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My invention relatestoshipping containers for 
bottled or canned goods,more particularly to 
containers for bottled goods that are injuriously 
affected by exposure to light for long periods, 
and my lnvention has for an object the provision 
of a durable and economical container or carton 
of this character. 
C8rtons or Shipping containers have heretofore 

been constructed having reinforced hand holes 
in the endwalls thereof and having closure mem 
bers adapted to be unsealed along one edge to 
provide a hinged cover for the carton,and my 
invention relates to improvements in cartons of 
this character,further objects of my invention 
beingto provide a construction in which the car 
ton or container ls normally closed against the 
entrance of substantia? quantities of light while 
providing smooth surfaced hand holes that may 
be utilized if desired in lifting the carton,and 
in which improved means are provided for sup 
porting the closure member and reinforcing the 
hand holes. 
For a more complete understanding of my in 

Vention,reference should now behad to the draW? 
ing,in which; - - 

Fig,1 is a perspective view illustrating a sealed 
shlpplng container embodying my invention; 

Fig,2 ls a slmilar view of the container shown 
in Fg.1 partially broken away at one corner and 
with the hinged cover partially raised after hav 
ing been unsealed byslitting along one edge; 
Fig?3 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional 

.,view taken along ine 3—3 of Fig,1 and illus 
trating the tab portion of the end wall bent in 

,wardly to provide a hand hole; 
Fig.4 ls an enlarged sectional view taken along 

1ine 4?? of Fig,1; and 
Fig.5isa detai1perspective view of a preferred 

form of closure member embodying my invention? 
Referring now to the drawing,I have shown 

my invention as.embodied in a shipping carton 
or container for bottled beer,which container is 
preferably formed of suitable materlal such as, 
corrugated board or fiber folded So as to form 8 
bottom wall 1?,end walls 11,and side wals 12, 
the side walls 12 being provided with marginal 
flaps 13. The lower portion of the carton is pro 
vided,as shown,with the usual transverse and 
1ongitudinal partition members 14,and a closure 
member 15,preferably constructed as shown best 
in F?g,5,is provided for completing the carton. 
As shown,the closure member 15 is provided 

with dependng end flaps shaped to provide 8 
pair of spaced apart legs 16 connected by an 
intermediate portion 11. The legs 18 are of suf? 
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ficient length So that,when the closure member 
*5 is initialy positioned on the carton with the 
depending end fiaps extending inside the carton 
alongside the end walls 41,the legs 16 rest on the 
upper edges of the partition members 14,as 
shown best in Figs,3 and 4,and support the 
closure member So that the marginal fianges 13 
on the side walls 42 may be adhesively or other 
Wise Sealed to the edge portions of the closure 
member 15. 
Each of the end walls 11 is provided,asshown, 

with a channel-shaped or U-shaped Slit 18 Which 
extends around and thus defines three edges of 
a tab portion 19,the fourth edge of which is 
integral with the end wall 11,and,when the 
closure member 15is positioned on the carton as 
described above,the notch defined in each of the 
end flaps on the closure member 15 bythe inner 
edges of the legs 16 and the lower edge of the 
intermediate portion iT is directly opposite the 
tab portion 19 with the upper edge of the notch 
extending along the integral edge of the tab por 
tion. Normally,the tab portions 19 are disposed 
in the plane of the end walls 11 and form con 
tinuations thereof so that the entrance of sub 
stantial quantities of light to the container ls 
prevented. It is, of course,well known that hev 
eragessuch as bottled beer are injuriously afect 
ed by exposure to light for extended perlods and 
accordingly should be protected therefrom as 
much as possible,With cartons constructed in 
accordance with my invention,1ight may be ex 
cluded from the cartons during storage and 
transportation periods,and yet hand holes are 
provided to facilitate lifting the cartons after 
delivery to the consumer, 
Whenever it is desired to utilize the hand holes 

for lifting the container or carton,it isonly nec 
eSSary to press the tab portions 19 inwardy so 
that hand holes 20 are formed through which 
the fingers of the one desiring to lift the carton 
mBy be inserted to grip the end Wall,Asshowm 
in Flg?3,the tab portion 19,when pressed in 
wardly,folds about the bending line formed by 
the lower edge of the intermediate portion 1? of 
the end-fap on the cover member 15,so that the, 
tab portion extends through the notch between 
the legs 16,and,when the carton is gripped 
through the hand hole.2@,the inner edge of tab 
portion 19 will be bent upwardly about the por 
tion 11 of the endfap so asto provide a smooth 
gripplng portion 21 (Fig,3) and so as to 1ock 
the end flap of the closure member 15to the ad 
jacent end wall 14 of the carton,Thus the end 
faps on the closure member 15 serve as rein 
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forcing members by means of which the hand 
hole 20 andthe endwall are reinforced against, 
tearing,and it will be apparent that the major 
portion ofthe load is transmitted to the closure 
member. Theslits 18which define the tab por 
tions 19 may,of course,be formed in any Sult 
able manner,as by die-cutting the end walls 1 
of the container or by perforating along lines 
corresponding to the slits,18,and the term"slit" 
asused herein is intended to define either a con 
tinuous cut or suitable perforations, 
The carton may be unsealed by cutting one of 

the side walls 12 from end to end so asto sever 
the aSSociated marginal flap 13 therefrom and 
the entire closure member may then be SWung 
open as shown in Fig?2,the opposite marginal 
flap 13 serving as a hinge,Since the tab por 
tions 19 lock the end fiaps of the closure member 
1?to the end walls l only so iong as the tab por 
tions are being gripped through the hand hole 
20,the tab portions 19,when not being gripped, 
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permit the end flaps on the closure member 15 
to move freely along the end Walls 11 when the 
carton"is opened,the outer edges of the legs 16 
being tapered,as shown,to permit the closure 
member to swing about a hinge formed by either 
of the marginal fianges 13? 
While I have shown particular embodiments 

of my invention,it will be understood,of course, 
?hat I do not wish to be imited thereto since 
many modifications may be made,and I,there 
fore,contemplate bythe appended claim to cover 
any such modifications as fall within the true 
spirit and scope of myinvention, - 
Having thus described my invention,what I 

claim and desire to Secure by Letters Patent is: 
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Ashipping container comprisingend and side 
wals,sald end wäls being provided with slit@ 
defindng tab portlons therein,.one edge of e?ch 
tab portion belngintegral with the wal lnwhich 
it is dlsposed,verticaly extendngpartitionmem-? 
bers withinsald container,and a closure member 
having depending end flaps extending into sald 
container alongside sald end walls,each of 88id 
end flaps comprisingspaced apart legs connected 
by an intermediate portion,sald legs being of 
suficient length to engage the upper end edges 
of sald partition memberstosupportsaid closure, 
member with an edge of each intermediate por 
tion being vertically spaced from the upper end 
edges of said partition members and extending 
along Sald integral edge of one of said tab por 
tions,whereby sald tab portions upon belng 
pressed inwardy betweensaid legs and upwardly 
about the edges of said intermediate portlong 
provide hand holes havingsmooth gripping sur 
faces and lock sald end flaps to said end wals 
to reinforce the same and prevent tearing,sald, 
side walls of said container being provided with, 
upper.marglnal flaps sealed to theedges of said 
closure member,whereby severing one of said, 
marginal flaps from its side wall permits open 
ing of said contalner,the marginal flap of the 
other Side wal serving as a hinge forsaid closure 
member and saidlegs havingtapered outer edges 
to permit hinged movement of said closure mem 
ber about either of said marginal flaps,said tab 
portions when not being gripped through said 
hand holes permitting free movement of said end 
flaps alongsaid end Walls. ," 
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