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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JosepH L. BOSSLER, of
Alton, in the county of Madison and State of
Ilhnom, have invented a new and Improved
Window-Fastener, of which the following is
a full, clear, and exact description.

The object of my invention is to provide a
fastening device especially adapted for secur-
ing the upper and the lower sashes of win-
dows in their closed position.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a device of this character which will be
simple, durable, and economic,and which can-
not be unfastened from the outside.

Another object of the invention is to so con-
struct the fastening device that it will be au-
tomatic in locking and can be conveniently
unlocked from within the room, and whereby,
further, the device will in no manner inter-
fere with the opening or closing of the win-
dow-sashes to which it is applied.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully-set forth,
and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forminga part of this specification,
in which similar eharacters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a vertical section through the
meeting-rails of an upper and a lower win-
dow-sash, illustrating the latch portion of the
device in side elevation and the keeper por-
tion in vertical section. Fig. 21s a plan view
of the meeting-rails of the window-sashes and
likewise a plan view of the fastening device;
and Fig. 3isasection taken vertically through
the latch portion of the device, illustrating
the keeper in front elevation.

In carrying out the invention the device
consists of a latch A and a keeper B. The

lateh A is adapted for the upper rail of the
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lower sagsh A’, and the keeper B is to be se-
cured upon the upper face of the lower rail
of the upper sash B'. The latch A consists

of a base10,screwed or otherwise secured upon
the aforesaid upper rail of the lower sash, and
an angular post 11, substantially L-shaped in
general contour, is preferably made integral
with the central portion of the base, and the
horizontal member of this post will extend
over the lower rail of the upper sash B'.

A

(No wodel.)

finger 12 is projected downward from the un-
der face of the horizontal member of the post
11, and the forward wall or edge of the afore-
said finger is inclined, as shown at 13 in Fig.

1, the opposing wall or edge of the body or.

vertical portion of the post 11 being straight,
as is illustrated in the same figure.

A bearing-surface 15 is provided upon the
under face of the horizontal member of the
post at iis outer end, and in the outer edge
of the finger 12 a recess 16 is made, while the
lower portlon 17 of the aforesaid outer edge
of the finger is inclined, as is also shown in
Fig. 1, so that the extreme lower end of the
lateh-finger is substantially pointed.

The keeper B consists of an arched casing
18, provided with side flanges 19, the latter
being adapted to receive serews or other fas-
tening devices,and from one of the said flanges
a post 20 is vertically projected, while in the
top portion of the arched casing 18 a longi-
tudinal opening 21 is made, of sufficient size
to receive the latch-finger 12, and the forward
wall 22 of the opening 21 is beveled in a down-
ward direction.

Near the rear upper portion of the casing
an opening 23 is made in both of its sides, the
said openings being in alinement with each
other and in registry with the recess 16 in the
lateh-finger when the said finger is within the
casing. A spring locking-bar 24 is secured
at one end to the post 20, and this locking-bar
extends through the openings 23 in the cas-
ing, being capable of lateral movementin said
openings and out beyond the opposite side of
the casing, where it terminatesin a handle 25.

In operation, the lower sash -having been
raised and it being desirable to close the same,
asthesaid sashis carried downward the finger
of the latch will enter the slot or opening 21
in the top of the keeper, and the inclined sur-
face 22 at the forward end of the said opening
or slot, by engagement with the inclined for-
ward surface of the said latch-finger, will
carry the finger outward and thereby draw
the meeting-rails of the two sashes together,
closely holding them in this position when the
latch-finger has been fully entered into the
keeper. As the finger first enters the keeper
the rear inclined surface 17 of the finger will
engage with the spring latching-bar 24 and
will force the said bar rearward, and when
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the latch-finger has fully enfered the keeper
the locking-bar will be released and will enter
the recess in thesaid finger, asshown in Fig. 1,
while the bearing-surface 15 of the angular
latch-post 11 will engage with the upper sur-
face of the keeper. When the twosashesare
locked together, either of the sashes may be
opened by simply drawing the locking-bar 24
from engagement with the latch-finger.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. In a fastening device for windows, a
lateh-post provided with a recessed finger, a
keeper having an opening toreceive thelatch-
finger,and alocking-bar carried by the keeper,
being laterally movable thereon and arranged
to enter the recess in the said latch-finger
when the said finger is within said keeper,
securing the finger to the keeper, as and for
the purpose specified.

2. In afastening device forwindow-sashes,

the combination, with an angular latch-post

having a finger pendent from its horizontal
member, the said finger being inelined at its
bottom and inclined at its forward edge, its
rear edge having a recess produced therein,
of a keeper provided with a slot arranged to
receive the lateh-finger, the forward wall of
the said slot being downwardly inclined, and
a spring latch-bar passed through the keeper,
being free at one end and fast at the other,
the lateh-bar occupying such position in the
keeper that when the latch-finger enters the
keeper the said latch-bar will automatically
spring into the recess of the latch-finger, as
and for the purpose specified.

JOSEPII L. BOSSLER.

Witnesses:
Epw. V. CROSSMAN,
ALECK COUSLEY.
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