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International Application No. PCTAIS 02 01504

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 1, 2-4, 10

A disposable article having side panels having in an inner
region of the side panel at least one discontinuity for
dividing a tensile force applied to the side panel into a
waist directing force and a leg directing force.

2. Claims: 1, 5, 6, 8, 9

A disposable article having side panels having in an inner
region of the side panel at least one cut line for dividing
a tensile force applied to the side panel into a waist
directing force and a leg directing force.

3. Claims: 1,7

A disposable article having side panels having in an inner
region of the side panel at least one opening for dividing a
tensile force applied to the side panel into a waist
directing force and a leg directing force.

The present invention Tacks unity within the meaning of Rule
13.2 of the PCT for the following reasons:

Document D1 discloses (Col. 8 Tine 45 - col. 9 1ine 39) a
disposable article having side panels having in an inner
region of the side panel at least one discontinuity for
dividing a tensile force applied to the side panel into a
waist directing force and a leg directing force.

Over this prior art the special technical features (in the
meaning of the Rule 13.2 PCT) left in the three groups of
claims (1, 2-4, 10) , (5, 6, 8, 9) and (7) are the following:

Claims 1, 2-4, 10:

A disposable article having side panels having a Tleg
region and a waist region diverging from each other, solving
the problem of the directional distribution of the forces.

Claims, 5, 6, 8, 9 :

A disposable article having side panels having in an inner
region of the side panel at Teast one cut 1ine, solving the
probiem of separating a panel in two regions when the panel
is made out of single sheet material.

Claim 10 :
A disposable article having side panels having in an inner
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 21(

region of the side panel at Teast one opening, solving the
problem of stress concentration and tearing of the panel.

No same or corresponding feature can be found among the
groups of claims (1, 2-4, 10), (4, 5, 8, 9), and 7 apart
from the features known from the prior art. The special
technical features of the groups of claims (1, 2-4, 10), (4,
5, 8, 9), and 7 solve different and distinct problems which
can be approached independently from each other.

There is therefore no technical relationship between the
groups of claims (1, 2-4, 10), (4, 5, 8, 9), and 7 and the
inventions defined in the above mentioned 3 sets of claims
are not linked by a common general inventive concept.
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Box| Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an exient that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically:

3. [:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all
searchable claims.

n

. As all searchable claims couid be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Reportis
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest [:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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