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To all, whon, it may conce77: 
Be it known that I, CHARLESJ. MCCUE, of 

La Weta, in the county of Huerfano and State 
of Colorado, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Nut-Locks, of which the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

nut-lock especially applicable to railway-rails 
and used in conjunction with the fish-plates 
thereof. The nut-lock is of exceedingly sim 
ple yet durable construction and is in one 
piece, being capable of convenient and expe 
ditious attachment to any nut, effectually 
preventing the nut from being turned or 
moved by the traffic to which the railway-rail 
may be subjected. 
The invention consists in the novel con 

Struction and combination of the several 
parts, as Will be hereinafter fully set forth, 
and pointed out in the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
dra Wings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of connecting 
railway-rails, illustrating the fish-plate, the 
locking-bolts, and the application of the 
improvement to the nuts of the said bolts. 
Fig. 2 is a vertical section taken substantially 
on the line 22 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a detail per 
spective view of the lock. Fig. 4 is a similar 
view of the nut, and Fig. 5 is an inner face 
view of a nut and the lock applied to the 
Sae. 
A represents a railway-rail, and B repre 

sents a fish-plate for the rails, D the nuts, 
and C the bolts used in connection with the 
fish-plates and rails. The nuts D are pro 
vided at opposite edges on their inner faces 
with grooves or channels 11, as shown in Fig. 
4, and are further provided with the usual 
opening 10, adapted to receive the bolts C. 
The nut-lock is shown in detail in Fig. 3 and 
is designated as E, comprising two parallel 
members 12 and 13, connected by an end mem 
ber 14. The upper member 12 is much nar 
rower than the lower member 13, and the lower 
member 13 is provided upon its upper face 
with a beveled surface 15. A head 16 is 
formed upon the free end of the upper or nar 
rower member 12, extending below its under 

face of the head 16 is provided with a bev 
eled surface 17. 
A lateral flange 18 is formed at the free end 

of the narrower upper member 12, being flush 
with the upper surface of the said member 
and extending beyond the inner face of the 
head 16, and the flange 18 is preferably of 
the same length as the head. The under Sur 
face of the flange 18 at its outer end is in 
clined in the same manner as the head 16, as 
illustrated at 19 in the drawings. 

In operation the fish-plates are placed in 
position on the rails, the bolts are passed 
through the rails and the fish-plates, and the 
nuts are screwed on the said bolts, one of the 
grooves being at the top of each nut and the 
other groove 11 at the bottom. A locking de 
vice E is provided for each nut and is driven 
thereon, the upper member entering the up 
per groove and the lower member the lower 
groove, the lower member engaging either 
with the flange of the rail or the lower or base 
portion of the fish-plate when said fish-plate 
is of angular construction, as illustrated in 
Fig. 2. When the fastening device has been 
driven home upon a nut, the inner end or 
shoulder of the head 16 of the fastening de 
vice will engage with an end face of the nut, 
as shown in the drawings, and the flange 18 
will pass over upon the top of the nut, as par 
ticularly shown in Fig. 2, its shoulder when 
in place engaging also with the same end face 
of the nut. 

It will thus be observed that it will be im 
possible to turn a nut thus fastened by rea 
son of the lower portion of the fastening de 
vice engaging with the flange of the rail or 
with the under portion of the fish-plate and, 
furthermore, by reason of the flange 18 of the 
device engaging with an end of the nut. The 
beveled surfaces 15, 16, and 17 permit the de 
vices to be readily driven over the nut. The 
flange 18, in addition to having a bearing 
against the end of the nut, serves to indicate 
the member that is to be at the top of the nut. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. The combination with a nut having 
grooves in opposite side edges at its inner 
face of a fastening device comprising upper, 

face, and the outer portion of the lower sur- lower and end members, the upper member 
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being provided at its free end with a head to 
engage with an end face of the nut and a 
flange projected at right angles to pass over 
the top of the nut and engage with the end 
face of the nut, the said flange thus serving 
as a fastening and also serving to indicate 
the member to be at the top of the nut, sub 
stantially as specified. 

2. The combination, with a lock-nut pro 
vided with a groove or channel in opposing 
edges at its inner face, extendirig from side 
to side, of a locking device, consisting of an 
upper member, a lower parallel member of 
greater width, and an end-connecting mem 

ber, a head extending downwardly from the 
inner portion of the free end of the upper 
member of said device, and a flange projected 
from the upper member beyond the head, be 
ing at a right angle thereto, the inner sur 
faces of the free ends of the top and bottom 
members of the fastening device being bev 
eled, and likewise the under outer surface of 
the flange, for the purpose set forth. 

CHARLES J. MCCUE. 
Witnesses: 

JAMES M. ELROD, 
WILLIAM KRIER. 

  


