Snares. 

In the modified construction shown in 
Fig. 5, I omit the member 19 and in its place 
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extend one of the links 16 as shown at 26 
so that the bolt 12 may be thrown up by 
depressing the end 26 of the link, the result 
being substantially the same as in the con 
struction heretofore described. 
In the modified form shown in Fig. 6 I 

omit the extension 22 on member 15 and pro 
vide extensions 27 at each end of one of the 
links 16 so that the bolt may be thrown 
into or out of normal position by depressing 
one of the extended ends 27 of the link. 

In the modified construction shown in Fig. 
7, 28 represents the post provided with a 
suitable pin 30 to which is secured a link 29, 
which is pivotally secured to the member 
15 at 31. A stop or its equivalent 32 is also 
provided. In this construction the results 
are substantially the same as in the forms 
heretofore described. 

Having thus described my invention it is 
obvious that various immaterial modifica 
tions may be made in the form, arrange 
ment, construction or combination of parts 
herein shown and described without de 
parting from the spirit of my invention, 
hence I do not wish to be understood as lim 
iting myself to the exact construction, ar 
rangement or combination of parts shown 
or described. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent is: 
1. The combination with a drum shell and 

the drum heads, of a set of Snares, means 
for securing one end of the set of Snares to 
the drum shell, a clamping member secured 
to the other end of the Snares, a tension rod 
adapted to lie alongside the exterior of the 
drum shell and having a threaded engage 
ment with said clamping member, means for 
engaging one end of said tension rod for permitting swinging and longitudinal move 
ment thereof, a fulcrum post secured di 
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rectly to the drum shell, a link pivotally 
connected at one end to said fulcrum post 
and at its other end to said tension rod, the 
pivotal connection of said link with said 
tension rod normally lying between the 
drum shell and that plane of the pivotal 
connection of said link and the fulcrum post 
lying parallel with said drum shell, to hold 
the snares under tension. 

2. The combination with a drum shell and 
the drum heads, of a set of Snares, means for 
securing one end of said set of Snares to the 
drum shell, a clamping member secured to 
the other end of said snares, a tension rod 
having a threaded engagement with said 
clamping member, means for engaging one 
end of said tension rod to permit swinging 
and longitudinal movement thereof, a full 
crum post secured to the drum shell, a ?ink 
pivotally connected at one end to said full 
crum post and at its other end to said ten 
sion rod, the pivotal connection of said link 
with said tension rod normally lying between 
the drum shell and that plane of the pivotal 
connection of said link and the fulcrum post 
lying parallel with said drum shell, to hold 
the Snares under tension, and tripping means 
for swinging said tension member to shift 
the pivotal connection of the link therewith 
away from the drum shell and outside of 
the pivotal connection of the link with the 
fulcrum post, said means comprising a lever 
pivoted to said fulcrum post intermediate 
the tension member and the drum shell. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto 

signed my name in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

WILLIAM. F. LUDWIG. 
Witnesses: 

Roy W. HILL, 
CHARLES I. CoBB. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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