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Patented Mar. 27, 1951 

UNITED STATES 

2,546,426 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,546,426 

. GOLF CLUB INDICATOR, 

Albert H. Bryant, Floyds Knobs, Ind. 
Application June 27, 1949, Serial No. 101,630 

(CI. 33-174) 10. Claims. 
1. 

This invention relates to new and useful in 
provements in gauges and the primary object of 
the present invention is to. provide a device for 
indicating the angular relationship between the 
head, and the Shank of a golf club. 
Another important object of the present in 

vention is to provide a golf club indicator includ 
ing a base member...and...a plurality of units that 
are, quickly and readily applied to or removed 
from the base nember-So...that the angular rela 
tionship between a golf club. shank and head can 
be determined as well as the vertical and hori 
Zontal inclination of the striking face of a golf 
club. head. 
Yet another object of the present invention is 

to provide a golf club indicator, including a base 
member, a footing carried by the base member 
and embodying novel and improved means for 
clamping the head of... a . golf club against the 
footing. 
A further object of the present invention is to 

provide a golf club indicator including...a footing 
upon which the head of a golf club is supported 
and a novel and improved gauge unit for urging 

3. the head of a golf club against the footing. 
A still further aim of the present invention is 

to provide a golf club indicator... that is simple and 
practical in construction, strong and reliable in 
use, Small and compact in structure, neat. and 
attractive in appearance, efficient and durable in 
Operation, relatively inexpensive to manufac 
ture, and otherwise well adapted for the purposes 
for Which the same is intended. 
Other objects and advantages reside in the de 

tails of construction and operation as more fully 
shereinafter described and claimed, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings forming 
part hereof, wherein like numerals refer to like 
parts throughout, and in which: 
...Figure.1 is a top plan view of the present in 
Vention assembled for use in determining the 
angular relationship between the head and shank 
of a golf club (shown in dotted lines); 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is an end view of Figure 2; 
Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary, horizon 

tal, longitudinal Sectional view taken Substan 
, tially on the plane of section line 4-4 of Fig 
ure 2; 

Figure 5 is an enlarged, fragmentary, vertical 
Sectional view taken substantially on the plane 
of section line 5-5 of Figure 2; 

Figure 6 is an enlarged sectional view taken 
Substantially, on the plane of section line 6-5 
of Figure 2; 
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Figure 7 is a perspective view of...the base mem 

ber.used in conjunction. With the present...inven 
tion; 

Figure. 8 is an enlarged fragmentary. Side ele 
wational view showing the loft indicating unit 
in use; 

Figure 9 is a Sectional View, taken Substantially 
on the plane of section line 9-9 of Figure 8; 

Figure 10 is a fragmentary top plan view of the 
present invention and showing the slice and hook 
indicator unit in use; and, 

Figure 11 is a fragmentary side elevational View 
of Figure 10. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, 
wherein for the purpose of illustration, there is 
disclosed a preferred embodiment of the present 
invention, the numeral do represents an elon 
gated base member having one end 2 fixed to the 
central portion of a cross channel. A. The re 
maining end 6, of the base member it is pro 
Wided with an elongated recess. or slot. 8 in its 
upper surface for a purpose which will later. be 
come more fully apparent. 
A Substantially rectangular footing or... bearing 

block 29 is mounted in the cross channel 4, and 
includes an upper flat surface. 22. 
Means is provided for clamping the head 24 of 

a golf club 26 against the upper flat. Surface-22 
of the footing 20 and this means... comprises a 
bracket or angulated strap 28 that is fixed to the 
croSS channel 4. The bracket 28 includes a hori 
ZOntally extending arm 3) that supports an in 
ternally threaded sleeve 32. The sleeve 32 is 
concentric With an opening, in the arm 3 and 
receivably engages a Screw or threaded rod 34 
having a hand grip -36 at its upper end. 
A pressure member 38 is swiveled, as at A2, to 

the lower reduced end of the rod 34 and the pres 
sure member includes a resilient pad 32 having a 
lower concaved surface 44. 
The numeral 46 represents a carriage or sliding 

member having its lower edge received in the slot 
8. Pins 48 project laterally from the lower end 

of the carriage 46 and are slidably received in 
longitudinal slots or guide openings 50 provided 
in the side faces of the base member . . 
Means is provided for moving the carriage ion 

gitudinally of the base member f) and toward 
or a Way from the cross channel 4. This latest 
means comprises a pair of spaced parallel rack 
bars 52 and 54 that are detachably secured to 
the upper face of the base member 3. 
A bearing sleeve 56 is carried by the carriage 

46 and receives a manually rotatable shaft 58 
having end portions 60 and 62 on which there is 
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keyed a pair of toothed wheels or gears 64 and 
66 that engage the rack bars 52 and 54. A finger 
grip 68 is secured to the shaft whereby the same 
may be conveniently rotated. 
The central portion of an elongated support 70 

is pivoted, as at 72, for vertical movement on the 
carriage 46. The support 70 is provided With 
rearwardly converging edges 74 and 76 and a 
pointer 8 projects outwardly from the point 
where the edges 74 and 76 meet. The pointer 78 
is registerable with a graduated plate 89 secured 
to the carriage 46. 
A pair of co-axial hooks 82 and 84 project out 

wardly from the forward concaved edge 86 of 
the support 70 and receive the handle portion 88 
and shank portion 90 of the golf club 26. An 
elongated coil spring 92 is anchored at one end 
to a loop. 94 on the central portion of the edge 86 
and the other end of the Spring 92 is provided 
with a hook that embraces the shank of the golf 
club to yielding reain the shank and handle por 
tion of the golf club in the hooks or V-shaped 
Seats 82 and 84. 
In practical use of the present invention the 

head of the golf club is first clamped against the 
upper surface 22 of the footing 2 and then the 
Shank 90 is placed in the seats 82 and 86 and 
held therein by the spring 92. Next it is inherely 
necessary to read the indicia. On piate 8 indi. 
cated by the pointer 3 to determine the angi 
lar relationship between the shank 9) and the 
flat lower face of the head 28. 
Attention is now directed to Figures 8 and 9 

wherein there is disclosed the unit for determin 
ing the angular relationship betWeen the lower 
flat face f of the golf club head 24 and the strik 
ing face 2 of the head 25. This unit C4 re 
places the carriage 46 and consists of another car 
riage ?o having a hand grip 8 applied thereto 
So that the carriage can be moved in the slot in 
the croSS channel 4. 
A swinging member iO is pivoted, as at 2, to 

one side face of the carriage 06. One end of 
the member is Supports a U-shaped pressure 
member or bearing member 4 and the other 
end of the member 0 supports a pointer 6 
that registers with a graduated plate 8 secured 
to One Side face of the carriage 6. 
In practical use of the unit 4 the face ) 

of the golf club head 25 is held against the upper 
flat Surface 22 of the footing 2 and the carriage 
06 is moved until the member A A bears against 

the striking face 62 of the golf club head 24. 
Next the indicia, or degree at which the pointer 
is placed on the plate 8 is deterrained. 

Reference is next directed to Figures 10 and 
11, wherein there is disclosed the unit for deter 
mining the angular relationship between the 
Striking Surface 62 and the lower face fe and 
hence the hook or slice of the golf club. This 
latest unit 20 includes a carriage 22 having its 
lower portion slidably received in the cross chan 
nel 4. 
The carriage 22 is provided with a hand grip 

f24 So that the same can be moved toward and 
away from the footing 20 on which the golf club 
head 24 is supported. 
A Swinging member or support 26 is pivoted, 

as at 28, to the upper fiat face of the carriage 
22. A bearing member or U-shaped element 30 

is Secured to One end of the member 26 and a 
pointer 32 at the other end of the member 26 
registers With a graduate plate 34 mounted on 
the upper flat face of the carriage 22. 
When the member 30 bears against the strik 
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4. 
ing face 02, an angle can be read upon the plate 
34. 
It should be noted, that if the intended, and 

predetermined, angular relationship between the 
shank and head is not correct an additional coat 
ing of lacquer is applied to the lower flat face of 
the golf club head or the lower flat face is Sanded, 
depending of course, whether the angle is too 
great or too small. This procedure is also foll 
loWed With the use of the units 04 or 20 for 
obtaining the proper hook, slice and loft of the 
golf club. 

In view of the foregoing description taken in 
conjunction. With the accompanying drawings it is 
believed that a clear understanding of the device 
Will be quite apparent to those skilled in this art. 
A more detailed description is accordingly 
deemed unnecessary. 

It is to be understood, however, that even 
though there is herein shown and described a 
preferred embodiment of the invention the same 
is Susceptible to certain changes fully compre 
hended by the Spirit of the invention as herein 
described and the Scope of the appended claims. 

Having described the invention, what is claimed 
as neW is: 

1. A golf club indicator comprising a base 
member, a footing mounted on said base mem 
ber, means carried by Said base member for 
clamping the head of a golf club against the 
footing and including a vertically adjustable 
member Overlying the footing, a carriage movable 
On Said base member, gripping means carried by 
Said carriage for engaging and holding the shank 
and handle of a golf club and indicating means 
mounted on the carriage for determining the 
angle between the head and the shank of a golf 
club. 

2. The combination of claim 1 and means for 
moving the carriage in a step by step adjustment 
On the base member. 

3. The combination of claim 2 wherein said 
means for moving the carriage in a step by step 
adjustment on the base member includes a rack 
bar mounted on Said base member, a manually 
rotated Shaft journaled on said carriage, and a 
gear keyed on said Shaft and engaging said rack 
bar. 

4. A golf club indicator comprising a base mem 
ber, a footing mounted on said base member, 
means carried by said base member for clamping 
the head of a golf club against the footing, a 
carriage movable on said base member, a swing 
able Support pivoted to Said carriage, means car 
ried by Said Support for engaging the shank and 
handle portion of a golf club, means carried by 
Said Support holding the shank and handle por 
tion of a golf club against Said engaging means 
and indicating means mounted on the carriage 
for determining the pivotal movement of the sup 
port relative to the carriage for indicating the 
angle between the head and shank of a golf club. 

5. A golf club indicator comprising a base mem 
ber, a footing mounted on Said base member, a 
Vertically adjustable head carried by said base 
member and overlying said footing for clamping 
the head of a golf club against the footing, a car 
riage movable on Said base member, a vertically 
SWingable Support pivoted to said carriage, means 
carried by Said Support for engaging and holding 
the Shank and handle portion of a golf club on 
Said Support, a pointer fixed to said support, and 
a graduated plate mounted on said carriage and 
registerable With Saidpointer to indicate the angle 
between the head and Shank of a golf club, 
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6. The combination of claim 5 and means for 
adjusting the carriage longitudinally upon the 
base member and relative to the footing, Said 
adjusting means including a pair Of Spaced parr 
allel rack bars mounted on said base member, a 
manually rotatable shaft journaled on Said car 
riage, and a pair of toothed wheels carried by 
said Shaft and engaging the rack bars. 

7. The combination of claim 5 wherein Said 
Support includes a pair of co-axial hook members 
for embracing the Shank and handle portion of 
a golf club. 

8. The combination of claim 5 wherein said 
means carried by said Support for engaging and 
holding the Shank and handle portion of a golf 
club relative to Said Support includes an elongated 
spring member mounted on Said Support, and haW 
ing a terminal hook for embracing the shank of 
a golf club. 

9. A golf club indicator comprising an elon 
gated base member, a footing mounted at one end 
of said base member, means carried by said base 
linember at the same end of the base member as 
Said footing for clamping the head of a golf club 
against the footing, a carriage movable on said 
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base member, means carried by said carriage for 
engaging the Shank and handle of a golf ciub, 
and indicating means mounted on the carriage 
for determining the angle between the head and 
the Shank of a golf club, said Ineans carried by 
said base member for clamping the head of a golf 
club against the footing including a holding arm, 
an internally threaded sleeve carried by Said 
holding arm, a screw threaded in said Sleeve, and 
a preSSLe ember SWiyeled to said Screw. 

10. The combination of clain 9 wherein said 
preSSure member includes a resilient block having 
a concaved OWer face. 

ALBERT H. BRYANT. 
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