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This invention relates to butcher blocks, and
is primarily concerned with a novel construction
of block and a method of constructing it for the
reception and retention of the sunportmg legs
for the block in shipment.

Heretofore, so far as known, butcher blocks
have been of 'a solid construction from top.to
bottom and the supporting legs, one used at each
corner, have. been removed from the block .and
crated separately therefrom. The separate car-
ton or crate of legs many times became mis-
placed in unloading, while in loading a car or a
boat they are very frequently widely separated
so that upon unlcading, the crate of legs, for

example, may be covered with other merchan- .

dise and left, the block being recelved without
the legs and thus useless.

With my invention, constructing the block so
that the legs and the block together are within
the same crate, insures against their separation.
My invention accomplishes: this- in a simple,
practical and novel manner, and at the same
time diminishes the weight of the block with a
consequent saving. in transportation charges.
Furthermore, the block is fully as strong and
durable and has as long a life of utility as before.

To these ends, and others net specifically
stated, but which will appear, I have made the
invention, an understanding of which may be
had from the following description taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawing, in
which,

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a butcher block
in accordance with my invention.

Pig. 2 is a vertical section therethrough.

Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing the block
inverted and the supporting legs nested in a
recess to receive them at the under side thereof.

Pig. 4 is a perspective view illustrating the
block with nested legs after the top of the crate
to ke used has been placed thereover, and

Fig. 6 is a perspective view illustrating a step
of the block manufacture in one way that it
may be produced.

Like reference characters refer to like parts
in the different figures of the drawing.

The butcher hlock | which is rectangular or
approximately sguare in horizontal cross section
is a solid heavy block of wood supported at its
under side by legs 2 one at each corner thereof.
With my invention the under side of the block
is provided with a rectangular shaped recess 3
having dimensions such that the legs may be
placed therein alongside each other, the oppo-
site ends cf the legs coming adjacent opposite
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sides of the recess, the four legs when placed
side by side filling the recess between the re-
maining sides of the recess, and the depth of
the recess being such that when the legs are
received therein, they lie flush with or. slightly
below the adjacent inverted under side of the
block. The legs at their upper end are reduced
in diameter to provide projections for entrance
into cylindrical holes 4 bored upwardly at the
under side and adjacent each corner of the block.
On reaching destination, the legs are taken from
the recess 3, inserted in the holes at 4 and then
the block righted for support of it by said legs
above the floor.

When the legs are nested in the recess 3 as
shown in Fig. 3 the block and legs may then be
crated in one package. In Fig. 4 the top of the
crate has been placed over the bottom side of
the block and the nested legs. Such top of the
crate comprises two sides bars § spaced from
each other with spaced cross bars § nailed or
otherwise -secured as shown, lying over the in-
verted under side of the block and across the
legs 2. 'The crate may be completed in any suit-
able manner. When the crated block is received
at its destination there is no danger of the legs
having been misplaced or lost, one package only
is required where two have been previously used
resulting in a saving of crating lumber or cartons.

In the manufacture of the block several strips
T of suitable wood are glued together edge to
edge to make what is known as a sheet. Dove-
tailed joints of the character produced on the
Linderman dovetailing machine may be used or
any other type, or a plain edge to edge contact
be used, the parts being glued securely together.
The bottom of the glued together “sheet” is
squared so as to be level. At each end of each
of the sheets which are made up of the parts 1
a piece 8 of the same thickness is- secured by
gluing or glue jointing, the ends of the parts 8
at one end lying flush with the adjacent ends
of the parts T while at the other end the parts
8 are extended a distance substantially equaling
the depth of the recess 3. It is of course to be
understood that the length of one of the sheets,
made up of the parts T, and therefore the dis-
tance between the spaced inner edges of the end
pieces 8 provides one of the dimensions for the
recess 3 or slightly greater than the over all
length of a leg 2. The distance that the pileces 8
at each extend downwardly beyond the lower
edge of the sheet made of the pieces 7 is slightly
greater than the cross sectional dimension of
the legs 2.




2

A plurality of the sheets each with the longer
piece 8 at each end are then placed together side
by side a sufficient number being used so that
the recess 3 will be of large enough size to re-
ceive the four legs nested therein side by side.
The block is compieted by adding other sheets &
of glued together pieces the length of said sheets
being equal to the over 21l length from the outer
edge of cotie piece 8 to the ocuter edge of the other.
As shown these side pieces consist of three sheets

9 connected together by gluing or otherwise in-
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an equivalent manner and placed against the

center sheets and glued and bound together.
Rods 1§ threaded at one end and provided with

heads at the other or threadsd &t both ends pass. )

through the central sheets and the end pieces 8.
Said end pieces 8 are preferably provided with
recesses |1 at their outer sides into which the
heads of the rods at one ennd and nuts at the cther

are received, the recess being closed by glue 2

seeuréd disks (2. 'This keeps the block and the
parts préeferably glued together at all contactnng
surfaces and securely bound togethier by usz.of
the rods.

Wheén completed the block being bolted to- 2

gether in addition to gluing, the removal of tha
material which praviously had been in the block
ab the Tecess 3 does not ifi anyway affect the
length of life of usefulness, stlenvth durability
or stabﬂlty of the block

of the longer plece 8 of the muermechate sneets
may be varied in aceéordance with the outer
dimensional size of the block which is made, and

the number of glued together sheets to make up ¢

the sides 8 may likewise be varied. It is further
to be understood that the intérmediate shests
may be provided by gluing together a plurality
of the pieces 8, all of the same lehgth and cut-
ting out of the recess portion by bandsawing,
The construction described has proved very
practical and useful. Inasmuch as the dimen-
sions of the supporting legs are the same with
different sizes of bloeks, the recesses will be the
same in all sizes of blocks. There i§ economy in
the use of crating lumber ot shipping cartens, it
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insures against separation of the legs and blocks
in shipment, both at loading or unloading, and
the weight of the block is reduced without sac-
rifice of any quality of strength, durability and
stability, with a decrease in shipping charges.
If it is desirable to provide a drawer in the

‘block then the recess 3 may be extended to open

through a side of the block to receive the drawer
and the legs 2 may be packed within the drawer
in such a structure.

. The invention is defined in the appended
¢laims and is to be considered comprehensive of
all f6fins of structure coming within their scope.

I claim: _

i. In & buteher’s block adapted to be supported
at its corners by detachable legs, a plurality of
vertical sheets of material each comprising a
pluraglity. of vertical strips glued together in
edze to edze contact, intermediate strips of said
intermédiate sheets being shorter than the outer
strips therecf and outér sheets of ths block being
of the same vertical dirmensions as the outer
strips of the intermediate sheets to provide a
recess at the under side of the blodk ¢f rectangu-
lar shape bounded by said: outer sheets and by
the outer strips of the intermedidte sheets in
whichi recess the detachable supporting legs for
the blocks are adapied to be received, ag specified.

2, In abuteher’s block atapted to be supported
at its corners by depending. legs,. a- plurality of
vértical sheets of wood each made up of 4 plu-
rality of vertical strips gltied togethier in vertical
sdge to edge coutact, all upper ends of the strips
making up the sheetg of the block lyltg in sub-
stantially the same horizorital plang, with inter-
mediate  strips of intermediate sheets of the
block having parts at thely loweér ehd portions
cut away, the lower ends of the outet strips of
sald intermedidte sheets and the lower ends of

-the outer sheets lyihg substantially in the same

horizental plapie and. surrounding a récess of
substantially rectangular fortin-in the lower side
of the block adapted to Yeceive and house the
supporting legs for the bloek, as specified.
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