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FIG. 1

(57) Abstract: Described is a surgical instrument for electrocauterization (e.g., an electric knife), the surgical instrument including:
a body portion for holding and controlling the surgical instrument, and, physically attached thereto, a radio-opaque tip for cauterizing
living body tissue, wherein at least the tip comprises a silicon material. In such an instrument, the tip is typically a tip electrode.
Aspects of the invention may also comprise a tip (e.g., a tip electrode) made of a composite fiber and colored. Aspects of the invention
may also comprise a tip made of at least one material selected from the group consisting of M60 pitch fiber, metal coated carbon
fiber, metal impregnated into fiber, AS4 carbon fiber, polyacrylonitrile fiber, shaped vinyl carbon fiber, and combinations thereof.
Also described are methods of making a surgical instrument for electrocauterization, as well as methods of electrocauterization.
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