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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, TrnomMas SyMonDs, of
Camden, in the county of Camden and State
of New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Top-Dumping Scows;
and I do hereby declare that.the following is
a full, clear, and exact description thercof,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it pertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion,

This invention relates to light-draft scows,
or what are called top-dumping scows, or top-
dumpers, instead of bottom-dumpers; and it
consists of a platform arcanged on a cleat or
rounded central support, secured to the main
deck of the scow, upon which it roeks, when
it is desired to dump the articles thereon. It
also consists, in combination with the plat-
form, of a shaft provided with a ratchet, into
which catehes a detent or pawl, to hold it in
any desired position, all of which will be more
definitely described in the following specifica-
tion, enabling others skilled in the art to make
and use the same.

In the annexed drawing, which forms part
of this specification, FFigure 1 represents an
end elevation of my top-dumping scow, show-
ing the platform dumped in dotted lines.
Fig. 2 is a vertical cross-section of the same
oun line x . Fig. 3 is a longitudinal elevation
of one side of the same. Fig. 4 is a longitud-
inal elevation of the other side.

. Inthe drawing, A represents the usual scow,
which may be made of the air-tight box-shape,
as shown in Iig. 2, if desired. Upon the deck

of this scow is arranged a longitudinal central

support or cleat, «, rounded on its upper edge,
and upon it the rocking dumping-platform B,
strengthened by suitable braces, is placed.
This is provided on each end with a stop-block,
b, which comes in contact with another stop,
O, secured to the deck of the scow A, and
thereby prevents the edges of said scow from
becoming injured in dumping. At the rear
side of the two ends of the scow A are ar-
ranged two brackets or bearings, D, over which
the lower part of the platform B fits, and is
held, when in a level position, by chains G.
One eud of these chains is secured to a shaft,

B, that is journaled in the bearings D, and
the other end of the chains is secured to the
lower side of the dumping-platform. The shaft
is provided with a ratchet-wheel, F,at one
end, and held in place by a collar, f, on the
other end. A lever, d, is attached to the side
of the bearings D, and is provided with a piv-
oted detent or pawl, ¢, which catches into the
teeth of the ratchet-wheel I, and prevents it
from turning back when the platform is being
loaded or transterred from place to place.

When it is desired to dump the load at the
intended place, it is only necessary to disen-
gage the detent or pawl, and the load will be-
dumped by its own weight.

The platform is brought back to its normal
position by winding up the chains on the shaft
by a removable lever, ¢, on the square end of
the shaft B.

These top-dumping scows are especially
adapted to carry long logs, timber, slabs of
stone, or other similar articles, and can be
used in very shoal or shallow water, and very
close to the shore, whereby the logs, &e., can
be very easily dumped onto the shore.

If it is desired to transport sand, dirt, small
stones, &c., the sides of the platform may be
extended in height, and ecan be provided with
swinging or sliding doors, especially in filling.
in lowlands, marshes, &e.

The dumping-platform and its attachments
can. be very easily removed when it is desired
to use the scow for ordinary purposes.

"Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— '

1. The combination of a top-dumping scow
with a platform, B, shaft K, chains G, ratehet
T, and pawl ¢, constracted and arranged sub-
stantially as shown and described.

2. The combination of a top-damping scow,
platform B, bearings D, and stop-blocks C 4,
constructed and arranged substantially as
specified., B

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own,.I hereby affix my signature in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

THOMAS SYMONDS.
Witnesses:

. GroragE O. FoBEs,
A. 8, TAYLOR.




