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ABSTRACT: The present disclosure is directed to a
SKULLING KIT for use with a water vehicle for propelling
same and which may be quickly attached and removed from
the vehicle after use and which provides a removable skulling
notch and oar in which the oar particularly cooperates with
the notch to limit positioning of the oar relative to the notch
along the length of the shaft of the oar by securing an annular
ring on the oar shaft and providing the oar handle with a sure-
grip positive positioning feature to develop maximum propul-
sion thrusts even by a beginner skuller.
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1
SKULLING KIT

An object of the present invention is the provision of a
skulling kit for use with a water vehicle upon which a skulling
notch in block form is removably detached, which notch
cooperates with an oar having a blade, shaft, locating ring and
handle to permit the water vehicle to be propelled by a mere
push—pull motion of the arm and a rocking action of the wrist.

A further object of the present invention is the provision of
a skulling oar having an aligning and nonslipping handle fea-
ture to assure maximum propulsion per thrust unit, a thrust
unit being a push or pull of the arm and a rocking action of the
wrist to control oar blade attitude, cooperating with a skulling
notch.

With the foregoing and other objects in view, the invention
will be more fully described hereinafter, and will be more par-
ticularly pointed out in the claims appended hereto.

In the drawings, wherein like symbols refer to like or cor-
responding parts.

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of an improved oar forming
an element of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a vertical section taken on the line 2-2 in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a vertical section taken on the line 3-3 in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a side elevational view of the skulling notch of the
present invention showing the clamping means.

FIG. § is an end elevational view of the notch of F1G. 4 from
the right hand thereof.

FIG. 6 is an end elevational view of a rowboat with parts
broken away showing the skulling kit of the present invention
applied thereto.

FIG. 7 is a transverse vertical section through a rowboat
having the kit of the present invention instailed thereon and
taken on the line 7-7 in FIG. 6.

FIGS. 8 through 10 are diagramatic views of the hand thrust
and wrist positions on the oar of the skulling kit for propelling
the boat.

Referring now to the drawings and for the moment to FIGS.
1 through 3, 20 designates the oar of the skulling kit having a
flat blade portion 21, a shaft 22 and a handle 23. Secured
about the shaft 22 is an annular ring member 24 positioned
along the shaft to act as a limit stop for postioning the oar rela-
tive to the fore and aft axis of the boat with which the device is
used. Proximate the free end of the handle 23 is a cutout area
defining a flat surface 25 the plane of which is at substantially
aright angle to the main axis 26 of the oar blade 21.

The skulling notch is a block 27 having an opemng 28
therethrough. The top of the opening 28 is open or slotted at
29 to receive the shaft 22 of the oar therethrough, so that the
notch acts as a transverse stop member as well as a bearing in
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which the shaft 22 is wiped during skulling operation. The
opening 28 is slightly frustoconical to cooperate with the an-
nular ring 24 which will limit the distance the blade 21 can be
moved rearwardly. The notch block 27 is provided with bolt
mount clamp members 30 having threaded attaching bolts 31
with ears 32 for manually turning the bolts 31 to tighten the
notch block 27 to the rear transom of the boat.

As best seen in FIGS. 6 and 7 the skulling kit is applied to
the stern of a rowboat 33, or other water vehicle, to one side
of the center line of the vehicle, depending upon whether the
skuller is right or left handed. The clamp members 30 which
are secured to the notch block 27 are placed over the stern
transom 34 and the threaded attaching bolts 31 are tightened.
The shaft 21 of the oar 20 is passed through the slot 29 in the
top of opening 28 and the oar is then moved along its axis until
the ring 24 abuts against the walls of the opening.

The skuller then takes his seat on the boat stern seat 35 and
in the situation depicted in FIG. 7 grasps the oar 20 with the
ieft hand as shown in FIG. 8 such that the fingers of the left
hand lie across the flat surface 25 and the oar 20 will not
rotate in the hand of the skuller and the blade 21 will be in the
correct position relative to the wrist of the skuller.

In the position of FIG. 8, being the origin position the blade
21 will have its flat axis horizontal when the wrist is moving

_downwardly as in FIG. 9, causing the oar oar to rotate coun-

terclockwise the blade 21 will become vertical and the handle
23 is moved in the direction of the arrow, the wrist is then
rocked clockwise, as shown in FIG. 10 and the hand pulled as
shown by the arrow, which action moves the rowboat 33

‘through the water.

Various manipulations of the wrists and pushing or pulling
the arm of the sculler will produce the desired maneuver-
ability of the boat i.e., turning to right or left and raising the
handle to provide a water break.

“Tclaim:

1. For use in skulling a boat having a rear transom, a
skulling kit comprising a skulling notch block having an open
topped truncated conical opening therethrough with the apex
directed rearwardly of the transom, an oar having a blade

and shaft, an annular ring limit stop member secured about
the shaft of the oar and being received in said notch there-
against in bearing relationship therewith along the wall of the
frustoconical construction of the notch to properly orient
the blade of the oar in the water relative to the boat, transom
mounting means secured to the notch and adapted for
removable attachment to the transom, and said oar shaft hav-
ing a flat portion proximate the free end thereof along the
main axis of the oar blade for positive proper engagement of
the oar by the hand of the skuller and to avoid slippage and

_nondesired rotation of the oar.



