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My invention relates to an improved collapsible
clothes hanger capable of carrying clothes from
‘a, door, wall socket, or the like, and characterized
by simple and inexpensive construction and
ability to carry a large quantity of clothes.

Apartment dwellers and travelers frequently
desire to hang clothes for drying purposes, espe-
cially in a bathroom. Because of the space re-
guirements of conventional clothes hangers, these
are unsuitable for this purpose and accordingly
have not been used. Such persons have accord~
ingly been forced to give up efforts to dry clothes
in such places or to drape them over the bath-
room in unsightly fashion that is also ineffective
for drying.

In asccordance with the present invention a
clothes hanger is provided which is particularly
suitable for use by travelers and apartment
dwellers. The hanger in the collapsed condition
occupies very little space and may be conveniently
suspended in the folded condition from a conven-
tional closet hook for -storage without reducing
the capacity of the closet significantly, When it
is desired to use the hanger, it is merely removed
from the closet, inverted to cause the hanger
spokes to expand and extend out horizontally,
anchor the handle in the operative position, and
then toplace the handle on the door or wall socket
to which it is anchored. The hanger then forms
clothes-carrying spokes that are spaced from each
other and from the wall and form convenient and
highly effective supports for clothes to be dried.

The hanger of the present invention, despite
its ability to collapse and to mount on a door or
a wall bracket, is inherently simple in construc-
tion and amenable to inexpensive mass produc-
tion to meet the large demand for an appliance
of this type.

It is therefore a general object of the present
invention to provide an improved collapsible
clothes hanger.

Another object of the present invention is to
provide an improved clothes hanger especially
suitable for use by apartment dwellers and travel-
lers.

Still another object of the present invention
is to provide an improved clothes hanger that is
simple and inexpensive in construction and suit-
able for mass production.

The novel features which I believe to be charac- :

teristic of my invention are set forth with par-
ticularity in the appended claims. My invention
itself, however, both as to its organization and
method of operation, together with further ob-
jects and advantages thereof, will best be under-
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stood by the following description taken in con=-
junction with the accompanying drawings, in
which:

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of the appara-
tus of the present invention in the expanded
condition;

PFigure 2 is a side elevational view of the appa-
ratus of Figure 1 mounted on a door;

Figure 3 is g side elevational view of the appa-
ratus of Figure 1 in the partially folded or col-
lapsed condition;

Tigure 4 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view
through axis §—=4, Figure 2; and

Tigure 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view in
perspective of the apparatus of Figure 1 mounted
on a wall socket.

Referring now to the drawings, there is shown
at 10 a head post of generally circular cross-
section. The head post has a neck portion 0a
at one end about which is wrapped s cord or wire
12 to suspend the hanger. The head also defines
a rounded annular groove I0b which carries the
pivotally mounted hanger spokes as described in
detail hereafter. Beyond the groove (0b, the
head has g generally cylindrical portion {0¢ which
flattens out to a handle-receiving flat portion 10d
as shown,

The flat portion {8d of the head {8 pivotally
receives the handle 14. The pivotal connection
is defined by the rivet {6 which extends through
holes in both head and handle and is headed at
poth ends to form a firm anchor.

The handle may be anchored either in the
alisned position in relation to the head (Figure 3)
or in the transverse, hanging position (Figure 1).
This is accomplished by the removable anchor
pin 18 which fits in the opening {0e of the head
and extends into either hole 14z of the head to
anchor the handle parallel to or transverse to
the head as desired.

As shown, the handle is a metal strip having a
90 degree twist 14b near its outboard end. The
outboard end of the handle is cuf out and bent
over to form the two fork arms {4c. The cut-outb
portion of the handle extends backwardly beyoiid
the bend at the fork arms and is bent over to
form an inboard central fork arm 14d which is
parallel to the arms {4c and in spaced relation
therewith to form g U-shaped anchor. The end
portion {de of the arm 14d is bent in the inboard
direction to abut the face of the handle as shown.

The U-shaped anchor defined by the spaced
handle arms i4c and 14d snugly receives the top
edge of a door as shown in Figure 2. This is a
particularly convenient method of supporting the
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hanger because it does not require any alteration
of the door or attachment of any mounting
brackets. Preferably, a felt cushion 20, Figure 2,
is provided on the portion of the handle straddling
the door to avoid scratching the door.

The clothes-carrying members are defined by
the spokes 22 which are pivotally anchored to the
head at groove 1906, Each of these spokes has a
flattened portion 22¢ adjacent its inboard end,
which portion has 4 hole to receive a suitable an-
choring wire 24. A series of balls or beads 26, each
having a hole 26a to receive wire 24, are inter-
posed between adjacent spokes and, as shown in
Figure 4, are mounted in the groove 18b..

The wire 24 is drawn snug so that the beads 25
bear rather tightly against the groove 10b. This
anchors the spokes against sliding motion in re-
lation to the groove i8b inasmuch as the beads
are so held. The beads also hold the wire 24 in
spaced relation to the head {8 so that there is
ample ciearance for rotation of the spokes with-
out interference.

Each spoke has a bead 22« on its outboard end
to prevent snagging the clothes.

The spokes are held against dropping, and
simultaneously closed when desired, by the float
28. This float has & central opening 28a, Figure

-2, which fits lcosely about the handle 14 and
slides easily thereover. It also has a series of
elongated radial slots 28b, one for each spoke,
which receive the spokes to guide and anchor the
same. The float is of saucer shape with a skirt
portion 28¢c extending toward the head {0.

-+ 'The slots 28b in the float 28 extend into the
skirt portion as shown so that when the float is
in its lowermost position (resting on the beads
26), the spokes are held in horizontal position as
they rest against the outer ends of the slots.

‘Each slot extends inwardly of the float by a dis-
tance sufficient, when the float is in the outboard
position, to permit the spokes to rest snugly
against the handle. If desired, a rubber band or
strap may be secured about the ends of the spokes
to hold them in the collapsed position. Alterna-
tively, an elongated bag may be provided for the
hanger.

The spokes 22b are shortened as shown in Fig-
‘ures 1 and 2 to clear the door or wall from which
the hanger is supported. The spokes, however,
are substantially the length of the handle to
utilize fully the available space.

It it is desired to mount the hanger on a wall,
a suitable socket bracket such as 38, Figure 5, is
secured to the wall, either by suitable screws, ad-
‘hesive, or other means. The outboard fork arms
[4c may be inserted in the socket so defined to
anchor the hanger in position.

From the above description it will be evident
that I have provided an improved clothes hanger
that collapses to a small fraction of its usable
size and can be easily mounted on a door, wall,
or other suitable place. The hanger is simple in
construction and particularly suitable for in-
expensive mass production, since the parts are
all simple stampings or other readily manufac-
tured shapes.

‘While I have shown a specific embodiment of
my invention, it will of course be understood that
many variations and alternative constructions
may be made without departing from the true
spirit and scope thereof. I therefore intend by
the appended claims to cover all such modifica-
tions and alternative constructions as wall within
the true spirit and scope of the claims. :
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What I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States is:

1. A collapsible clothes hanger suitable for
mounting on a wall, door, or the like comprising,
a head having a circumferential groove, g plu-
rality of beads disposed in the groove and extend-
ing beyond the confines thereof, a plurality of
spokes having their inboard ends sandwiched be-
tween the beads, the beads and spokes having
aligned holes defining a circle, anchoring means
extending through the holes in the beads and
spokes to anchor the spokes pivotally in relation
to the head, a handle pivotally secured to the
head, anchoring means operable to lock the han-
dle selectively in aligned or transverse relation to
the head, a float having an opening loosely re-
ceived on the handle and head for sliding move-
ments thereover, the float bottoming against the
beads at one limit of its motion, the float having
a series of radial slots each receiving one of said
spokes and of length to support the spokes at
substantially transverse orientation in relation to
the head when the float is at said limit of its mo-
tion, the spokes being substantially the length of
the handle, and mounting means on the handle to
secure the same to a door, wall or the like.

2. A collapsible clothes hanger suitable for
rounting on a wall, door, or the like comprising,
a head carrying a substantially symmetrieal ar-
ray of pivotally attached clothes supporting arms,
means attaching the arms to the head in an an-
nular groove, a handle pivotally attached to the
head and within the confines of the arms when
collapsed, anchoring means adapted to lock the
handle selectively in aligned or transverse rela-
tion to the head, a float having an opening loose-
ly received on the handle and head for sliding
movements thereover, means to arrest movement
of the float near said groove, the float having a
series of radial slots, each receiving one of said
arms and operable to support the same at sub-
stantially transverse orientation in relation to
the head when the float engages said means, the
arms being substantially the length of the han-
dle, and mounting means on the free end of the
handle to secure the same to a door, wall or the
like.

3. A collapsible clothes hanger suitable for
mounting on a wall, door, or the like comprising,
& head carrying a substantially symmetrical ar-
ray of pivotally attached clothes supporting arms,
means attaching the arms to the head in an an-
nular groove, a handle pivotally attached to the
head and within the confines of the arms when
collapsed, anchoring means adapted to lock the
handle selectively in aligned or transverse rela-
tion to the head, a float having an opening loose-
ly received on the handle and head for sliding
movements thereover, means to arrest movement,
of the float near said groove, the float having a
series of radial slots, each receiving one of said
arms and of size to support the arm at substan-
tially transverse orientation in relation to the
head when the float engages said means, the
arms being substantially the length of the han-
dle, the end c¢f the handle being of U-shaped
configuration adapted to fit on the top of a door
or the like to sustain the handle in horizontal
orientation.

4. A collapsible clothes hanger for mounting on
& wall, door, or the like, comprising, a head car-
rying a substantially symmetrical array of pivot-
ally attached clothes supporting arms, means at-
taching the arms to the head in an annular
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groove, a handle pivotally attached to the head
and within the confines of the arms when col-
lapsed, anchoring means adapted to lock the han-
dle selectively in aligned or transverse relation
to the head, a saucer-shaped float having an
opening loosely received on the handle and head
for sliding movements thereover, means to arrest
movement of the float near said groove, the skirt
of the float extending towards the head, the
float having a series of radial slots each receiv~
ing one of said arms and of size to support the
arm at substantially transverse orientation in re-
lation to the head when the float engages said
means, the arms being substantially the length of
the handle, the handle terminating at its free
end in a flat bar portion with transverse end
forks and a spaced parallel prong defining a u-
shaped configuration adapted to fit on the top of
a door or the like to sustain the handlle in hori-
zontal orientation.

5. A collapsible clothes hanger for mounting on
a wall, door, or the like, comprising, a head car-
rying a substantially symmetrical array of pivot-
ally attached clothes supporting arms, means at-
taching the arms to the head in an annular
groove, a handle pivotally attached to the head
and within the confines of the arms when col-
lapsed, anchoring means adapted to lock the han-
dle selectively in aligned or transverse relation
to the head, a saucer-shaped float having an
opening loosely received on the handle and head
for sliding movements thereover, means to ar-
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vest movement of the float near said groove, the
skirt of the float extending towards the head, the
float having a series of radial slots each receiv~
ing one of said arms and of size to support the
arm at substantially transverse orientation in
relation to the head when the float engages said
means, the arms being substantially the length
of the handle, the handle terminating at its free
end and in a flat bar portion with transverse end
forks, and a spaced parallel prong defining a
U-shaped configuration adapted to fit on the top
of g door or the like to sustain the handle in hori-
zontal orientation, the prong being bent over in
the inboard direction to engage and be supported
by the handle.
PALMA C.KEUTZER.
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