
2,145,220 Jan. 24, 1939. D. C. CUPSTID 
GAME APPARATUS 

2 Sheets-Sheet l Filed. July 19, 1937 

NWeNOR 
Zazas 6. Cozs/z, 

Attorneys Witness 

  





O 

s 

20 

25 

30 

35 

50 

Patented Jan. 24, 1939 

UNITED STATES 

2,145,220. 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,145,220 

GAME APPARATUS 
Dallis C. Cupstid, New Brookland, S. C. 

Application July 19, 1937, Serial No. 154,487 
1 Claim. (CI. 273-103) 

The invention relates to a game apparatus and 
more especially to a baseball game appliance. 
The primary object of the invention is the 

provision of an apparatus of this character, 
5 : wherein through the use of balls a game initative 

of baseball can be played, the balls being thrown 
at a target for scoring purposes particularly that 
in pitching for the scoring of strikes, these being 
indicative of an award or prize Winning accord 
ing to the highest number had, the apparatus 
being of novel construction. 
Another object of the invention is the provision 

of an apparatus of this character, wherein the 
thrown balls will be retrieved for the purposes of 
their return to a player, the apparatus in the 
playing of a game imitative of baseball being 
entertaining and attractive as it lends interest 
to a player. 
A further object of the invention is the pro 

vision of an apparatus of this character, which is 
simple in construction, reliable and efficient in 
operation, enables the training in the throwing of 
a ball or balls in the playing of a game of ini 
tative baseball, strong, durable, and inexpensive 
to manufacture. 
With these and other objects in view, the in 

vention consists in the features of construction, 
combination and arrangement of parts as Will be 
hereinafter more fully described, illustrated in 
the accompanying drawings, which disclose the 
preferred embodiment of the invention and 
pointed out in the claim hereunto appended. 

In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 is a plan View of the apparatus con 

structed in accordance With the invention. 
Figure 2 is a sectional view on the line 2-2 of 

Figure 1 looking in the direction of the arrows. 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary perspective view of 

the ball retrieving set-up of the apparatus. 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary vertical longitudinal 

sectional view through the apparatus. 
Figure 5 is a sectional view on the line 5-5 

of Figure 4 looking in the direction of the arrows. 
Similar reference characters indicate corre 

sponding parts throughout the several views in 
the drawings. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, A desig 
nates generally the apparatus. Constructed in ac 
Cordance with the invention and comprises a 
stand G which is of determined length and has 
rising therefrom a perpendicular target in the 
form of an upWardly arched board or of partly 
circular formation having on its forward or its 
front face a striking field 2 imitative of a base 
ball diamond divided into an infield and an out 

field, respectively, the latter including center, left. s 
and right fields, the infield being constituted by 
an opening. 3 formed in said board and this 
Opening is the scoring Zone for the Winning of 
the game played by the apparatus and imitative 
of the game of baseball. 

Centrally of the stand 0 following the longi 
tudinal axis theroef is a horizontally disposed 
ball retrieving trough 4 in which is arranged 
an endless conveyor 5 supported by rollers 6, 
One having its axle ll connected with an electric 
power unit in the form of a motor 8 supported 
upon a bracket or shelf 9 fixedly held outside of 
the trough 4 and in this manner the conveyor 5 
is Operated for the travel of the upper stretch 
of the said conveyor in a forward direction. This 
forward travel of the upper stretch of the con 
veyor 5 carries balls 20 delivered onto the same 
after being thrown at the target for the re 
trieving of the spent balls and their deposit into 
a collecting trough or receiver. 2 arranged at 
the front end of the stand and communicative 
with the trough 4 at the medium of said trough 
2, the latter being extended laterally beyond 
opposite sides of this trough 4 and the location of 
Said trough 2 identifies the pitching station. 
At this point the balls 20 to be thrown by a player 
are acquired for such purpose. 
Rearwardly of the board fi is a housing 22 

forming a trap leading into the trough 4 at its 
bottom for balls 20 when successfully thrown 
through the opening 3 and this effecting a scor 
ing for a player. The balls received in the 
trap 22 gravitate onto the upper stretch of the 
conveyor f to be retrieved and deposited in the 
trough 2 at the front end of the apparatus for 
Subsequent acquiring by a player of the game in 
the use of the apparatus. 
Arranged at One end of the trough 2 is a 

box office 23 where players acquire a status as 
Such for the playing of the game by the use of 
the apparatuS While at the opposite end of the 
trough upon a pole or post 24 is supported an 
electric flare light 25 which illuminates the board 

at the playing field side thereof at night for 
the use of the apparatus at such time. 
On opposite sides of the trough 4 and ar 
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ranged for a distance thereof starting at the 
front face of the board are downwardly con 
vergent nets 26 which serve to catch balls 20 on 50 
the rebound thereof after striking the playing 
field 2 of the target and missing entrance 
through the hole 3 therein whence these balls 
caught by the nets 26 will gravitate into the 
trough 4 onto the upper stretch of the conveyor 55 
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f5 for the retrieving of the spent balls and their 
deposit in the collector trough 2. 

Rear Wardly of the target constituted by the 
board and following the rounded edge thereof 
is a lamp casement or housing 27 in which are 
arranged electric lamps 28, the same being ill 
luminated on the closing of an electric circuit 
by a hand switch (not shown), the board f 
being provided with light emitting openings 29 
confronting the lamps 28 so that light therefrom 
Will be projected forwardly of the target, the 
color of the light being preferably red, and in 
this manner a border illumination of the target. 
is had. 
Supported by and rising from and also: ex 

tending laterally therefrom are panels 30 and 3, 
respectively, the latter carrying a visible electri 
cally lighted enunciator forming a scoring regis 
ter 32 manually operated in any suitable manner 
at the box office 23, this scoring being had by 
the balls 20 when thrown and passing through the 
opening 3 and indicative of one, two and three 
strikes, these scorings entitling a player to a prize 
Or, an award. The panel 30 carries indicia. 33 
indicative of prize awards on the scoring of a 
player when successful in the throwing of a strike 
or strikes. This indicia, 33 is confined to a por 
tion of the board while the other portion carries 
suitable indicia. 34 identifying the name of the 
game to be played by the apparatus and the cost 
to each player for the use of such apparatus. 

In the use of the apparatus for the playing of 

2,145,220 
the game, should the balls 20 strike the target f 
at any point of the outfield, there is no scoring 
and on a thrown ball entering the opening 3 this 
effects a Scoring and counts as a strike, entitling 
a player to a prize or an award as indicated by 
the indicia, 33 on the panel 30. The balls 20 
are thrown by hand and are aimed at the target 
for an entrance through the opening 3 therein 
for a Successful scoring by a player. 
What is claimed is: 
A game apparatus comprising an elevating 

stand, a vertically disposed board extending up 
Wardly from said stand and having a Scoring 
opening therethrough and also provided with 
playing field indicia, about said opening effective 
as a striking area, and imitative of a baseball 
diamond, a receiving housing rearwardly of the 
board for communication through the Scoring 
opening and having a back in confronting rela 
tion to the said opening, a net disposed next to 
the board and having a spread equal to the play 
ing field for catching a ball on the rebound there 
of after striking, the playing field, a narrow trough 
protruded forwardly of said stand beneath the 
housing and net and relatively narrow, and an 
endless movable ball retrieving means Within Said. 
trough and common to the net and housing, the 
trough being for confining the said means to a. 
narrow path and having lateral branches re 
versely extended therefrom at the foremost end 
of said trough. 

DALLIS C. CUPSTID. 
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