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(57) Abstract: Provided is a vacuum chuck that allows a region, where flatness is secured, to be expanded in a warped or undulated
substrate such as a wafer when the substrate is held by vacuum. An annular recess 10 recessed annularly around a communication
path 102 is formed at the surface of a base substance 1. The annular recess 10 is provided with an annular seal member 2. The seal
member 2 has as a part thereof a second element 22 formed to protrude upward from the annular recess 10 above an abutment posi-

tion against a substrate at the surface of the base substance 1 (or

a vacuum plane defined by them). The seal member 2 has such

elasticity that the second element 22 can be inclined to the same height as an abutment position against a water W at the surface of

the base substance 1 so that the gap 20 between the second element

(57 B#:

22 and a first element 21 is reduced.
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