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This invention relates to an improved type 
of electrical fixture bridge and more par 
ticularly to a bridge which is so constructed 
that it is readily attachable to standard outlet 
boxes of different sizes and in addition is 
equipped to support a drop cord and a canopy 
allowing the drop cord to project downward 
ly through the adjustable canopy supporting 
means which is provided with a suitable 
guard for the protection of the drop cord. 

It is an object of this invention to provide 
an improved type of fixture supporting 
bridge adaptable to fit standard outlet boxes 
of different sizes and having the middle por 

'tion thereof so constructed and equipped to 
permit an interfitting drop cord and canopy 
to be independently supported in position. 

It is also an object of this invention to pro 
vide an improved type of supporting bridge 
embracing a middle section and extension 
arms with said arms being provided with 
suitable openings to permit the bridge to be 
removably secured to standard outlet boxes 
of different sizes, while the middle section of 
the bridge is equipped with a drop cord grip 
ping device and with an adjustable canopy 
supporting unit to which a drop cord guard 
is removably connected. - 

It is a further object of this invention to 
provide a fixture supporting bridge attach 
able to standard outlet boxes of different sizes 
with said bridge having an intermediate sec 
tion having a drop cord gripping unit 
bridged thereacross above the bottom of said 
intermediate section to permit adjustment of 
a canopy supporting unit adjustable in the 
bottom of said intermediate section after the 
supporting bridge has been mounted in posi 
tion and the drop cord wires have been con 
nected to the terminal wires in the outlet box. 

It is furthermore an object of this inven 
tion to provide a drop cord supporting bridge 
constructed to fit standard outlet boxes of 
different sizes and furthermore having a 
threaded opening therein for the reception 
of a threaded stem secured in a canopy sup 
porting coupler engaged over the drop cord 
and having removably engaged there with a 
drop cord guard device whereby a canopy 
may be rapidly and conveniently supported 

in position to enclose the supporting bridge 
after the drop cord wires have been connected 
to the terminal wires in the outlet box. 

It is an important object of this invention 
to provide animproved type of drop cord and 
canopy Supporting bridge having openings 
therein to permit the bridge to be fitted to 
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standard outlet boxes of different sizes, said bridge having an apertured depressed por 
tion for supporting a drop cord gripping de 
vice bridged across the depressed portion 
thereof above the lower end of the depressed 
portion to permit adjustment of a threaded 
stem and canopy Supporting coupler and 
drop cord guard thereby producing a fixture 
bridge of a universal type carrying a drop 
cord gripping means which is so positioned 
that it does not interfere with the adjust 
able mounting of a canopy supporting unit 
adjustably engaged in the bridge. 
Other and further important objects of 

this invention will be apparent from the dis 
closures in the specification and the accom 
panying drawing. 
The invention (in a preferred form) is ill 

lustrated in the drawing and hereinafter 
more fully described. 
On the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a fragmentary sectional view 

of an outlet box and supporting bridge hav 
ing connected therewith a drop cord grip 
ping means and a canopy supporting unit ill 
lustrating the various mechanisms in assem 
bled relation to support a drop cord and a 
canopy in place. 

Figure 2 is a horizontal sectional view 
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taken on line II-II of Figure 1 with the 
drop cord illustrated in section. 

Figure 3 is a reduced vertical sectional 
view of the outlet box and supporting bridge 
showing the drop cord gripped in position 
and having slidably engaged thereon below 
the bridge a canopy together with a canopy 
supporting unit and a drop cord guard in 
lowered position prior to the supporting of 
the canopy by the supporting unit when 
raised into the position illustrated in Fig 
ure 1. 

Figure 4 is a bottom plan view of the out 
let box of a small standard size having re 100 
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. . . . . 2 f : - - - - 

movably engaged thereon a EFE bridge, the operation and mounting of which 
... are illustrated in dotted lines. 
... As shown on the drawing: 
5 "The reference numeral findicates an out 
5 let box of one of the larger standard sizes, 
nineys frie-dimeter outlet be 

10 diametrically opposite lugs 2 having thread 
edgpetings therein for the support 
ing of wall line is represented by the refer 
eace numeral 4. . . . . . . . . 5. The present invention consists of a sup sigdeyice for a drop cord and a canopy defibedies a supporting bridge compris 
ingapir of end plates or arras 5 which are y formed on opposite sides of a 
seeket comprising siderwalls 6 connected at 

e -thaikower ends by a bottom wall. The s '... asser wing plates project at substantial 
is lyright angles to the side walls 6 of the in 25-trialistet-shaped section and each of said 

ages or plates 5 is provided with an arc 
s ... e. Or 

isigns 5 is provided with a straight lon 
dinoslot 8which opens at its outer end 

togh the end edge of the arm. The other 
nextension plate 5 is provided with a 

gdinally petitioned set 9 the outer 
epens through the end edge 

is slot 9 is provided with an enlarged opening 
idge is provided with 

ligogitudinally positioned 'slots,8.nd 9 
- fires: - iter -dg be readily adapted to fit standard outlet 
4 boxes of lifferent diameters or sizes, there by listing the neéessity of providing sup 
- porting bridges of different sizes to it the 

1 . . . i.sized GitaE.g. To notate supporting bridge upon the screws 
As 3tfis standard E box of the four-inch 

dihraeter size, it is only necessary to-engage 
I the open end of either of the slots 8 or 9 

ared one of the screwshanks 3 and then 
side the bridge to ene side to E. op posite open end of the other bridge slot to 
beidably engaged over the shaak portion 
of the opposite supporting screw 3. Atten 
tion is also called to the fact that when de 
sired the enlarged pertien 10 of the slot 9nnay 

ig screws 3 after which the supporting 
brigs may his moved diametrically with re 
spel to the outlet box to permit the open 
end of the slot 8 to pass around the shark 

. . . parise of motiating the supporting bridge 
on flage'ssindard size four-inch diameter 

. . . . outlet box, it will be noted that the bridge 
is nye-mounted ihot the use of the en laid opening join the list-9 for the en 

| mint illustrated in Fi supporting bridge on the screws 3 of a small 

taining or supporting screws, 3. The ceil- bridge is engaged around the shank portion 

fe or intermediate U-shaped section or 

rounded end. One of the arms or 

while the inner portion of the 

and then be projected through a drapcord . . 

55 gifoof. 

a Ni supporting screw. For the ings 
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larged opening 10 may be used as herein 
before described. The enlarged portion 10 of 
the slot 9 is primarily provided for the pur-. 
pose of permitting a standard or single sized . 
supporting bridge to be conveniently mount 
ed on a small standard sized outlet box of . 
3A.-inch diameter similar to the arrange- - 

4. To mourt the... 

standard sized outlet box 11, as illustrated in: 
Figure 4, the open end of the slot 8 of the 
of one of the screws 3 and the arm contain 
ing the slot 8 is then slidably moved with re- . 
spect to the screw until the bridge is in the 
dotted line position illustrated in Figure 4 
wherein the enlarged portion 10 of the slot 9 
registers with the head of the second screw 
3 thereby permitting the bridge to be moved : 
from the dotted line position of Figure 4: into the full line position. The retaining 
screws 8 are now tightened to hold the sup 
porting bridge clamped in a proper position 
supported underneath the outlet box 11...g.: 

It will thus be noted. that the improved a 
supporting bridge has the arms thereof aper 
tured or slotted to permit the bridge to be 
removably and conveniently engaged on the . 
E. screws of standard outlet boxes of different sizes or diameters within the lengthyos. 
of the supporting bridge. . . . . . . 
For the purpose of supporting and holding 

a drop cord in position to permit the upper 
end of the drop cord wires or conductors 19. 
to be conne with the terminal wires in 
the outlet box 1, the drop eord 13 is adapted: 
to be projected upwardly through a threaded 
opening:4in the bottom plate of the bridge. 
gri or supporting means embracing a los 
SP5. plate or bracket 15 E. lo 
middle portion thereof deflected or rounded. . . . . 
to form a pocket or socket section 16 adapted . . . 
to engage around one side of the drop cord. 
Integrally formed on the ends of the main in 
plate or bracket, 15 are lugs or tongues 17 which project into openings 18 provided in . . 
the side plates 6 of the U-shaped middle sec-. . 
tion of the bridge. The plate or bracket 15 . . . 
is provided with threaded apertures for ad- is . . . 
E. i clamping 19, The clamping screws 19 project through openings, Egg in an auxiliary gripping E. 

ing plate or bracket 20 the middle portii - 
of which is deflected to provide a rounded: 
socket section 21 to permit the bracket-to fit 
around the drop cord. The socket portions. . . 
16 and 21 forming part of the drop cord grip; . . 
ping bracket or plate are provided with opert. . . . 
ings 92 to permit portions of the casing-or-les 
covering of the drop cord 13 to projeet into 
the openings 22 when the drop cordisgripped 
between the gripping bracket or plate by 
means of the clamping screws 19. . . . . . 
it will be noted that the drop cord grip so. 
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ing means is bridged across the space pro as g 
vided between the side arms 6 of the middle 
or U-shaped section of the supporting bridge 
a considerable distance above the bottom 
plate 7 of said intermediate or auxiliary Sec 
tion of the bridge. The drop cord 13 is pro 
jected through the bridge and between the 
clamping plates 15 and 20 a distance suffi 
cient to permit the wires 12 of the drop cord 
to be conveniently connected with the termi 
nal wires in the outlet box 1. When the 
clamping screws 19 are tightened, the drop 
cord is gripped or clamped between the Sec 

20 

25 

tions 16 and 21 of the gripping brackets or 
plates and is held thereby against rotation Or 
sliding movement with respect to the Sup 
porting bridge. - 
The improved supporting bridge in addi 

tion to providing a gripping means for the 
drop cord 13 is adapted to serve as a Sup 
port for a canopy 23. The canopy is adapted 
to be engaged over the drop cord with the 
lower open end of the canopy seated upon 
the peripheral bead or flange 24 of a canopy 
supporting coupler or sleeve 25. The upper 
portion of the coupler 25 is internally 
threaded and has threaded or secured therein 
the lower end of an externally threaded stem 
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26. The lower portion of the coupler 25 is 
internally threaded or provided with a spiral 
groove to removably receive the upper end of 
a drop cord protecting guard spring 
After the supporting bridge with the drop 
cord clamped therein has been attached to 
the bottom of an outlet box, the couper 25 
with the canopy 23 resting thereon is pushed 
upwardly on the drop cord 13 until the upper 
end of the threaded stem 26 registers with 
the threaded opening 14. By rotating the 
coupler 25 the upper end of the threaded 
stem 26 is threaded through the threaded 
opening 14 of the lower plate 7 of the bridge 
thereby gradually raising the canopy until 
the upper open end thereof is brought into 
seating contact against the ceiling or wall 4 
as clearly illustrated in Figure 1. it will be 
noted that the supporting bridge Supports the 
drop cord and in addition supports the cou 
pler 25 on which the canopy 23 is seated. 
The coupler 25 in addition to supporting 
the canopy 23 and the supporting stein 26 
also supports the upper end of the coiled 
guard spring 27 which engages around the drop cord where it projects through the cou 
pler thereby preventing the drop cord from 
being sharply bent or brought into contact 
with the lower edges of the coupler 25. The 
drop cord is thus protected or guarded by 
the coiled spring 27. 

Attention is called to the fact that the im proved supporting bridge may be removably 
supported in position on standard outlet 
boxes of different sizes and may have a drop 
cord secured in the gripping means in addi 
tion to having the canopy supporting mem 

27. 
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bers associated with the middle section of the 
supporting bridge to permit the drop cord 
and canopy to be rapidly and conveniently 
mounted in position supported on an outlet 
box by the use of a screw driver and perhaps 
the additional use of a knife for stripping the 
wires 12 of the drop cord if the same have 
not already been stripped. The supporting 
bridge with the drop cord projecting between 
the gripping or clamping plates is first raised 
into contact with the bottom of an outlet box 
and the drop cord is adjusted to permit a 
sufficient length thereof to project into the 
outlet box to permit proper connection of the 
wires. With the drop cord adjusted with 
respect to the clamping bracket the clamping 
screws 19 are tightened thereby causing the 
drop cord to be tightly gripped or clamped 
between the sections 16 and 21 of the gripper 
plates or brackets. When the screws 19 are 
tightened, portions of the drop cord covering 
bulge into the gripping plate openings 22 
thereby causing the drop cord to be held 
against rotation between the clamping or 
gripping brackets or plates. With the drop 
cord clamped in position and supported by 
the supporting bridge, the bridge may be 
engaged with the outlet box screws 3 by means 
of the elongated slots 8 and 9 in the arms 
5 of the bridge. When the bridge is thus 
properly engaged on the screws 3 and is prop 
erly centered, the screws are tightened to 
hold the supporting bridge properly secured 
in a centered position supported beneath the 
outlet box. The canopy supporting unit in 
cluding the coupler 25, the stem 26, and the 
guard spring 27 is now slidably raised or 
pushed upwardly on the drop cord 13 to 
gether with the canopy 23 and the upper end 
of the stem 26 is threaded through the 
threaded opening 14 in the bottom plate 7 
of the middle or U-shaped section of the Sup 
porting bridge. The stem 26 is threaded 
upwardly until the upper end of the canopy 
is brought into tight-seating contact with the 
wall or ceiling 4. By mounting the drop 
cord gripping brackets or plates in a bridged 
position in the U-shaped section of the sup 
porting bridge above the bottom plate 7, it 
will be noted that the threaded stem 26 may 
be adjusted a considerable distance without 
coming into contact with the gripping means 
so that it is possible to mount and support 
canopies of different sizes to enclose the sup porting bridge. 

It will, of course, be understood that va 
rious details of construction may be varied 
through a wide range without departing 
from the principles of this invention, and it 
is, therefore, not the purpose to limit the 
patent granted hereon otherwise than neces 
sitated by the Scope of the appended claims. 

I claim as my invention: - - - 
1. A drop cord and canopy supporting de 

vice comprising a U-shaped bridge having 
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pledgeheiselage the same to be fitted registence. to outlet boxes of different sizes, a drop cord it sizes, of a canopy supportia 
A se E. carried by the E. E. - ra is eyesporting means ad-, supportings canopy in position with the can E. bridge teenclose opy enclosing, the bridge, and a drop grip . 
highridge and held the ganopyin position. guard earried by the canopy supporting. 

jeopard and apply spporting de- means . . . . . O . . . . . . . grising a shaped supporting 9. The goabination with a supporti. 
opening thereinst permit the bridge having openings therein to permith, 8 

bridge tabs fitahed to 'standard attlet bridge to heritached to standard outlet bigfidifferent sites, drop ord gripping of lifferent sizes, of a threaded st 
decisibidged across the U-shaped bridge, egged with sai 
tappy supporting eans adjustably en- Ks . . . 

gneith E. gdedist tg in , and a step.cord guard car- to si oper . t canopy supportingaeans. 19, he 
skidnap ord and supporting de bridgeh soph it. y - a Kaag it's sorcial canopy supportaggier b. having a U-si inter equate pos vie prising d-shaped pate including tion, pf adrip cord-gripping meansbridg 

naegas to permit the same to be attached to across said Us sintermediat 
standard outlet boxes of different sizes, and and a caaopy supportin drop ordandonopy supporting means car- the botton of said t-shape 

- EEE and adjustible portion: . . . . . . . . . . with respect togne-shother. . . . . . ii. 11. A drop cprd and canopy, supportig 4. A dog cord-and-eanopy supporting de-, device Cerprisiiga bridge member compris. 
violeopfisiaga aanber farmed with a irig supporting arps and an intermediate jet shapediation and having openings there- shaped on, a dropped SE gaeans . 
in territ theniemhs to be attached to brigad across said interm EE .. 
shahdard outlet bases of differentsizes, a section, a threaded stem idjustably e. depend gripping deviae brigged across in the botton of said U-shaped intermedia arishaped section a stem adjustably ene, section, and a canopy supporting coupler 
gaged in the U-shaped section, a canopy sup, cured.pnote end of the threaded sten for 
origeopler secured to said stan, and a adjusting the stem with respet to the rea drop card supported by said E. intermediate section of the brids categy supporting esplee. . . . . . tiersher. . . . . . . . . . 5.idroscordiad canopy supporting de- 12. Adirogaordandeangpyupportinger. 
vice comprising a bridge haraber having vice comprising a s meriber coalisti 

- s permit the bridge mem- of supportingarins and an intermediate 
berate attached to standard outlet boxes tier cord grippi iderint sizes, sidbridge member have bridged across the intermediate U shaped intermediatelection provided section, stem engaged with the inte 
- - - - E. a thi bottom U-shaped section, a ganopy supporti s icordgripping device bridged couplergn said stem, and dropcord gua 
asses E. ES rest Eggs in said coupler. . . theridge-memberland,supported in theside 13. A drop cord and canopy supporting 

f openings of said .. it. . rising a t embraci ties, attanopy supporting means adjustably apertured supporting plates, a U-shaped if 
threaded thi E. opening of said termediate section try conn i intentiate' t-shaped bridge section, and said plates, a drop cord bracket bridge. 

... a residiant drop eod gard carried by said across said intermediate section, an au. 'a' adjustable canopy supporting means. iliary drop cord gripping bracket is 
:5. A dr ES and canopy supporting de- justably E. on said bridged brack, 
vige anprising a bridge member including a stem adjustably engaged in said intermed 
means to permit attachment to an outletbox, ate section, a canopy supporting coupler 
saidmenterformedith a depressed section, cured to said stem, and a Gy gui a drop eord clamping support bridged across spring removably s in said coupler. 
said aetion, and a canopy support engaged 14. A supportingbridge device comprising 
with;said seetion to support a canopy inpo- a bridge plate having openings thereina 
sition with the eanopy enclosing the bridge afto permit the plate to be secured to 
aehler. . . . . . . . . . . . . standard outlet boxes of different sizes, said : ... the combination with a supporting bridge plate haying the middleportion there a 

. . . bridge farned with a G of a of life, t intermediates deatheord. rting:ineans bridged across section and a dropod gripping.nas. 
is ress sectien. . . . bridged across said U-shaped intermediate 

he embination with, a supporting section, s . . . . . of biphaving openings thereia, to permit the 15. A supporting bridge device oosphip 
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ing a bridge plate constructed to permit the 
same to be secured to standard outlet boxes 
of different sizes, said bridge plate having 
a portion thereof bent to form a U-shaped 
section, a drop cord supporting bracket 
bridged across said section, an auxiliary 
clamping bracket, and means for adjusting 
said auxiliary clamping bracket with respect 
to the main supporting bracket for gripping 

10 a drop cord between the brackets. 
16. A supporting bridge device comprising 

a bridge plate having a portion thereof de 
flected to provide a U-shaped section, a drop 
cord gripping means bridged across said U 

ls shaped section, and a canopy supporting 
means engaged in the bottom of said U 
shaped section. 

17. A supporting bridge device comprising 
a bridge plate having openings therein to 

20 permit the bridge plate to be attached to 
standard outlet boxes of different sizes, and 
a combination canopy support and drop cord 
protecting guard engaged with and ad 
justable with respect to said bridge plate. 

25 18. A supporting bridge device comprising 
a bridge plate having a threaded opening 
therein, a supporting stem adjustably thread 
ed through said opening, a canopy support 
ing E. secured on one end of said thread 

30 ed stem and a guard spring removably en 
gaged in said coupler. 

19. A supporting bridge device compris 
ing a bridge plate, a drop cord support car 
ried thereby, and a canopy support remov 

35 ably engaged with said bridge plate and ad 
justable toward and away from said drop 
cord supporting means for holding a canopy 

ped in position to enclose the bridge 
88. 

40 In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub 
scribed my name at Chicago, Cook County, 
Illinois. 

JOHN B. GLOWACKI. 
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