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~This invention relates to an improved type

of electrical fixture bridge and more par-
ticularly to a bridge which is so constructed
that it is readily attachable to standard outlet

& boxes of different sizes and in addition is
equipped to support a drop cord and a canopy
allowing the drop cord to project downward-
ly through the adjustable canopy supporting

. means which is provided with a suitable

1% guard for the protection of the drop cord.

It is an object of this invention to provide
an improved type of fixture supporting
bridge adaptable to fit standard outlet boxes
of different sizes and having the middle por-

: tion thereof so-constructed and equipped to
permit an interfitting drop cord and canopy
to be independently supported in position.

It is also an object of this invention to pro-
vide an improved type of supporting bridge
embracing 4 middle section and extension
arms with said arms being provided with
suitable openings to permit the bridge to be
removably secured to: standard outlet boxes
of different sizes, while the middle section of
the bridge is equipped with a drop cord grip-
ping device and with an adjustable canopy

-supporting unit to which a drop ecord guard
= e i

is removably connected.

It is a further object of this invention to
provide a fixture supporting bridge attach-
able to standard cutlet boxes of different sizes
with said bridge having an intermediate sec-
tion having a drop cord gripping unit
bridged thereacross above the bottom of said
intermediate section to permit adjustment of
a canopy supporting unit adjustable in the
bottom of said intermediate section after the
supporting bridge has been mounted in posi-
tion and the drop cord wires have been con-
nected to the terminal wires in the outlet box.

It is furthermore an object of this inven-
tion to provide a drop cord supporting bridge
constructed to fit standard outlet boxes of
different sizes and furthiermore having a
threaded opening therein for the reception
of a threaded stem secured in a canopy sup-
porting coupler engaged over the drop cord
and having removably engaged therewith a
50 drop cord guard device whereby a canopy
- may be rapidly and. conveniently supported

in position to enclose the supporting bridge
after the drop cord wires have been connected
to the terminal wires in the outlet box.

It is an important object of this invention
to provide an improved type of drop cord and ¢
canopy supporting bridge having openings
therein to permit the bridge to be fitted to
standard outlet boxes of different sizes, said
bridge having an apertured depressed por-
tion for supporting a drop cord gripping de- ¢
vice bridged across the depressed portion
thereof above the lower end of the depressed
portion to permit adjustment of a threaded
stem and canopy supporting coupler and
drop cord guard thereby producing a fixture €5
bridge of a universal type carrying a drop
cord gripping means which is so positioned
that 1t does not interfere with the adjust-
able mounting of a canopy supporting unit
adjustably engaged in the bridge. e

Other and. further important objects of
this invention will be apparent from the dis-
closures in the specification and the accom-
panying drawing.

The invention (in a preferred form) is il-
lustrated in the drawing and hereinafter
more fully described.

On the drawing:

Figure 1 is a fragmentary sectional view
of an outlet box and supporting bridge hav-
ing connected therewith a drop cord grip-
ping means and a canopy supporting unit il-
lustrating the various mechanisms in assem-
bled relation to support a drop cord and a
canopy in place.

Figure 2 is a horizontal sectional view
taken on line IT—IT of Figure 1 with the
drop cord illustrated in section.

TFigure 3 is a reduced vertical sectional .
view of the outlet box and supporting bridge *
showing the drop cord gripped in position
and having slidably engaged thereon below
the bridge a canopy together with a canopy
supporting unit and a drop cord guard in
lowered position prior to the supporting of
the canopy by the supporting unit when
raised into the position illustrated in Fig-
ure 1.

Figure 4 is a bottom plan view of the out-
let box of a small standard size having re-
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tevitiuitiate U-dhaped section and each of said It will thus be noted that the improved .o
srwiior plates B is-provided with.an arc- supporting bridge has the arms thereof aper-

% or rounded #nd. ‘One of the arms or' tured -or slotted to-permit the bridee to be-

asitis 5 is provided with a straight lon- removahly and conveniently engaged on the.

dinal slot 8.which.opens at its cuter end sugporﬁn'gscrews of standard outlet boxesof - °

vigh the'end edge ofthe arm. *The other  di

>

- e

- brid
are illustrated in dotted lnes. the slot 9 is primarily provided for the pur--

< let box

illustrated in Figure 1 and is provided with _supporting bridge on the screws 3 of a small - -
‘ ally opposite lugs 2 having thread- standard sized outlet box 11, as illustrated in - yy
ed opstiings therein for ‘the suppert ‘of re-- Figere 4,the open end of the slot 8 of the

&

' tainmg or supporting screws 3., The ceil- bridge is engaged around the shank portion S
wall line is represented by the refer- of one of the screws 3 and the arm contain- - "%
ral 4 .. ing the slot 8 is then slidably moved with re- .- .

g dovive for a-drop cord and » canopy
‘mped-émbediés 2 supporting bridge :compris- wherein the enlarged portion 10 of theslot 8. -
ing a.padr of ‘érid plates or:arms § which are registers with the head of the second serew . ==«
eprilly formed on -opposite sides of a 3 thereby permitting the bridge to be:moved" - - - -
e or iintermediste-U-shaped section or' from the dotted line: position of Figure #-gg. "
: s comprising siderwalls 6 connected at into the full line position. The retaining. ~ -

e fower ends by 'a bottom wall 7. The screws 8 are now tightened to hold the sup-. =~

-'winiglntes,&apmject &t substantial- porting bridge clamped in a proper position .

#udinally ‘positioned ‘stots 8.and 9 to be.projected upwardly shrough a threaded
rpose of Perniitting he bridge to opening 14in the bettom plate 7 of the bridge.
y adapted to fit #6andard outlet and then be ;projected through a drep.gord - .
“Hifferent ‘dizmeters or gi%es, there- grippibg opsupf) acing ‘
ting the nesessity of providing sup- main gripping plate or bracket 15 having the- -
bridges of digeyent gizes ‘to fit ‘the middle portion ‘thereof deflected or rounded- . ™~
ent sized standard -gutlét Boxes. To o
"'ﬂﬁihsﬂppotth:ﬁsbr
5 '3 uf ‘g Btandard ou
. 3lawbster size, it issonly nmecessary to-engage Dplate or bracket 15 are lugs or tongues 17
- the ‘open end of eithier of the slots 8 .or 9 which project into openings 18 provided in . :_
_ grotnd one of the screw shanks 3 and ‘then the side plates 6 of the U.shaped middle see--. .
. ghide’the bridge to érie side to gﬁirmipm op- tion of the bridge. The plate or bracket 15 =
%0 posjte open end of the other br i i . ,
“be sHdably engaged:-over 'the shank pertion justably receiving clamping screws 19, The: - -
“of'the opposite supporting screw 3. ‘Atten- clamp:ggcrews 19.p.royect t_hrqugh openings; - .
tion is also called o the fact that when de- provided in an auxiliary gripping or clampe = *

%

 sired the erilarged portien 10 of the slot:@may 1ng plate or bracket 20 the middle portion:’ . -
‘enpaged over the head of ‘one of ‘the sup- of which is deflected to-provide a rounded:- 199 "
ting ‘a which the supporting socket section 21 o permit the bracket.to @i, .

~the slot 8 to pass around the shank ping bracket orplate are provide with.-opfc:‘ag e
- t @posite supporting serew.” For the ings 22 to permit portrons -0f the casing-or- s
phyiiese of motnting the supporting bridge B
- " outlet box, it will' be noted that the bridge between ithe gripping bracket or plate by
T L. ey bemounted Wwithout the uige of the en- means:of'the clamping screws 19. .,

85’ lxopedi opening 10.0n ke -sleb 0 or the en- Tt will be noted that the drop cord-grips: 130:
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‘mov ably . engaged thereon a s‘upgorting larged opening 10 may be used as herein-
, the operation and mounting o

which before described. The enlarged portion 100f

= . Asshown on the drawing: pose of permitting a standard or single sized __ - -
5 “The reference numeral 1 indicates an out- supporting bridge to be conveniently mount- 9.7 -

larger standard sizes, ed on a small standard sized outlet box of ... %

one of the
. fpur-inch. diameter outlet box 31 -imch diameter similaz to the arrange- . e
oﬁﬁ%s‘ﬁalkﬂv edngiruction iy nmnt fllastrated i Figure'4. | To moust the. -

ent invention consists of a sup- spect to the screw until the bridge is in the
dotted lime position illustrated in Figure 4 .-

to the side walls 6 of the in- supported underneath the outlet box 11. ...

e b is provided with a of the supporting bridge. ~ = .- k
itioned slet 9 the outer  Forthe purpose of supporting and holding,
ns 'through the end -edge a drop cord in position to permit the npper
the -inner portion of the end of the drop cord wires or conductors 12.
wided with ‘an enlerged openin'ﬁ to be ommecbeg with the ferminal wires .in. jon
pporting sridge is provided with the sutlet box 1, the drop-cord 13 is'adapted. -

erent sizes ordiameters within the length gg -

orting means embrecing.a. y08 -

to form a pocket or socket section 16 adapted

r bridye upoh the screws to enga, around one side of the drop cord. —~
t box of the four-inch Integnﬁey formed on the ends of the main 119.°

e slot to 1s provided with threaded apertures for.ad-. u;

ismetrically with re- sround the drop cord.. The socket portiong. -
to permit the open 16.and 21 forming part of the drop cord gripe: -

covering of the drop cord 13 to projeet into - .’
the openings 22 when the drop cord is gripped™

stindard sive:four-inch diameter
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ping means is bridged across the space pro-
vided between the side arms 6 of the middle
or U-shaped section of the supporting bridge
a considerable distance above the bottom
plate 7 of said intermediate or auxiliary sec-
tion of the bridge. The drop cord 18 is pro-
jected through the bridge and between the
clamping plates 15 and 20 a distance suffi-
cient to permit the wires 12 of the drop cord
to be conveniently connected with the termi-
nal wires in the outlet box 1. When the
clamping screws 19 are tightened, the drop
cord is-gripped or clamped between the sec-
tions 16 and 21 of the gripping brackets or
plates and is held thereby against rotation or
respect to the sup-
porting bridge. R '

The 1mproved supporting bridge in addi-
tion to providing a gripping means for the
drop cord 13-is adapted to serve as a sup-
port for a cancpy 23.  The canopy is adapted
to be engaged over the drop cord with the
lower open end of the canopy seated upon

the peripheral bead or flange 24 of a cano
‘ peri; g y

supporting coupler or sleeve 25. The upper
portion - of the coupler 25 is internally
threaded and has threaded or secursd therein
the lower end of an externally threaded stem
26. The lower portion of the coupler 25 is
internally threaded or provided with a spiral
groove to removably receive the upper end of
a drop. cord ‘protecting guard spring 27.
After the supporting bridge with the drop
cord clamped therein has been attached to
the bottom of an outlet box, the coupler 25
with the canopy 23 resting thereon is pushed
upwardly on the drop cord 18 until the upper
end of the threaded stem 26 registers with
the threaded opening 14. By rotating the
coupler 25 the upper end of the threaded
stem 26 is threaded through the threaded
opening 14 of the lower plate 7 of the bridge
thereby gradually raising the canopy untii

- the upper open end thereof is brought into

seating contact against the ceiling or wall 4
as clearly illustrated in Figure 1. It will be
noted that the supporting bridge supports the
drop cord and in addition supperts the cou-
pler 25 on which the canopy 28 is seated.
The coupler 25 in addition to supporting
the canopy 23 and the supporting stem 26
also supports the upper end of the coiled

guard spring 27 which engages around the

b5
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drop cord where it projects through the cou-
pler thereby preventing the drop cord from
being sharply bent or brought into contact
with the Jower edges of the coupler 25. The
drop-cord is thus protected or guarded by
the coiled spring 27.

Attention is called to the fact that the im-
proved supporting bridge may be removably
supported 1in . position on standard outlet
boxes of different sizes and may have a drop
cord secured in the gripping means in addi-
tion to having the canopy supporting mem-

3

bers associated with the middle section of the
supporting bridge to permit the drop cord
and canopy to be rapidly and conveniently
mounted in position supported on an outlet

box by the use of a screw driver and perhaps ;

the additional use of a knife for stripping the
wires 12 of the drop cord if the same have
not already been stripped. The supporting
bridge with the drop cord projecting between
the gripping or clamping plates is first raised
into contact with the bottom of an outlet box
and the drop cord is adjusted to permit a
suflicient length thereof to project into the
outlet box to permit proper connection of the
wires. With the drop. cord adjusted with
respect to the clamping bracket the clamping
screws 19 are tightened thereby causing the
drop cord to be tightly gripped or clamped
between the sections 16 and 21 of the gripper
plates or brackets. When the screws 19 are
tightened, portions of the drop cord covering
bulge into the gripping plate openings 22
thereby causing the drop cord to be held
against rotation between the clamping or
gripping brackets or plates. With the drop
cord clamped in position and supported by
the ‘supporting bridge, the bridge may be
engaged with the outlet box screws 3 by means
of the elongated slots 8 and 9 in the arms
5 of the bridge. When the bridge is thus
properly engaged on the screws 3 and is prop-
erly centered, the screws are tightened to
hold the supporting bridge properly securcd
in a'centered position supported beneath the
outlet box. The canopy supporting unit in-
cluding the coupler 25, the stem 26, and the
guard spring 27 is now slidably raised or
pushed upwardly on the drop cord 13 to-
gether with the canopy 28 and the upper end
of the stem 26 is threaded through the
threaded opening 14 in the bottom plate 7
of the middle or U-shaped section of the sup-
porting bridge. The stem 26 is threaded
upwardly until the upper end of the canopy
1s brought into tight-seating contact with the
wall or ceiling 4. By mounting the drop
cord gripping brackets or plates in a bridged
position in the U-shaped section of the sup-
porting bridge above the bottom plate 7, it
will be noted that the threaded stem 26 may
be adjusted a considerable distance without
coming into contact with the gripping means
so that it is possible to mount and support
canopies of different sizes to enclose the sup-
porting bridge.

It will, of course, be understood that va-
rious details of construction may be varied
through a wide range without departing
from the principles of this invention, and it
is, therefore, not the purpose to limit the
patent granted hereon otherwise than neces-
sitated by the scope of the appended claims.

I claim as my invention: '

1." A drop cord and canopy supporting de-
vice comprising a U-shaped bridge having
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ing a bridge plate constructed to permit the
same to be secured to standard outlet boxes
of different sizes, said bridge plate having
a portion thereof bent to form a U-shaped
5 section, a drop cord supporting bracket
bridged across said section, an auxiliary
clamping bracket, and means for adjusting
said auxiliary clamping bracket with respect
to the main supporting bracket for gripping
10 a drop cord between the brackets.

16. A supporting bridge device comprising
a bridge plate having a portion thereof de-
flected to provide a U-shaped section, a drop

- cord gripping means bridged across said U-

18 shaped section, and a canopy supporting
means engaged in the bottom of said U-
shaped section.

17. A supporting bridge device comprising
a bridge plate having openings therein to

20 permit the bridge plate to be attached to
standard outlet boxes of different sizes, and
a combination canopy support and drop cord
protecting guard engaged with and ad-
Justable with respect to said bridge plate.

25~ 18. A supporting bridge device comprising
a bridge plate having a threaded opening
therein, a supporting stem adjustably thread-
ed through said opening, a canopy support-
ing coupFer secured on one end of said thread-

30 ed stem and a guard spring removably en-
gaged in said coupler.’

19. A supporting bridge device compris-
ing a bridge plate, a drop cord support car-
ried thereby, and a canopy support remov-

33 ably engaged with said bridge plate and ad-
justable toward and away from said drop
cord supporting means for holding a canopy
cllamped in position to enclose the bridge
plate. :

40~ In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
scribed my name at Chicago, Cook County,

Illinois.
JOHN B. GLOWACKI.
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