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Matier cuclosed in heavy brackets 3 appears in t.i(xhe
original patent but foruws no part of this reissue speeifi-
cation; matter printed im italics indicates the additions
made by reissue.

This invention relates to beverage containers of the
type having a built-in straw, but with certain structural
improvements therein which provides for added conven-
ience of the said built-in straw in the conventional con-
tainer having the usual pouring spout, without agiding
materially to the production cost or in any way Inter-
ferring with stacking or handling of such containers.

A primary object of this invention is the unitary con-
struction of the pouring spout seal and the extension
therefrom which covers the end of the straw which pro-
jects outside of the container.

A further object of this invention resides in the fact
that the straw covering tab protects the straw from con-
tamination and seals the air vent, and, after use of the
straw may be partially resealed for continued use.

Another object of this invention allows entirely inde-
pendent use of either the pouring spout or the straw.

Although the foregoing objects are regarded as primary
in this invention, other features will become apparent as
the specification proceeds and from the illustration in the
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of the com-
bined container and straw as it appears in closed position.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view thereof, with parts of the
container broken away and showing the straw in position
for use.

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary vertical section on the line
3—3 of FIG. 1 and shown to a somewhat enlarged scale.

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view similar
to FIG. 3 but showing a modified form of the closure
means for the vent opening.

Referring now to the accompanying drawings in de-
tail, and more particularly to FIGURES 1, 2 and 3 the
container is designated generally by the reference char-
acter 1 and is the shape and form of a rather conven-
tional carton or container, not unlike the type used for
dispensing milk or like beverages.

The essential feature of novelty of the invention re-
sides in the sipping straw 4 which, prior to use is tightly
sealed by the tab 3 as shown in FIG. 1. This tab is
hingedly secured to the top center portion of the con-
tainer and is integral with the main pouring spout seal
2 which is provided with a usual type of depressed well
formation.

It will be observed that the firmly seated pouring spout
seal 2 together with the securing clip provides a good
support for the straw cover 3, and facilitates the sealing
process when the containers are being filled, then pressed
and crimped into the position ready for use,

10

15

20

30

40

50

[
(%71

60

2

By reference to the straw 4 it will be noted that inden-
tations 6 are provided to prevent a buckling or deforming
of the said straw prior to use. There is a vent 5 shown
in FIGS. 2 and 3 which is sealed when tab 3 is closed.

In a medified form, shown in FIG. 4, the venting
opening is sealed by a complementary element projecting
from the tab 3. In this form the straw extends only to
the venting opening, instead of across the same as indi-
cated in FIG. 2.

While we have shown and described certain specific
forms of our invention, in a preferred form, it is under-
stood that various changes and modifications may be
made, as deemed desirable within the scope of the ap-
pended claims.

We claim:

1. In a liquid container having an enclosed volume
and a ported top, the combination comprising a straw
extending from the [bottom3 inrerior of said container
through a Etight-fitting} hole Lin the top center thereof,]
therein and extending [1o a corner of the recessed topl
across a portion of the container and being held in a bent
position by a sealing tab which [tightly] encloses the
cuter end of the straw and seals a vent opening there-
under, the said sealing tab being held in closed position
by crimping at an outer corner and being integrally
formed with a conventional pouring spout seal, and being
hingedly fastened to the container ftop] to provide ac-
cess to the straw.

2. In a liquid container having an enclosed volume
and a ported top, the combination comprising a straw
extending from the LbottomJ interior of said container
through a Ftight-fitting® hole [in the top center thereof}
therein, said straw being indented at the point of contact
with the edge of the hole and extending Lto a corner of
the recessed top} across a portion of the container and
being held in a bent position by a sealing tab which
tightly encloses the outer end of the straw and seals a
vent opening thereunder, the said sealing tab being held
in closed position by crimping at an outer corner and
being integrally formed with a conventional pouring
spout seal, and being hingedly fastened to the container
top to provide access to the straw.

3. In a liquid container having an enclosed volums
and a ported top, the combination comprising a straw
extending f{rom the bottom of said container through
a tightfitting hole Lin the top center thereofd therein,
said straw being indented at the point of contact with
the edge of the hole, and extending to the venting hole
in the recessed top and being held in a bent position by
a sealing tab which encloses the outer end of the straw
and seals a vent opening thereunder by means of a pro-
jection from the straw sealing tab, the said sealing tab
being held in closed position by crimping at an outer
corner and being integrally formed with a conventional
pouring spout seal, and being hingedly fastened to the
container top to provide access to the straw.
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